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ima Borys was born on November 15", 1936 in Brest on the river Bug,

Poland. He is a son of Sender and Estera, and a brother of Eugenia
(born 1934), Moshe (born 1940) and Miriam (born 1947). In 1947, he emigrated
with his family from the USSR to Poland and they settled in Zigbice (Lower
Silesia). There, he finished a Yiddish language primary school. During the
1950s, he continued his education at the Jewish Grammar School No. 7 in
Wroctaw. He received his A-level certificate on June 2™, 1955 and on October
1* he entered the Law School of the University of Wroclaw. In 1957, he gave
up his education and emigrated to Israel. After arriving in the Holy Land, he
started working for the “Dubeck” tobacco producing plant in Petach Tikva.
Between 1958 and 1960 he served his term in the Israeli army. He was called up
to the army twice (the six-days war in 1967'" and the Yom Kippur'* war in
1973) as a reservist. In 1965 he married Hanna Howard, with whom he had two
children (Michal and Joram). He has six grandchildren. Fima Borys has been
working in the tobacco plant for fifty years now and he has been through all the
managerial positions. Between 1985 and 2006, he was the technical director of
the “Dubeck” plant. On January 1%, 2007 he was promoted to the post of the
main advisor of the proprietor of the tobacco plant. He has Polish and Israeli
nationalities.

Sports career

Fima Borys got to know the rules of table tennis while still in primary
school in Zigbice. Initially, he treated this discipline on equal terms with
football, basketball, handball and athletics. At the age of 16, he won the
championships of the Primary School No. 1 in Zigbice. In 1953, he was fifth in
the Lower Silesia Junior Championships, and in 1954 he came third in
Individual Championships of Wroctaw. By then, he was already a member of
the Gwardia Wroctaw Sports Association. He spent the next season
(1954/1955) in Kolejarz Wroctaw. In 1955, he joined the ranks of Start
Wroctaw, which club was then promoted to the first league (Tarnéw)"”. He
spent the next year of his career playing in the first league'*. In that time, he
gained the qualifications of an instructor of table tennis and those of an umpire
of the association. In 1957, representing Burza Wroctaw, he took part in the

1 Popularna Encyklopedia Powszechna, Warszawa 2003, Vol.: W-Zzw, p- 294. For six
days, Israel was at war with Egypt, Jordan and Syria (the Egyptians refused to allow
Israeli ships to navigate the Akaba Bay — the Red Sea), as a result of which Egypt
lost Sinai, Jordan — the West Bank, Samaria, Judea and a part of Jerusalem and Syria
lost the Golan Mountains.

> Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement, Judgment Day) is one of the main Jewish holidays.
During this war (6-22.10.1973), the Israeli army repulsed the attack of Egypt and
Syria.

13 “Gazeta Robotnicza” of August 7™ 1955.

1 “Stowo Polskie” of May 13", 1956.
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Polish Singles Championships in table tennis, held in Warsaw, and together
with Eugeniusz Kisielewski (doubles)", classified in the fourth place. Fima
Borys represented Poland in the international competitions in Czechoslovakia
(1957), among others. He continued his sports career in Israel, in Hapoel Jaffa
and Hapoel Petach Tikva teams (together with S. Finkelstein and E. Salomon).
He won the title of the team champion of Israel ten times. Between 1960-1967,
he was a member of the national team of that country (World Cup in Prague in
1963 and in Stockholm in 1967]6). In the meantime, he became the Maccabiah
Games (1961) champion in doubles'” and won numerous medals in Israeli
championships (in singles, which made him a four-time vice-champion, and in
doubles and mixed doubles)'®. He won the Hapoel championships four times.
He coached the Israeli male and female national teams (World Championships
in Birmingham, Ljubljana, Munich) for twelve years (1965-1977). After
finishing his coaching career (1977), he was chosen a member of the
management board of the Israeli Table Tennis Association. He supervised the
central sports training for two decades. Between 1992-1996, he worked
voluntarily in the ITTA (sports captain). In 2000, he was chosen the director of
the Swaythling Club (Israel), which position he holds till this day'”.

In his long career, Fima Borys contributed to the cooperation of the
International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF), the European Table Tennis
Union (ETTU) and the Polish Table Tennis Association (PZTS) with the Israel
Table Tennis Associations (ITTA).

For his achievements in sports, Fima Borys was awarded the title of
a distinguished champion of the Hapoel many times (1959, 1960, 1961, 1963).
The authorities of Petach Tikva conferred on him the title of a distinguished
citizen (1996). In 2002, he received the diploma of a member of honour of the
Academic Sports Association (AZS) at the Higher School of Pedagogy in
Czgstochowa. In 2006, Fima Borys was awarded a PZTS golden badge, as well
as many distinctions for his services for the Table Tennis Association of Lower
Silesia (DZTS). During the jubilee celebration of the seventy-five years of
existence of the Polish Table Tennis Association (Warsaw 2007), the director of
Swaythling was awarded a PZTS golden badge.

'>'W. Pigta’s private archive. In 1957, the Polish champions in doubles were Janusz
Kusinski and Zbigniew Califiski, with Waldemar and Zdzistaw Zawisza in the
second position and Bogdan Latuszkiewicz and Tadeusz Deskur in the third place.

' W. Pigta’s private archive. Statistics of post-war World Cup.

'7 Olympic Museum in Lausanne, Maccabiah games before World War II. 1961
Diploma of the 6th Maccabiah, owned by F. Borys.

'8 F. Borys® private archive (trip to Israel on July 17th, 2006). Olympics Museum,
Documentation Centre, Multi-events Section: Book about Maccabiah Games before
World War 11, ref. No.: 17548.

1% “Swaythling Club” no. 75, 2005, p. 5.
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INTRODUCTION

In 1995, at the invitation of the 15" Hapoel Games Organizing Committee,
the Polish national table tennis team went to Israel. Along with the team went
the author of this study.

The stay in Israel brought additional inspiration for the detailed study of the
history of table tennis in Poland. Numerous archival documents prove that the
Jewish community made a substantial contribution towards the development of
this sport. Before the outbreak of WW 11, there were over three million citizens
of Jewish descent in Poland.

The subsequent visits to Israel, in 2000, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007, were
partly due to the carrying out of the preliminary archival research in the records
of the University of Ber Sheva, Bar Illan University, the Physical Education
Institute in Wingate, in The Maccabi Museum in Ramat Gan, as well as in the
private archives of Fima Borys and Jerzy Gayer'.

The valuable experience which I had gained as a sportsman, coach and
manager, made it, to some extent, easier for me to interpret the information
I found in the surviving sources. The comprehension of the specificity of this
sport and the familiarity with the methods of competition organization has
enabled me to make a general examination of the circumstances in which table
tennis was developing among the Jewish communities in the interwar Poland.

The preliminary research of the Polish literature on the subject indicates
that the achievements of the Jewish sportsmen, including table tennis players,
have not yet been fully appreciated in academic studies.

My research plan includes the preparation of a monograph on the occasion
of the centenary of table tennis in Poland (1912-2012).

The following works have been already published: Table tennis in Upper
Silesia between 1929-2004 (published in 2005) and Students’ Sports
Association in Czestochowa between 1945-2000 (published in 2007). Table
tennis amongst the Polish Jews will be published in 2008. My plans for the near
future also include the study of the Origins and Development of table tennis in
the Students’ Sports Association in Poland (1928-2008).

The aim of this study is to present the sports achievements of Jewish people
in table tennis in the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s.

The analysis of the literature on the subject and of the archival materials
leads to the conclusion that, during the interwar period, the success of the Polish

' I met Fima Borys during the Hapoel Games, held between 10th — 16th of June, 1995 in
Ranann near Tel Aviv. I was there with the Polish Team as a coach (L. Btaszczyk,
P. Siekierski, P. Narkiewicz, M. Przewoznik).

15



table tennis players in the national and international arena was mostly owed to
the players of Jewish decent.

The Jews established many sports clubs, the promotion of physical fitness
and health, especially amongst children and youth, being of great concern to
them. The ping-pong sections of those clubs would soon lead the way. Aside
from running the sports clubs, they also financed and managed district
associations of ping-pong and the Polish Association of Table Tennis.

The first chapter of this study defines the general characteristics of the
socioeconomic situation of the Jewish ethnic minority in Poland. The second
chapter concerns the origins of Jewish sports worldwide. It also describes the
organization and the accomplishments of the Jewish communities in world table
tennis. The following chapter outlines the tradition of the Jewish sports in
Poland, paying special attention to the origins and the evolution of the rules of
the game, the regulations and the equipment used for playing table tennis, as
well as the national and international competitions. The fourth chapter explains
the issues related to table tennis in Poland. Chapter 5 presents the organizational
and sports activities of the district associations of table tennis. The last, sixth,
chapter includes biographical notes concerning the most distinctive Polish
sportsmen and members of the associations.

The time span presented in this monograph embraces the period between
1924 and 1949. 1924 was the year that marked the beginning of the first
unofficial trainings in many centres across the Second Polish Republic, while
1949 brought the eradication of the Jewish sports clubs in the People’s Republic
of Poland.

The study into the history of Jewish sports in Poland was done chiefly by
Jarostaw Rokicki, a Warsaw-born Doctor of Humanities. The records garnered
by the significant educational institutions contain only brief mentions. They
were published by the External Department for Physical Education in Gorzéw
Wielkopolski, the Uiversity School of Physical Education (Akademia
Wychowania Fizycznego) in Warsaw, the AWF in Wroctaw, the University of
Warsaw, the University of Rzeszéw, the “Swigtokrzyski” University in Kielce
and the “Jan Dlugosz” University in Czgstochowa. These publications however
do not concern table tennis.

I gathered many helpful details at the New Record Office in Warsaw, the
Regional Archives in Katowice, Kielce, the National Archive in £.6dz, Krakow,
Lvov, and in the archives of the Physical Education Institute in Wingate (Israel).

I also looked into the records of the museum collections in Lausanne (the
Olympic Games Museum and the Museum of Table Tennis — ITTF) as well as
the Maccabiada Museum in Ramat Gan (Israel), and most of all, in Warsaw (the
Museum of Sports and Tourism), Tarnéw, £.6dz, Bielsko-Biala and Chorzéow.
The library collections found in the capital city proved themselves worthy of
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attention (the National Library and the University Library), as well as those in
Krakow (the Jagiellonian Library) and Lvov (the University Library).

The major part of the source materials consisted of information found in
magazines, such as “Nasz Przeglad”, “Nasz Przeglad Sportowy”, “Sport”;
“Przeglad Sportowy”; “Raz, Dwa, Trzy”, “Ilustrowany Przeglad Sportowy”,
“Kurier t6dzki”, “Tygodnik Zydowski”, “Chwila”, “Express Zaglebia”,
“Express Czgstochowski”, “Goniec Czgstochowski”, “Polonia”, “Siedem
Groszy”, “Robotnik”, “Dziennik Bydgoski”, “Kurier Wieczorny”, “Kurier
Poranny”, “Nowy Dziennik”, “Nowy Sportowiec”.

Also, private collections, verbal accounts, reports, programmes, chronicles,
jubilee publications, regional publications and announcements were used to
supplement this monograph.

Moreover, 1 found helpful the publications of Professors Jerzy Gaj and
Bernard Woltmann, as well as those of Professor Mirostaw Ponczek, Jarostaw
Rokicki PhD, Jan Kunze, Ryszard Kulczycki PhD, Robert Gawkowski PhD and
Wiestaw Picta PhD.

I had high expectations of the archival documents of the Polish Association
of Table Tennis (PTTS). However, it turned out that the PTTS does not keep
any records.

After a six-year long quest, the perseverance characteristic of a researcher

resulted in the undertaking of such an engrossing issue.
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Chapter 1
THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN THE INTERWAR
POLAND

When does the Jewish history begin? The Jews and the Christians alike
look for their origins in the biblical times. At the root of Judaism lies the Old
Testament.

The beginnings of the Jewish history in Eastern Europe are marked with
exile, migration and persecution. There is a great curiosity about the centuries-
old history of the Jewish nation in Poland. To enable its better understanding,
this chapter details certain issues related to the socioeconomic status of the
ethnic minority in question.

During the interwar period, anti-Semitism was frequent in Central and
Eastern Europe. Poland was a multiethnic country, so the relations between the
communities would often change.

a) population

During the interwar period, Poland had one of the largest Jewish
populations in the world. According to records, in 1921 the Jewish community
constituted 7.8%', and in 1931, the figures went up to 8.6%" of the whole
population. 3.5 million people belonged to this ethnic minority.

The largest Jewish communities were to be found in Krakow, £.6dz, Lvov,
Warsaw and Vilnius (on average, ca. 30%)3. 76.4% of them lived in towns and
cities, while the remaining 24.6% lived in the country. The central regions of
Poland (voivodeships of Warsaw, Biatystok, Lublin, £6dz, Kielce) was
inhabited by 56.8% of the Jewish population, the south of the country
(voivodeships of Krakow, Lvov, Stanistawéw, Tarnopol) — by 25.4%, Eastern
Poland (voivodeships of Vilnius, Nowogrddek, Polesie and Volhynia) — by
16.6%, and parts of Poland (voivodeships of Poznafi, Pomerania and Silesia)
only by 1.2% of the total Jewish minority.

IR, Kubiczek, Historia Polski w liczbach, Warszawa 2003, Vol. 1, p. 382. A census
concerning nationalities, mother tongues and religions.

2 F. Kubiczek, as above, p- 383.

3s. Bronsztejn, Zydzi w  Polsce miedzywojennej, Warszawa 1963; Z.H. Nowak,
Z. Karpus, Studia i szkice z dziejow Zydéw w regionie Battyku, Torun 1988, pp. 66-74.
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b) language

The main language used by the Jewish minority was Yiddish (79.9%).
Hebrew was used by 7.8%, and Polish by 11.9%, 0.4%* of the Jewish
community used other languages.

¢) social and professional structures

The majority of the Jews worked in industry, trade and insurance (16.7%).
Others found employment in healthcare (2.9%), educational and cultural
institutions (2.8%).

d) social situation

The commercial activity of the Jewish community and the economy of the
country were interrelated. A prosperous economy meant better financial status
of the Jewish community members. The religious tradition of an obligatory
celebration on Saturday (Sabbath)’ played an important part. At the beginning
of 1930s, the economic crisis which took place in Poland hit the Jewish
communities. During the period of the crisis, the authorities issued many
directives and orders which were disadvantageous for the Jewish minority.
Those were mainly the introduction of monopoly on salt, alcohol, rationing,
sanitary orders, the Ritual Slaughter Act (1936). The state administrative
apparatus (army, police) did not employ Jews.

The Jewish minority in Poland nourished their own, separate traditions. The
differences intensified especially in the second half of the 1930s.

The Jews had their own associations and guilds®. They also organized their
education system. Institutions were set up, whose aim was to create schools.
Those institutions were, inter alia, Chorew Central Institute for Education
(religious schools for males), Bejt Jakow (schools for females), CISZO (secular
schools), Tarbut (nationalistic schools focused on Hebrew culture), the
Federation of the Jewish Secondary Schools (Polish-Hebrew profiled), Szutt
und Kultur Farband (Judaic and Hebrew schools), the Association for Help and
Support for the Agricultural and Craft Work in Poland (vocational schools),
Yeshivas (religious higher education institutions). There were three institutions
designated to organize and run the education system in Lower Silesia. They

‘R, Kubiczek, Historia Polski w liczbach, Warszawa 2003, Vol. 1, p. 493, cf. Reprint of
Rocznik Polityczny i Gospodarczy 1939, Warszawa 2004, p. 19.

> J. Tomaszewski, A. Zbikowski, Zydzi w Polsce, Warszawa 2001, p. 469.

 W. Jaworski, Struktura i wptywy syjonistycznych organizacji politycznych w Polsce,
Warszawa 1996. The characteristic features of social life ware numerous
organizations, associations and guilds. It was through them that the social life
organized. Charity organizations constituted their major part; K. Samsonowska,
Wyznaniowe gminy zydowskie i ich spotecznosci w wojewddztwie krakowskim
(1918-1939), Krakéw 2005, pp. 184-185.
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were the Jewish Committee, Hechaluc Pionier and the Congregations. In 1947,
apart from primary schools, a secondary school was open, as well as art schools:
of fine arts (named after Judyta Berg), of music (named after B. Huberman), of
ballet (named after Judyta Berg and Feliks Fibich). In Czgstochowa, in 1917,
there were 15 elementary schools for Jewish children, while the older children
would attend mixed schools. There were also religious schools (Cheders)’. The
Jewish minority financed and maintained their own healthcare institutions
(hospitals)g.

There were many Jewish social movements and political parties in the
interwar Poland. Small groups would join parties of socialist’, communist'®,
Zionist'"' and religious orientations. Almost all the parties demanded the
abolition of all legal and administrative restrictions. The Jewish minority had
their own parliamentary associations in the Sejm (lower chamber of the
Parliament of the Republic of Poland).

The Jewish cultural life in Poland was very intense and differentiated
(literature, cinema, theatre, press). It developed in three languages: Hebrew,
Jewish (Yiddish) and Polish.

7). Tomaszewski, A. Zbikowski, Zydzi w Polsce, Warszawa 2001, p. 369; R. Zebrowski,
Dzieje Zydo’w w Polsce 1918—1939, A Selection of Source Texts, Warszawa 1993,
p. 119. In June 1923, the Education Committee of the Sejm accepted a motion
concerning the introduction of numerus clausus. In reality, numerus clausus was not
enforced but the Jewish youth did have difficulties getting into universities;
R. Zebrowski, Dzieje Zydow w Polsce 1918—1939, Warszawa 1993, pp. 45-47, 119-120;
Z. Jakubowski, S. Podobiniski, Z dziejow Zydéw w Czestochowie, Czestochowa 2002;
S. Bronsztejn, Zydzi na Dolnym Slgsku po Il wojnie swiatowej, Wroctaw 1993.

¥ J. Tomaszewski, Zydzi w Polsce, Warszawa 2001, pp. 514-515. The Healthcare
Association of the Jewish Minority in Poland (TOZ) is a social organization founded
in Poland, in 1921. In 1939, TOZ supervised over 300 medical and sanitary
institutions in 50 towns, employing some 1000 persons. TOZ was closed down and
the institutions were nationalized.

° The influential Jewish parties included, inter alia, Bund (Jewish Workers’
Association).

107, Grzywa, Zydowski Robotniczy Ruch Oswiatowo-Kulturalny w Wojewddztwie
Kieleckim w latach 1918—1939 in the bulletin issued by the Jewish Institute of
History in Poland, Warszawa 1990, no. 3—4, pp. 121-139.

"' K. Samsonowska, Wyznaniowe gminy zydowskie i ich spotecznosci w wojewddztwie
krakowskim (1918-1939), Krakéw 2005, pp. 157-164. The Zionist trend was
distinctive for the plurality of its programmes and organizations of political, social,
educational, cultural and sport nature. The movement strongly supported initiatives
of creating a modern Jewish state in Palestine where Hebrew would be in use.
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The Jewish communities read the press published in Yiddish'?, Hebrew'’
and Polish'®. The cultural organization structures also involved theatre". The
most important centers of dramatic art in Poland were Warsaw, Krakow, £.6dz,
Lvov and Vilnius. The cultural work was organized by the Jewish theatre, the
Jewish amateur theatre movement and drama societies. The activities of the
latter were occasional and sprang mostly from immediate needs (performances
organized on the occasion of sports competitions, scouts meetings or Jewish
holidays).

The youth and the adults could, through Jewish sports clubs, practice sport,
tourism and recreation. The size of the Jewish sports clubs depended on their
sports level, financial resources or the activities of associations and political
parties.

Even in sport life, signs of anti-Semitism were common (there were
difficulties with establishing sports clubs; no places at training camps; excessive
charges for rental of gyms, playing fields, stadiums; limiting the number of
sportsmen taking part in competitions; limiting the number of district table
tennis associations’ officials), as well as manifestations of chauvinism (the fans’
behaviour at football matches, boxing contests or athletics competitions) and
unfair competition. The Jews also contended with financial difficulties
(subventions for constructions of gyms and playing fields were limited or
denied; there were difficulties with receiving financial help for statutory
activities).

2 M. Fuks, Prasa Zydowska w Warszawie 1823—-1939, Warszawa 1979. The most
popular journals in Yiddish were “Hajnt”, “Der Moment” and “Sport Cajtung”.

" In total, between 1918 and 1939, there were around 370 journals and magazines
w Jewish languages, 40% of them were published in Polish. Cf. M. Fuks, Prasa
zydowska w Polsce w latach 1823—1939, Warszawa 1979. The Journals published in
Jewish were “Lodzier Togbtat”, “Dos Judisze Wort”, “Fotks Cajtung”, “Jidysze
Togbtat”.

' “Chwila” was published in Lvov, “Nasz Przeglad” in Warsaw, “Nowy dziennik” in
Krakow.

15 J. Tomaszewski, A. Zbikowski, Zydzi w Polsce, Warszawa 2001, pp. 498-512.
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Chapter 2
THE ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF JEWISH
SPORTS WORLDWIDE

The beginnings of Jewish sport tradition date back to the 18" century. The
pioneers in this field were boxers Samuel Eklias, Barney Aaron, the Belasco
brothers and Issac Bitton'. Throughout that period however, Daniel Mendoza,
a Portuguese boxer, was the most successful competitor, repeatedly winning the
English Championships between 1792 and 1795°.

In the second half of the 19" century, sportsmen of Jewish descent, such as
Lipman Pike (baseball)3, Lon Myers (athletics)* and Louis Rubinstein (figure-
skating)’ were the elite of world sport.

In the first half of the 20" century, the major accomplishments of the
Jewish sportsmen were mainly those achieved by boxers. During the interwar
period, they won twenty Olympic medals. The second most popular discipline
among Jews was fencing®. The Olympic and world fencing champions came
from Belgium, Austria, England, Denmark, Hungary and France. Table tennis
(ping-pong) was classified as third most popular discipline. One of the
disciplines that reached a certain degree of popularity within the minority in
question was athletics, and in this context some of the exceptional sportsmen
have to be mentioned: Myer Prinstein (USA) — the long jump and triple jump
Olympic Champion from Paris and St. Louis (1900, 1904)’, Irena Kirszenstein-
-Szewinska — the many times Olympic medallist®, and Faina Melnik (Ukraine) —

''J. Siegman, Jewish Sport Legends (4th ed.), Virginia 2005; Encyklopedia Judaica,
Jerusalem 1972, Vol. XV, pp. 291-318.

* Ibid., p. 53.

’ Lipman “Lip” Pike (1845-1893), Philadelphia Athletics. He would run 100 yards’
distance in 10.0 sec.

* Laurence E. “Lon” Myers, born in 1858 in the U.S.A., WR holder for 100, 444 and
888 yards sprint.

> Louis Rubinstein (1861-1931) from Canada. The first World Champion.

6. Siegman, Jewish Sport Legends (4th ed.), Virginia 2005.

7 Ibid., p. 195. M. Prinstein was born in 1880 in Russia. He performed record a long
jump (7,50m) and a triple jump (14,47m).

¥ Z. Gluszek, Leksykon Polskich Olimpijczykéw 1924-1998, Warszawa 1999, p. 341;
J. Siegman, Jewish Sport Legends (4th ed.), Virginia 2005, pp. 191-192; Przewodnik
Encyklopedyczny po wspotczesnej Europie, Poznan 2004, pp. 461, 463, 488;
W. Liponski, Polacy na Olimpiadach, Poznan 2000, p. 64; J. Lis, T. Olszanski, Od
Aten do Sydney, Warszawa 2000, pp. 76-77; Na olimpijskim szlaku 1972,
Monachium, Warszawa 1973, pp. 62-63.
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disc thrower, Olympic Champion from Montreal and Munich. However, the
record for most medals among the sportsmen of Jewish descent is held by Mark
Spitz’. Other famous contestants came from Germany (Alfred Flatow —
gymnastics) and Hungary (Agnes Keleti — gymnastics, Hajos Guttmann —
swimming, and Eva Szekely — swimming). More Olympic medals were won in
wrestling, weight lifting, judo, yachting, canoeing, rowing, basketball, water
polo, figure-skating, speed-skating and ice hockey. Between 1896 and 2004,
Jewish contestants won 325 medals altogether, 135 of them were gold'’.

The modern history of Jewish sports is closely related to the Zionist
movement (whose task was to foster physical education among the Jewish
nation). In Berlin, in 1898, Judische Turnverein Bar Kochba was created. Its
first activities concerned setting up the association of Jewish gymnastic teams
of Europe.

It should also be mentioned, that the First Jewish Gymnastics Day took
place in Basel (1903). In that year, there were ca.2000 members of the
gymnastics associations. For comparison, in 1907, the numbers went up to
2715. Between 1909 and 1919, sports clubs from Lvov, Tarnopol,
Constantinople, Palestine and Turkey joined the association''.

In the Interwar Europe, the most important football club was Hakoah Vienna
(1920-1930)'*. Many gymnastics and sports associations were created, where
thousands of young Jews could work on their physical fitness. In Germany, the
Bar Kochba Berlin club was one of the best performing sports clubs. In Hungary,
the most noticeable one was Vivo es Athletikai S.C. from Budapest. In Poland, the
Makkabi Warsaw had over one thousand members. Hagibor Prague was one of
the most popular Jewish sports club in Czechoslovakia. There were Jewish sports
clubs in Lithuania and Latvia as well.

In 1921, the Maccabi World Union (MWU) was created. The authorities
approved the statute and the rules of the association, which allowed national
associations to gain access to the MWU. During the Maccabi World Union
Rally (Antwerp, 1930), Poland was represented by 127 sportsmen. The first
Maccabiah Games were held in 1932. There were 390 sportsmen from
18 countries participating in it, 60 of them from Syria and Egypt". There were
only 10 competitors from the USA. The Polish, Austrian and American teams

 Mark Spitz, born February 10th, 1950 in Modesto (California). Seven-time gold
medallist from Munich; in total, winner of 9 Olympic gold medals. 33-time WR
holder, participated in the 1965 Maccabiah Games.

193, Siegman, Jewish Sport Legends (4th ed.), Virginia 2005, p. 29.

1. Tomaszewski, Zydzi w Polsce, pp. 427-429.

12 Maccabiah Museum in Ramat Gan (Hakoah Vienna chronicle).

13 3. Tomaszewski, Zydzi w Polsce, p. 290; 2005 Maccabiah Album, Ramat Gan 2005.
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won the most medals. The team of Polish Jews was classified first in the general
score.

1350 competitors from 28 countries took part in the Second Maccabiah
Games, held in 1935. The sportsmen competed in 21 disciplines. The
subsequent Summer Maccabiah Games took place in 1953, 1957, 1961, 1965,
1969, 1973, 1977, 1981, 1985, 1989, 1993, 1997, 2001, 2005". In 1933,
between the First and the Second Maccabiah, the World Summer Maccabiah
Games were held in Prague. Representatives of 11 countries took part, including
those of Palestine and the Free City of Danzig. The Third Maccabiah, scheduled
for 1937, was cancelled.

A great organizational success of a considerable propaganda value was
achieved by the Polish Jews, who organized the Winter Maccabiah Games in
Zakopane (2-5 February, 1933)". Polish representatives turned out to be the
best. The Second Winter Maccabiah Games took place in Banska Bystrica,
Czechoslovakia (18-24 February, 1936)'°.

At the end of the 1930s, anti-Semitism in many European countries was
aimed at Jewish sportsmen. Sports associations would not consent to competing
with Jewish sports clubs'’. WW II was the time of numerous executions of
Jewish people in concentration camps and on the fronts. Many members of the
Maccabiah actively fought against the German army in Europe and in Africa,
having joined the Allied armies (the Maccabiah unit fought in El Alamein and
Bizera)'®. There were Jews that joined the resistance movements in France,
England and in the occupied Poland. Despite many difficulties, the sport,
forbidden in Poland by the occupants, was still practised, sometimes at the
highest cost.

'“'W. Pigta’s private archive.

> D. Matyja, Sport, Warsaw 2000, p. 154.

16 J. Tomaszewski, Zydzi w Polsce, p. 433.

' Lvovsky Oblasny Dzierzhavny Arkhiv, ref. No. 594/38, ZKS Hasmonea Lvov File.
A report on the activities of the Central Committee of the Makabi Association in
Poland, Nov, 1936 — Mar 1938. On December 20th, 1937, the authorities of the Central
Committee requested the National Department of Physical Education and the Union of
Polish Sports Associations (ZPZS) for rescission of the resolution excluding the non-
Polish associations from the list of sports associations. On January 27th, 1938, the
Central Committee repeated their request for admittance into the ZPZS, which was
denied. Cf. W. Roszkowski, Najnowsza historia Polski 1914—1945, Warszawa 2003,
pp. 319, 329; B. Tuszynski, Sport Polski Walczqcej 1939-1945, Warszawa 2006. The
main manifestations of anti-Semitism in sports competitions were: unfair treatment by
the umpires/referees, deriding, malignancy, interrupting the competitions by the fans,
not inviting the 7KSs to tournaments, denial of subventions. In table tennis, anti-
Semitism was hardly present.

18 «“Midrasz” no. 12, 2000, pp- 7-8.
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Practising sport gave a unique opportunity to Jewish people. They could
gather without any limitations or restrictions. Sports activities influenced the
revival of the Jewish minority in Poland.

After the war, not many Jews went back to competing in the Olympic
Games, World Cup or European championships. During the 1980s and 1990s,
the European sports associations decided to include Israel in the Continental
competitions'’.

The interest in sports and making a dream come true allowed many
generations of Jewish people to integrate and believe in the creation of Israel,
which eventually took place in 1948.

2.1. The development of table tennis worldwide, paying
special attention to the Jewish minority

There were many widely spread theories concerning the origins of table
tennis. China, England and the U.S. are considered to be pioneers in this field*.
The discipline itself was probably already known in the 17" century®', at first as
whiff-whaff, later as gossima, indoor tennis and ping-pong. The proponents of
ping-pong in Europe were English officers and engineers”. The Jewish
community became interested in this game before WW 1. It was then, when the
first ping-pong parlours were open, as well as clubs ping-pong cafes (Café Ping-
Pong, Tischtenniscafe in Berlin), restaurants and table-tennis rooms.

The first table tennis show took place in England, in 1898 (Queen’s Hall in
London). It was in England, in 1902, where the first national federation was
established, the English Table Tennis Association. At the turn of the 19™ and
20™ centuries, the first table tennis catalogues and manuals appeared®. In 1890,
James Gibb brought a celluloid ball to England from the U.S. (until then, the
matches were played with wooden, cork or rubber balls). The development of

' The President of the Polish Table Tennis Association, Jerzy Dachowski, played an
important part in the admittance of Israel into the European sports associations
(member of the Executive Committee of the European Table Tennis Federation).

2'W. Liponski, Encyklopedia Sportéw Swiata, Poznan 2001, pp. 380-381; Z. Uzorinac,
ITTF 1926-2001, Table Tennis Legends, Zagreb 2001, p. VI; W. Kozielski, Gra
Ping-Pong, £.6dZ 1927, pp. 7-8; G.N. Gurney, Table Tennis, London 1990, pp. 1-3.

*! 7. Uzorinac, Table Tennis Legends, p. VL.

* R. Kulczycki, Tenis Stotowy w Polsce 1919-1989, Gorzéw Wikp. 1998. pp. 12-13;
Cf. “Poczatki Gry w Ping-Ponga”, a typescript by A. Gasiorski, owned by W. Pigta.
> . Jagues and Son, Ping-Pong, England 1900; A. Golsworthy, Ping-Pong People,
England 1901. Handbook of the Ping-Pong, England 1902. Spaldings Athletic

Library; Tennis Table, USA 1902.
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table tennis also concerned tables and rackets. New national federations and
table tennis sports clubs emerged®’. They competed in games organized within
the clubs, communities, or in many intercity and international competitions. It
should be noted that there were no set rules of the game.

Ping-pong became a very popular sport, recognized mainly in Europe. On
December 12" 1926, on the initiative of, among others, Jewish sportsmen and
officials, a world organization of this discipline” was established in London,
i.e. the International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF). The first president of the
ITTF was Ivor Montagu, an Englishman of Jewish descent®®. His mother, Lady
Gladys Goldsmid Montagu Swaythling (1879-1965) was also a president of the
English Table Tennis Association, as well as the sponsor of the Men’s World
Team Cup trophy”’ (the Swaythling Cup).

2.2. The achievements of the Jewish sportsmen in
international competitions

In the 1920s and 1930s, the Jewish sportsmen had a significant influence
on the development of table tennis in Europe and in the world. The leading table
tennis players in Hungary were:

Ronald Jakobi, who won the national championships in 1910. In 1926, he
won three gold medals during the World Championships in London, in team
play, singles and doubles (with Pesci)*®.

24 «Chwila” no. 757, 1937. In Lvov, the charge for renting a tennis table at a table tennis
parlor was 15 grosze.

% The first founding convention of the International Table Tennis Federation took place
on Dec 12th, 1926 in the London house of Lady Dowager Swaythling. It was then
when the statute and the rules of the game were drawn up and accepted. The
convention included the English, Austrians, Czechs, Germans, Welsh, Swedish,
Hungarians and Indians.

6 J. Siegman, Jewish Sport Legends (4th ed.), Virginia 2005, p. 170. Ivor Goldsmid
Montagu (born Apr 23rd, 1904 in London, died in 1984), became a table tennis
official at the age of 18. President of ITTF between 1926 and 1967, President of the
English Federation in 1923-1929, 1932-1933 and 1936-1958. One of the creators of
the table tennis rules and of the rules of the international sports competitions (World
Cup). Montagu was the first non-player who was placed in the ITTF fame gallery.

*'W. Pieta’s private archive

¥ 7. Uzorinac, ITTF 1926-2001, Table Tennis Legends, p. 27. R. Jakobi was born in
1891 in Budapest. He won 6 World Cup medals, 4 of them were gold (Jews in
Hungarian Sports, Tel Aviv 1993, pp. 34-35). President of the Hungarian Table
Tennis Federation between 1945-1948. Died in Budapest, at the age of 60.
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Zoltan Mechlovits, who in 1910 won the first title of Hungarian
Championship in doubles, and in 1928, in Stockholm, won the World Singles
Cup, winning two gold medals in mixed doubles (with Mednyanszky) at the
same time. In 1926 and 1928, while in the Hungarian national team, he won
three gold medals. He won the Austrian (1925), the Czechoslovakian (1926),
and German (1926) Championships, as well as the Hungarian Championships in
1911, 1925, 1926 and 1928%.

Laszlo Bellak, a Hungarian and American representative, a joker, a juggler
and a showman, the prince of table tennis. He participated (for considerable
sums of money) in many shows in every continent. Altogether, L. Bellak won
seven championship titles, six of them were in team play (1928, 1930, 1931,
1934, 1935, 1938). In 1931, he won the first Open International Championships
of Silesia, held in Krélewska Huta™. During the WW II, as a soldier of the
American army, he fought in India and Burma. He is a many times U.S.
champion. After retiring from professional table tennis, he played in the
veterans’ world championships. On the day of his ninety-fifth birthday, he took
part in a show match in Budapest™'.

Victor Barna, the player of all time. His international career began in
1925. Between 1929 and 1954 he won forty world championships medals,
twenty-two of them were gold, seven silver and eleven bronze. He was a five
time World Singles Champion (1930, 1932, 1933 — Baden, 1933 — Paris, 1935).
He won the open championships of Germany, Austria, France, Australia,
England, the U.S. He was a coach in New Zealand, Australia, Nigeria, Ghana,
India, France, England and South Africa®®. Throughout the interwar period,

¥ Z. Uzorinac, ITTF 1926-2001, Table Tennis Legends, pp. 34-35. Z. Mechlovits
(1891-1951), used the Asian style when playing. A person of merit also for the ITTF
(umpire matters, making ranking lists). After the war, coach and sports captain at the
1947 and 1948 World Cup.

Oy, Pigta, Tenis Stotowy na Gornym S'lqsku w latach 1929-2004, Czestochowa 2005, p. 16.

3. Siegman, Jewish Sport Legends (4th ed.), Virginia 2005, pp. 168—-169. L. Bellak,
born in 1911 in Budapest, left-handed player. For his sports achievements, he was
placed in the Jewish sport Hall of Fame. After finishing his sports career, he ran his
own printing and lithography business. At the age of 90, he participated in a table
tennis show in Budapest.

32 Victor Gyozo Barna-Braun (born in 1911 in Budapest) was born into a numerous
family (5 siblings). Jews in Hungarian Sports, Tel Aviv 1993, pp. 34-35. He started
his sports career under the direction of Sandor Glancz (former Hungarian
representative). In1939, he represented England. He suffered a heart attack on board
of a plane to Venezuela, as a result of which, he died in Lima, Peru, in 1972. Many
of his works on table tennis were published. His sports achievements granted him
a place in the Jewish sport legends “Hall of Fame”. In the 1960’s, the best Polish
players, Danuta Calinska and Czestawa Noworyta, used “Barna’s” racket.
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V. Barna visited Poland many times during the show competitions (Warsaw,
£.6dz)>. He also represented Europe.

Miklos Szabados, a fifteen time world champion (six gold medals in
doubles with V. Barna, three medals in mixed — with M. Mednyanszky). The
winner of twenty-five international tournaments. He emigrated in 1937, in order
to promote table tennis in Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong, India, Macao,
China, Malaysia, Vietnam, Indonesia, Japan and Ceylon. During the 1940s,
1950s and 1960s he lived in Australia (player and national team coach). He was
forty-eight when he died in Sidney™.

Also, Istvan Kelen, the many time world champion, should be numbered
among the best Hungarian table tennis players.

One of the best female players of the interwar period was Annus Sipos,
born in 1908 in Szeged. She went to school in Budapest, where she also played
ping-pong. Her game quickly reached the world level. At first, she was not
included in the Hungarian national representation for the 1926 World Cup. She
made her debut in 1929 and won her first gold medal in mixed doubles (with
Istvan Kelen). Sipos won twenty-one world championship medals, eleven of
those were gold, including two medals in singles (1932 — Prague, 1933 —
Baden). She was splendid in doubles. The last time she took part in world
championships was in Budapest, in1950, where she was also a sports captain.
Thanks to her achievements, she was placed second in the world ranking of all
time (number of medals won). At first, she played the penholder style™.

Some of the world champions were Austrian. Alfred Liebster was the 1936
World Team Champion (Prague) and the 1928 golden medallist in doubles, with
R. Thum™. Richard Bergman, who also represented Poland and England, was
the World Singles Champion in 1937 (Baden), 1939 (Cairo), 1948 (London)
and 1950 (Budapest)”. In the 1950s, he established “The Bergman’s Circus”.
His players would play in the match intervals of the famous professional
basketball team, the Harlem Globetrotters.

An important competitor in the world championships was Trauta Kleinova
from Czechoslovakia, a World Team Champion in 1935 and 1936, and a gold

3w, Pigta’s private archive. “Polonia”, no. 2236 of Dec 27th, 1930. Barna won
16 show matches which were played on Dec 13th and 14th, 1930; ITTF Bulletin,
no. 6, Dec 2006.

3 J. Siegman, Jewish Sport Legends (4th ed.), Virginia 2003, pp. 171-172.

¥ Ibid., p. 171. Z. Uzorinac, ITTF 1926-2001, Table Tennis Legends, pp. 43—-44.

'W. Pigta’s private archive. Team World Cup list.

37 J. Siegman, Jewish Sport Legends (4th ed.), Virginia 2005, p. 169; Z. Uzorinac, ITTF
1926-2001, Table Tennis Legends, pp. 84-90; B. Latuszkiewicz, Alfabet tenisa
stofowego, Warszawa 1997. R. Bergman’s Fair Play Trophy is awarded during every
World Cup competition.
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medallist in mixed doubles with Mirostaw Hamer (1936). During the WW 11,
she was imprisoned in the Auschwitz concentration camp. She emigrated to the
U.S. soon after the war™®,

In the U.S.A., the two sisters, Thelma Thalol and Leah Thall Neuberger
won over fifty U.S. championship medals. The younger sister, Leah, won a gold
medal in Japan (1956) in mixed doubles with Erwin Klein, who was a doubles
partner of Bernard Pukiet®.

In her long sports career, Angelica Adelstein-Rozenau, won seventeen
world champion titles and seven European championship medals. She
represented Romania. She won her first gold in the world championships in
mixed doubles (with B. Vana) in 1951 in Vienna. In 1952, 1953, 1954, 1955 she
was the world champion in singles*. She was the first Romanian sportsperson
to win a gold medal in the world championships. Between 1950 and 1960, she
was a member of the Romanian Table Tennis Association. In the 1960/1961
season, she won in the Maccabiah Games. In the 1980s she emigrated to Israel.

A major part in the world table tennis was also played by Polish players:
A. Ehrlich, S. Finkelstein, E. Schiff, the Pohoryles brothers, W. Loewenhertz,
B. Pukiet*'.

Many players were anonymous, they used assumed names. The Jewish
sportsmen prevailed in championships on the level of towns, cities, countries,
Europe and in the world championships. They won over a hundred medals
throughout that period. Their achievements would be greater had they not
abandoned the trainings and sports competitions due to anti- Semitism,
especially between 1938 and 1939 and during WW II, when the enemy turned
out to be more powerful. The Jews had to flee the Germans, they died in battle,
in death camps and in exile. Thanks to, among other things, practicing sports,
a large group of Jews survived that dramatic period and carried on with their
interests and love of sport after the war.

The Jewish community may be, without any doubt, proud of their table
tennis players. Between 1925 and 1949, the Jews had an enormous influence on
the development of this discipline. In the interwar World Cup (1926-1939),
forty, out of the total of seventy-seven medals awarded, were won by Jewish

* Ibid., pp. 169-170. T. Kleinova (1918-1975).

¥T. Bogan, Historian USATT, Washington 1999. B. Pukiet, born in Sosnowiec, former
Silesian champion and Polish vice-champion.

* Oral account by F. Borys. A. Adelstein-Rozenau (1921-2006) was an active
participant of the Israel Swaythling Club works, whose president is Fima Borys. She
died in Haifa (Israel). Swaythling Club Bulletin, no. 2, Israel 2006. Au Top du Top.
Mondial Ping-pong, Paris 2003, pp. 18-19.

*1'W. Pigta’s private archive. Cf. R. Kulczycki, Tenis stotowy w Polsce w latach 1919-1989,
Gorzéw Wlkp. 1998.
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ping-pong players*>. They were successful in national and international
championships on all the continents. They promoted table tennis through shows,
they trained youth and adults in Europe, Asia, South America, Africa, Australia
and New Zealand. The leading table tennis players, after retiring from their
sports careers, would often turn out to be outstanding managers and coaches.

A major part in organizing and establishing the international federation and
the national associations of table tennis was played by Jewish officials. They
were lawyers, bankers, traders, factory owners. The Jews created the statutes
and the rules of the game. They had an influence on the evolution of the table
tennis equipment.

*'W. Pigta’s private archive. Statistics. 1931-1393 World Cup programmes.
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Chapter 3
THE SPORTS TRADITIONS AMONG THE JEWISH
COMMUNITIES IN POLAND (UNTIL 1949)

3.1. Jewish sports until 1939

A hundred and ten years ago, the tradition of Jewish sports in Poland
begun. In 1886 in Bielsko (presently Bielsko-Biata) in the south of Poland
(Bielsko was then a part of Austria)', the first gymnastics association was
created. The main aim of the association was to promote gymnastics among the
Jewish youth of the Bielsko area®. The project was initiated and carried out by
a group of Jewish intelligentsia. At the beginning of the 20" century, the
association changed the name to the “Makkabi” Jewish Gymnastics and Sports
Association’.

The first Jewish Sports Club (ZKS) in Poland was established in 1901 in
Lvov. It was called “Dror” Jewish Gymnastics and Sports Association. In 1907,
the football section separated from the “Dror” Association®, and an independent
7ZKS “Hasmonea” Lvov® was established. In the same period of time, in Galicia,
several ZKS’s were created: Makkabi Krakow (1907)6, Jutrzenka Krakow

' Popularna Encyklopedia Powszechna, Krakéw 2001, pp. 236-238.

*W. Jaworski, Ludnosé¢ zydowska w wojewddztwie Slaskim w latach 1922—1939,
Katowice 1991, p. 143. Thanks to the Jewish sports clubs, the young and the adults
could practise sports, recreation and tourism. The association was registered by the
name Bielitz-Bialer Israelitischer Turnverein.

*7. Borzyminska, R. Zebrowski, Polski Stownik Judaistyczny, Vol. 11, Warszawa 2003,
p- 89. Makkabi was the strongest current of the Jewish sports life. Its name alludes to
the descendants of Judas Maccabeus. The first Makkabi centres were established in
Berlin and Constantinople.

* Z. Borzymifiska, R. Zebrowski, Polski Stownik Judaistyczny, Vol. I, Warsaw 2003.

> 7. Borzyminska, R. Zebrowski, Polski Stownik Judaistyczny, Vol. II, Warsaw 2003,
p. 564. Cf. State Archive of Lvov Oblast, Lvov, ref. no. 110/5/78, p. 54. The
Hasmonea Lvov sports club was founded in 1908 by Rudolf Kohn. During its
eventful history of the interwar period, the major sports achievements belonged to the
footballers and table tennists.

% Makkabi Krakow was the best Jewish sports club in Galicia. Founded on the initiative
of Mieczystaw Horowitz. The best sections of the Cracovian Makkabi were: water
polo, swimming, cycling. The club ceased to exist in 1949.
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(1911)" and Samson Tarnéw (1912)°. Despite the disapproval of the tsarist
authorities, on the initiative of the Jewish students, ZKS “Jordania” was
established in Warsaw (the organization was illegal)g. The “Bar Kochba”
Jewish Gymnastics Association was created in Katowice, in1909'°. Before the
outbreak of WW I, there were twenty-eight Jewish sports clubs, with one
thousand five hundred members altogether; five hundred of them were
women'.

Sport within the Jewish minorities had an enormous influence on the
development and promotion of physical education in Galicia. It was possible
thanks to the liberal attitude of the Austrian authorities. The authorities of the
central and northern areas of Poland did not allow for establishing sports clubs
or ZKS’s (numerous refusals of registration by the tsarist authorities). The
German invasion of Poland was used by the Jewish communities, who
established sports associations in £6dz'?, Vilnius', Biatystok'* and Warsaw"”.

The sports movement was considered by its proponents as an action aiming
at the creation of a modern secular Jewish culture.

After Poland had regained independence, the government of the Second
Republic recognized that sports activities were of much importance to the youth
(main reason being the defense of the country), and that it was beneficial to the
nation. Owing to this fact, the authorities started supporting all the initiatives

"J. Rokicki, Zydowskie organizacje sportowe i turystyczne w Polsce w pierwszej
potowie XX w. a typescript of a doctoral dissertation, doctoral defence on Nov 16th,
2005. Cf. "Jutrzenka Krakow".

$S. Potepa, Co nam zostato z tarnowskiego sportu, Tarnéw 1994, pp. 17-31. The
earliest pieces of information come from Jewish sources. As Abraham Chomet wrote
in his work Tarnéw. Zagtada zydowskiego miasta, the origins of the largest and most
famous Jewish sports club of Tarnéw, the Samson Tarnéw, date back to 1921. It was
founded on the initiative of the local nationalists — the Zionists. Samson (means
"Strongman").

? J. Rokicki, Zydowskie organizacje sportowe i turystyczne w Polsce w pierwszej
potowie XX w., cf. "Jordania"

0y, Jaworski, Ludnos¢ zydowska w wojewodztwie slaskim w latach 1922-1939,
Katowice 1991, pp. 143-150.

1y, Tomaszewski, Zydzi w Polsce, Warszawa 2001, p. 434.

'2 A. Bogusz, Zydowskie stowrzyszenia sportowe w Eodzi w latach 19181939, L.6dz
1992, pp. 4-54.

'>'W. Pieta's private archive.

'“'W. Pieta's private archive.

15 7. Borzyminiska, R. Zebrowski, Polski Stownik Judaistyczny, Warszawa 2003, p. 91.
Makkabi Warsaw — the largest multi-section Jewish sports club (18 sports
disciplines), founded in 1915 with the help of German occupation authorities. It had
over 1000 members.

34



regarding establishing sports clubs, building sports fields, stadiums, sports halls,
organizing training courses. However, at the beginning of the 1920s, the Jewish
sports clubs could not count on any help from the Polish authorities.
Nevertheless, a considerable increase in the number of Jewish sports clubs was
noted.

Bielsko (the city where the first ZKS was established) became the center of
Jewish gymnastics and sports (June 6™, 1926) and of the Polish International
“Makkabi” Association. The first convention took place in Warsaw, on June
16™ 1930'. The central office divided Poland into ten districts: Warsaw,
Kielce, Lvov, Bialystok, Krakow, Volhynia, £.6dz, Nowogrédek, Bielsko and
Vilnius. There were thirty-three Jewish sports clubs representatives from all
over Poland taking part in the first convention.

The tasks of the districts were as follows: launching propaganda campaigns
and winning over the Jewish communities; organizing camps and courses for
instructors; establishing their own publishing houses for sports literature in
Jewish and Hebrew; cooperation on creating a mobile library for the use of the
Jewish sports clubs; organization of a central permanent physical education
camp for the use of the Jewish Union of Sports and Gymnastics Associations of
Poland; building sports fields (at least one in every big city); providing newly
established clubs with legal and organizational advice; establishing a financial
institution which would grant short-term loans to the clubs'”.

An important role in the popularization of the Jewish sports in schools was
played by secondary schools (e.g. “Ascola” in Warsaw) and, among the
university students, by the Jewish Academic Sports Association (ZASS)'®.

In the mid 1930s, the Makkabi Association was in charge of a hundred and
thirty-three sports clubs and thirty thousand members in total'’. One year later
(in 1935), the number of the clubs increased to a hundred and fifty one, and the
number of the members went up to forty thousand.

In that time, the Jewish sports movement was one of the strongest and the
best organized amongst national minorities. It included children, youth and
senior teams. The most popular disciplines were gymnastics, football, athletics,
boxing, swimming and table tennis (ping-pong). The best clubs of that period
were: Hasmonea Lvov, Makkabi t.odz, Makkabi Krakow, Makkabi Warsaw,
ZASS Warsaw, Makkabi Bielsko, Hakoah Krakow, Samson Tarnéw, Gwiazda
Warsaw, Hakoah £.odz, Bar kochba £.odz.

16 J. Tomaszewski, Zydzi w Polsce, Warszawa 2001, p. 432.

' W. Pieta's private archive.

'8 J. Rokicki, Zydowskie organizacje sportowe i turystyczne w Polsce w pierwszej
potowie XX w., p. 317.

9 J. Tomaszewski, Zydzi w Polsce, Warszawa 2001, p. 432.
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The Jewish sportsmen achieved many good results. Alojzy Ehrlich, a table
tennis player, was a tree times vice-champion and world champion. The
Pohoryles brothers, Emylles Schiff (Gutek) and Shimcha Finkelstein were
world championships bronze medallists. Szapsel Rotholc won a bronze medal in
boxing during the European Championships in Budapest (1934)* and was
a very popular sportsman in Poland. Roman Kantor, a fencer (specialized in
sword), born in 1912 in £.6dZ, in a merchant family, was a member of the LKS
L6dz, and a representative at the Olympic Games in Berlin, as well as a many
time champion of Poland*!. Leon Sperling (1900-1941), alias “Muniu”,
a Krakow-born football player, a member of the national team at the Olympic
Games in Paris (1924), played for Jutrzenka and Cracovia. He made his debut
as the representative of Poland in a match against the Hungarian team. He
played on the left wing”. Lejzor Ilja Szrajbman (1905-1943) went in for
swimming, training in the ZASS and Makkabi and Legia Warsaw. He practiced
free and crawl stroke, he was a Polish record holder. He took part in the
Olympic Games in Berlin (1936), swimming the 4x200 free-style relay. He also
took part in the Academic World Championships in Monaco (1939).

In the interwar period, the top sportsmen also included chess players: Akiba
Rubinstein, Aleksander Goldstein, Dawid Przepiorka, Ksawery Tartakower.
The Polish team won a gold medal at the Third Chess Olympic Games in
Hamburg (1930)**. A major role in the organization of the next Chess Olympic
Games, which was held in Warsaw (1935), was played by representatives of the
Jewish chess clubs.

The Maccabiah Games served as a review of the level of Jewish sports on
an international scale”. The Polish representatives took part in the summer
games (Palestine, 1932 and 1935) and in the winter games (Zakopane, 1933;
Banska Bystrica, 1936). The competitors were selected mainly during the
Maccabiah championships. The disciplines were as follows: wrestling, boxing
and weightlifting, swimming, cycling, tennis, motorcycling, athletics, team
sports, ping-pong, skiing, ice hockey and skating®. All these disciplines were
supervised by the Maccabiah Central Committee.

0g, Rotholc, born in 1915, boxer of Gwiazda Warsaw, Polish flywieght champion,
represented Poland 15 times.

21 7. Gluszek, Leksykon Polskich Olimpijczykéw 1924—1998, Warszawa 1999, p. 221.

22 B. Tuszynski, Polscy Olimpijczycy XX w., Wroclaw 2004, p. 208. A. Pawlak,
Olimpijczycy, polscy sportowcy w latach 1924—1998, Krakéw 2000, p. 238.

3 7. Gtuszek, Leksykon Polskich Olimpijczykéw 1924—1998, Warszawa 1999, pp. 343-344.

** J. Tomaszewski, Zydzi w Polsce, Warszawa 2001, pp. 438-439.

* Ibid., p. 433.

*® The Archive of the Wingate Institute of Physical Education (Israel). The preliminary
research was conducted on July 22nd, 2006.
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“Dzieri Makkabi”, “Swieto Sportu” and the central sports camp had
a significant role in the promotion of sports among the Jewish communities.
The Maccabiah Championships were a review of the sports achievements, the
condition and strength (the form) of the Jewish minority. It should be noted that
all the Jewish sports clubs from a given city or town were obliged to take part in
the championships. The competitions were held between April and December
every year (for example, the celebrations of the Maccabiah Day were combined
with the Lag BaOmer feast)’.

Sports turned out to be successful way of uniting the young generation of
Jews in Poland. The results from the sports test would have been better, had the
Jewish communities had qualified instructors and trainers. The organization of
training camps and courses (in Skole, Warsaw, Krzemieniec, Stanistawéw and
1.6dZ) contributed to the increase in the number of masters and leaders of physical
education. The courses were mainly intended for Tarbut schools teachers,
physical exercise specialists and third level PE instructors (the lowest level)™.
After gaining the necessary qualifications, those who completed the course would
start working independently as PE leaders, PE instructors, trainers of particular
sports disciplines, instructors at supplementary, training and instruction courses.
Those who completed a PE leadership course (the tuition fee was 10 zlotys) were
obliged to two-years voluntary work at a Jewish sports club.

In 1935, the Central Committee (KC) of the Maccabiah Jewish Sports
Clubs organized a survey in order to work out the total number of members of
the association. The ten districts and clubs reported directly to the Central
Committee had 16209 members. Seventy-six out of one hundred and forty-three
Jewish sports clubs (i.e. 55%) responded to the survey™. The districts with the
most members were: Warsaw (4300), Krakow (3234) and L.6dz (2750). The
smallest district was Vilnius, with only sixty-one members. During the 1938
sports season, the Vilnius and the Nowogrédek districts were merged. The
Maccabiah structures were continuously developing. Sub-districts were
established in the bigger districts”. The Jewish sportsmen practiced every
known sports discipline, raising their technical skills. They trained in five
hundred and seventeen organized sections, including: gymnastics, wrestling,

2 Ibid., circular letter of Apr 12th, 1930, signed by the President of the Head Council,
Dr J. Dawidsohn. N. Kameraz-Kos, Swieta i obyczaje zydowskie, Warszawa 2002,
p- 139. The Lag BaOmer takes place on the 33rd day of Omer, i.e., 18th day of the
month of Iyar (April - May); it is a semi-feast, a day between the Pesach (Passover)
and Shavuot, celebrated as the student's day.

* Ibid., pp. 8-10.

*” “Hamakabi” no. 3, 1935.

30 State Archive of Lvov Oblast, a circular of the "Makkabi" Union of the Jewish
Gymnastics and Sports Associations in Poland of Oct 28th, 1938..
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boxing and weightlifting, team sports, ice hockey, canoeing, cycling,
motorcycling, skiing, football, ping-pong, swimming, shooting, fencing, tennis,
tourist, rowing’'. The most popular discipline was ping-pong (seventy-two
sections), further on the list were: football (sixty-eight), gymnastics (sixty-six),
motor section (five), fencing (four) and wrestling, boxing and weightlifting
(two). Many of the leading Jewish sportsmen were members of well-known
Polish sports associations, like Cracovia, Legia and Polonia Warsaw.

It is important to mention the role of the sports camps, which contributed to
the increase in the number of participants and to the promotion of sports.

The publishing of the Hebrew dictionary of the sports terminology by the
Makkabi Association was a significant achievement. The dictionary contained
around two thousand physical education and sports terms. After suspending the
publication of the “Hamakabi” monthly magazine (due to the lack of funds), the
Central Committee restricted their activities to permanent publication of the so
called “Sports Instructions” (sets of common theoretical instructions
concerning games, exercises and training). The association also had its symbols,
a badge which cost 60 grosze and a member’s ID card with a sticker, worth
50 grosze™. The Lvov District membership fee was 8 zloty a month.

At the end of the 1930s, the Jewish sportsmen would experience many
difficulties and obstacles. The directives of the State Sports and Physical
Education Office, published as circulars and announcements, limited the access
of the Jewish sportsmen to Polish sports®. That was the reason why the Jews
were losing the places in the Polish national teams. In that period of time, many
well-known sportsmen left for Palestine (S. Finkelstein, F. Berson)3 *,

In 1938, the “Sport Cajtung” magazine published a list of top ten Jewish
sportsmen in Poland. They were: 1. Rotholc — boxing; 2. Witman — swimming;
3. Ehrlich — table tennis; 4. Kantor — fencing; 5. Freinold — athletics;
6. Szrajbman II — swimming; 7. Grabe — gymnastics; 8. Szrajbman — swimming;
9. Dawidowicz — swimming; 10. Runstein — boxing™.

In 1938, the association was in charge of two hundred sports clubs with the
total of fifty thousand members, not counting scouts organizations (one hundred
and fifty thousand members). The Makkabi Association was taking care of

3! “Hamakabi” no. 3, 1935, p. 6.

32 7KS Hasmonea Lvov archive. A circular no. 7/8 of Jan 31st, 1938.

3 “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 10, 1938. The directive was signed by the Director of the
Office, Gen. Olszyna-Wilczynski. The Jewish sports clubs were extremely
disappointed (strong protests) with this position of the authorities (which differed
from their stand in respect of the German or Ukranian clubs in Poland). H. Haumann,
Historia Zydéw w Europie Srodkowej i Wschodniej, Warszawa 2000, pp. 236-239.

*'W. Pigta's private archive.

%> “Rocznik sportowy” 1937/1938, Warszawa 1938.
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around two hundred thousand young Jews. These facts consolidated the
activities of the Jewish clubs in the field. The districts were allowed to start
charging membership fees. Inspections were carried out in the districts of:
Bielsko, Lvov, Krakow and t.6dz. Despite the financial difficulties (no state
funding), the Makkabi house was built in Mikuliczyn (a center for winter
sports). On account of that project, the organization of tournaments and
international competitions was temporarily suspended, which was considered to
be harmful to the further development of the competitors.

3.2. The years of extermination

Second World War is an extremely tragic period in the history of the
Jewish people. Jewish sportsmen were dying in concentration camps®, ghettoes,
on the fronts®” and in captivity. The Jews were also fighting for the freedom of
Poland. There are some well-known examples of Jewish sportsmen
participating and dying during the war between Palestine and Israel (1948).
Emylles Schiff, the five-time individual champion of Poland in table tennis,
died in the Negev desert. Mateusz Hoch, the director of a Hasmonea Lvov
section, was killed when the ship which carried him and other Jews evacuating
from Russia to Romania was sunk by a German submarine. Wtadystaw
Szumilas, the Vice-Champion of Poland of 1932, died in the Auschwitz
concentration camp, and his team colleague, Wtadystaw Stefaniuk, was
murdered in a prison in Krakow. A promising table tennis player from Lancut,
Beniamin Landau, was executed by a firing squad at a Jewish cemetery in
1942, Many well-promising ping-pong players were not to survive the Second
World War. That historical period requires further studies and research.

3.3. The re-establishment of the sports activities after
the WW 11

The regaining of independence marked a point in time when the revival of
the social, commercial, cultural and sports life began. The largest Jewish sports
organization between 1945 and 1949 was the “Gwiazda” Association of the

36 J. Rokicki, Zydowskie organizacje sportowe i turystyczne w Polsce w pierwszej
potowie XX w.

377 Trze$niowski, Sport w Lancucie, Lancut 2004, p. 30. Oral account of J. Rokicki,
dated Apr 21st, 2006.

8B, Tuszynski, Za cene ZzZycia. Sport Polski Walczqcej, Warszawa 2006, p. 178.
W. Pigta's private archive.
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Workers® Sports Clubs. The Jewish sports clubs were mainly re-established in
Lower Silesia®. Table tennis was developing thanks to the efforts of the former
members of Hasmonea Lvov*. The strongest section in Western Pomerania, in
the voivodeship of Szczecin, was created in December 1946, in the
“Solidarnos¢” [“Solidarity”] Jewish Sports Club*'. Also, in the Kujawy region,
table tennis was quickly re-established, Stefan Engel from Makkabi, Abram
Sztajn from Jutrznia and Leopold Stejngern, Stefan Bocian and Marian
Czyzowski from the ZKS all came back after years of wandering™®.

A group of Jewish sportsmen came back to their cities and hometowns
from Palestine, joining their favorite sports clubs again. They were, among
others, E. Schiff, Wajnsztok, H. Apsel*. However, their activity in Poland was
short, and it ended in their return to the Holy Land.

In 1949, the authorities decided to abolish Jewish political parties and
associations, including sports associations**.

Sports within the Jewish minority in Poland played a significant role in the
promotion of diverse sports disciplines (mainly table tennis). Membership of
a sports club gave the opportunity to promote and develop teamwork, learning
and improving Hebrew language, which was the language of command and
sports technology®. There were several disciplines in which the Jews were the
only representatives of Poland. Sports, in its characteristic way, united the
young generations and even gave the opportunity for a social advancement. The
inclusion of the Jewish sportsmen in the Polish national team was also a sign of
good cooperation between the Polish sports authorities and the Jewish minority
living in this country.

3% K. Niemierka, 60 lat sportu watbrzyskiego, Watbrzych 2006, p. 93.

YW, Pigta's private archive.

*1'S. Bronsztejn, Z dziejow ludnosci zydowskiej na Dolnym Slasku po II wojnie Swiatowej,
Wroctaw 1993; Cf. H. Laskiewicz, Ponadlokalne organizacje kultury fizycznej na Pomorzu
Zachodnim 1945-1957, Szczecin 1996, pp. 46-48; Cf. Z. Szafkowski, Pét wieku na
Pomorzu  Szczecinskim (1945-1995), Gorzéw Wilkp. 1999. Cf. R.Jarzembowski,
Wtoctawski sport, Wioctawek 1992, pp. 249-250.

2 R. Jarzembowski, Wloctawski sport, Wioctawek 1992, p. 250.

3 Oral account of Franciszek Dobosz, dated March 12th, 2007.

* J. Tomaszewski, Zydzi w Polsce, Warszawa 2001; T. Kawski, Zydzi kujawsko-dob-
rzynscy w latach 1918—1950, Torun 2006, p. 209.

sy, Szczepanski, Spotecznosc zydowska Mazowsza w XIX—XX wieku, Puttusk 2005.

40



Chapter 4
THE ORIGINS OF TABLE TENNIS AMONG THE
JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN POLAND

The analysis of the Jewish sports movement in Poland confirms its
connection to the political phenomena. The revival of the political parties found
its reflection in the development of the Jewish sports associations. Throughout
the 1920s, Polish sportsmen of Jewish descent competed in many disciplines,
like lawn tennis or ping-pong. They were far more efficient playing the
so-called “small ball”. Jews had a far wider access to this discipline. It should
be noted that it was the Jewish minority that determined Polish success in table
tennis.

4.1. The development of the equipment

The development of table tennis, ever since it was introduced in Poland,
had numerous supporters. As “Emef” once wrote: “[...] this game allows you to
attain not only pleasure, but also suppleness of movement, refreshment and
improvement of the feeble body of nearly every townie, who spends most of the
day and night sitting, without movement [...]".

The development of table tennis had an obvious influence on the evolution
of the equipment. At first, playing table tennis involved a somewhat
problematic access to the rackets and balls. With time, the discipline became
very popular, which made the equipment manufacturers meet the needs of the
players.

The first balls and rackets' appeared in many Polish towns (E6dz, Lvov,
Warsaw, Czestochowa and Kalisz) before the First World War. The first Polish
equipment was made by the “Olimpia” manufacturing company in 1924. The
company produced rackets of plywood and wood, covered with a thin layer of
cork on one or both sides. Balls of questionable quality were also for sale.

In 1928, the “Olimpia” sports articles manufacturer, situated in Warsaw, at
ul. Warecka 8, extended the range of their products. They offered ping-pong
sets, which cost 7 zlotys, to schools, sports clubs, army units and individual
customers. The racket was worth 1 zloty, the ball (3 cm in diameter) —

' The Czestochowa celluloid manufacturing works “Celluloid und Mettallvarenfabrik
Czestochau” also manufactured dolls (there were attempts to manufacture ping-pong
balls).
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30 grosze. There were three balls included in a set. The net cost 1.50 zloty, and
the stand was 3.50 zlotys®.

In the mid-1930s, in Poland, a ping-pong table cost 65 zlotys, and at the
same time, a foldable table cost 20 zlotys more. A coloured net was more or less
1 to 2 zlotys. Stands were necessary to hold the net upright; their price varied
from 1.25 zloty (wooden stands) to 3.50 zlotys (iron stands). The price of
a table tennis ball was around 15 grosze (at that time, there was a lot of this
equipment on the market). It was not an excessive amount. For comparison,
a tennis ball was 3 zlotys, a volleyball (with a bladder) — 9 zlotys, a basketball —
10.55 zlotys, and a handball (with a bladder) — 11 zlotys. The prices of rackets
varied, depending on the quality. A plywood racket cost 80 grosze. The same,
but with a rubber layer, was 1.20 zloty. Rackets with a layer of red rubber cost
2.40 zlotys, and if they had a rubber surface on both sides, the price would go
up to 3.50 zlotys’. And again, for comparison, a “Riva” tennis racket cost
19.50 zlotys. To make the equipment of a ping-pong player complete, sports
clothes were needed: a T-shirt for 1.50 zloty; long, navy-blue trousers for
3.50 zlotys; tennis shoes with a white rubber sole for 3.50 zlotys; coloured
jumpers for 7.50 zlotys and white cotton socks for 2.50 zlotys. The members of
the Jewish sports clubs had to have a club emblem on their jumpers, and the
representatives of Poland — an eagle. The Ping-pong manual by R. Jodlowski
cost 1.20 zloty.

In 1938, all the table tennis equipment was coming from G. Grabowski’s
sports equipment storehouse, located in Warsaw, in ul. Szpitalna. A very
popular racket at that time, a so-called “Viedenka” (a wooden board covered
with rubber facing on both sides) by Barna and Bellak cost 2.50 zlotys. Ping-
pong sets cost 3.50 zlotys. Plywood rackets without rubber facing were cheap
and could be bought even for 50 grosze. The price of a ball was around
15 grosze, and a net was 90 grosze”.

People also used rackets made of thick wooden boards, covered with glass
paper for a better spin, or with plywood rackets covered with check rubber’.
The shapes of the boards varied, they were oval and round, with the surface
covered with rubber or a thin layer of India rubber. There were also rackets
without any facing. To keep the boards hard, players applied drying oil and
French polish on them®.

* “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 51, 1928.

? Price list of the Central Coordination of Deliveries of the Polish Scouting Association,
Warsaw 1935.

4 Seasonal price list for winter 1938/1939, Warsaw 1938, p. 11.

> “Sport szkolny” no. 22, 1938, p. 12.

6 “Sport szkolny” no. 27, 1938, pp. 5-6.
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At the end of the 1930s, the best ping-pong balls, called “Maho”, were
produced by a Lvov manufacturer. They were approved by the Polish Table
Tennis Association (PZTS) and were used during the main national
competitions’. Also, good quality balls, called “Wir”, were manufactured in
Czestochowa. After the WW 11, the largest wholesale outlet in Lower Silesia
offering table tennis balls was located in Wroctaw, in ul. Zeromskiego 37.

4.2. The equipment

During the 1920s, ping-pong players were encouraged to use a normal table
270 cm long, 130 cm wide and 70 cm high. The supporting posts (with springs
or clamps) would be attached to the opposite edges of the table. The net was
attached to the supporting posts with strings. The net was woven, white or
coloured, and its height varied from 12.5 to 15 centimetres®.

According to the recommendations of the English Table Tennis
Association (1927), the ping-pong table should be 9 feet (270 cm) long and
5 feet (150 cm) wide. The height of the table was 2 feet and 6 inches (80 cm).
The Federation forbade to polish the tables, however it recommended painting
them dark-green. The net was hung at 6 inches (16 cm)’.

The ball was made of white rubber. Rackets of different parameters (size,
thickness, shape) were allowed, however, they could not be polished.

Wiadystaw Kozielski gathered in his manual'® the rules of table tennis
pursuant to the ITTF regulations, as established at the 1928 convention. The
ping-pong table was to be 274.5 cm long, 1525 cm wide and 7677 cm high. In
doubles, a service ball could touch any spot on the opponent’s court.

According to Ryszard Jodtowski (1936), a ping-pong table should be of the
following measurements: 275 cm long, 152 cm wide, 80 cm high. The net was
to be suspended at 17 cm. The rackets were oval or round. Rackets made of
metal and those which had a shining surface were not allowed. The diameter of
the ball was 3 cm and its weight was 3 grams''. Hard wooden floors were

7 “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 96, 1936. Oral account of Franciszek Dobosz, a pre-war
Cracovia player. Table tennis balls of good quality were also manufactured in
Czestochowa, they were called “Wir”.

¥ “Emef™, Ping-pong — reguly gry, Warsaw 1924.

? Table Tennis Association, Zasady gry tennisu stotowego, England 1927. A copy may
be found in the Ossolineum in Wroctaw.

" W. Kozielski, Gra Ping-pong, £.6dz 1927. A unique edition of this book may be
found in the £.6dz University Library.

'R, Jodlowski, Ping-pong, Warszawa 1936, pp. 8-9.
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recommended. Playing on a stone or lino surface was forbidden. One year
afterwards, the height of the net suspension was lowered from 17 cm to 15 cm.

In 1946, Table tennis was published through the Sportsman’s Library. The
study contained methodology of exercise and the rules of table tennis. A 270 cm
by 150 cm rectangular table was suggested. Its height was to be 75 cm, and the
height of the net suspension was 15 cm'?.

The third edition of Ping-pong in 1948 suggested, that the table should be
made of pine or oak wood or, alternatively, of 4 cm thick, dark-green plywood.
The length of the table was to be 275 cm, the width — between 150 and 153 cm,
and the height — 77 cm. The height of the net suspension was 15,3 cm. Rackets
were made of plywood or wooden boards. A celluloid ball was to be used. It
was white, matt, with a diameter of 3 cm and a weight of 3 grams'”.

4.3. Sportswear

At the end of 1920s, the players wore shirts and ties, with coloured jumpers
on top. Long trousers with belts were obligatory, so were white socks and
plimsolls. Ladies wore ankle-length skirts.

The 1933 Champions of Poland (Hasmonea Lvov) wore white, long-
sleeved shirts, sleeveless pullovers in club colours, long trousers and white
plimsolls.

In 1934, the Polish national team wore long, grey trousers with belts, navy-
blue T-shirts with the national emblem, and white plimsolls.

Owing to the increasing pace of the game, the pullovers were dispensed
with and the players only wore T-shirts and long trousers. Female clothes
included white plimsolls, a knee-length skirt and a long-sleeved shirt.

The post-war regulations (World Championships in London, 1948)
prohibited wearing bright-coloured clothes only. Therefore, a considerable
freedom of garment choice was allowed: ladies started wearing long trousers,
shorts or short skirts, as well as short T-shirts. Men competed wearing long
trousers or shorts.

4.4. The rules of the game

According to “Emef” (1924), a set was made up of six games, 1™ service —
15 points, 2™ service — 30 points, 3™ service — 40 points, 4™ service — 60 points

12 Biblioteka Sportowca no. 1, Tennis stolowy, Koszykéwka, Siatkéwka, Tennis,
Lubeck 1946, pp. 5-10.
BR. Jodlowski, Ping-pong, 3rd, corrected edition, Warsaw 1948, pp. 10—12.
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1 game. Until 1926, the rules of the game were set immediately before the
match and it was played like lawn tennis, i.e., until a player scored sixty points.
In other cities, matches were played up to thirty points (Lvov), or, as in
Warsaw, Krakow, £.6dz and in Silesia, up to twenty-one or twenty-five points.
Also, in some places, matches were played to 100 points.

In 1927, the warehouse of a sports magazine in Lvov sold “Zasady gry
tennisu stofowego” [“Table Tennis Rules”] (a translation from English), the 18"
point of which stated: “...if no other arrangements were made prior to the
commencement of the game, the winner is the first to score 21 points.” Each of
the player served 5 times. The doubles play was then called a game of four.

In the mid-1930s, the points calculation system was based on the rule that
one of the players must score 21 points (set). The set winner must have had
aclear two points advantage over his opponent. The matches were played to
two (team play) or three (singles) sets. The umpires were authorised to
disqualify players whose match lasted more than 60 minutes (two sets) or more
than 105 minutes (three sets). Imparting spin to a service ball was prohibited.

Due to the common practice of playing in such a way so as to exhaust the
opponent (time-wasting), a decision was made concerning limiting a set to
20 minutes. A special clock, similar to the one used in chess matches, was
designed to measure time. In the 17" minute, the umpire would give a signal
and, if the game was not decided yet, extra 3 minutes would be added. Should,
after this time, the game not be finished with a clear victory, both players were
crossed out'.

After WW 1I (1946), a set would be played up to 21 points. When both
players reached 20 points, the game would be carried on, until one of the
players was two points ahead of the opponent. Also, the open-hand service was
introduced and the ball had to be tossed into the air.

Between 1947 and 1948, the ITTF introduced further changes. The players
would play up to 21 points, however, a set could not last more than 20 minutes.
When the time was up, the winner would be the player with at least one point
advantage over the opponent (e.g. 12-10). In case of a tie at 13—13, the winner
would be the player who was winning at 13—12.

4.5. Manuals

An important role in the promotion of table tennis on the Polish market of
the interwar period was played by wholesale outlets, sports equipment
manufacturers and publishers. Through their representatives, they encouraged

'* “Raz Dwa Trzy” no. 6, 1938.
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many Jewish associations, sports clubs and schools to buy the essential
specialist literature. There were many titles by many authors available at the
bookshops: Emef, Ping-pong (tennis pokojowy), Warsaw 1924; TTAE, Zasady
gry tennisu stotowego, Lvov 1927; W. Kozielski, Gra ping-pong, £.6dz 1927,
R. Jodtowski, Ping-pong, Warsaw 1936 (second edition); Biblioteka Sportowca,
Tennis stotowy (metodyka céwiczen, zasady gry), Lubeka 1948; R. Jodtowski,
Ping-pong, Warsaw 1948 (third, corrected edition)".

4.6. The achievements of the Jewish table tennis players in
the Polish Championships

The Polish Table Tennis Association (PZTS) divided the sports
competitions into team games and individual games. PZTS cooperated with the
District Table Tennis Associations on the organization of the sports events.

4.6.1. The Polish Team Championships (DMP)

The first Championships took place on March 27" 1932 in the Makkabi
hall in £6dz. Only three teams, of five members each, took part. Each member
of the team played one match only. The number of sets won determined the
final winner. He biggest surprise of the event was the defeat of the Hasmonea
Lvov (the favourite to win the gold medal) by Makkabi £.odz 4:6 (little known
Edelbaum defeated Kiihl). In the course of the championships, Lvov defeated
Krakow 10:0, and in the last match E6dz defeated Krakow (8:2)'°. The
champions’ title was given to Makkabi. The final table was as follows:

1) Makkabi todz (Hendeles, Librach, Edelbaum, Lewkowicz, Inzelstein,
Szenwald);

2) Hasmonea Lvov (Ehrlich, Munzer, Munzer II, Kiihl, Fichtenberg);

3) Makkabi Krakow (Hochberg, Rozenzweig, Weissblat, Rothman, Feinberg).

The second Championships took place in Lvov, in a sports hall in
ul. Jabtonowskich (March 4"-5", 1933). The event was organized by
Hasmonea. Only two teams were competing. The host, Hasmonea, defeated
Wista Krakow''. The final table was as follows:

1) Hasmonea Lvov (Ehrlich, Kiihl, Loewenhertz, Fichtman, Fluk);
2) Wista Krakow — a Polish sports club (Szumilas, Zak, Herbst, Stefaniuk,
Mianowski).

'> W. Pigta’s private archive.
1 “Kurier £6dzki” of March 26th, 1932.
7D. Zastawny, Sto lat w blasku Biatej Gwiazdy, Krakéw 2006, p. 265.
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The third Championships were held in the sports hall of the Physical
Education and Military Training District in Krakow (March 3"- 4%, 1934).
Twelve teams from the following districts were competing: Krakow,
Czgstochowa, £.6dz, Lvov, Poznan and Warsaw'®, All teams had five members
each. The medal table was as follows:

1) Samson Tarnow (E. Schiff, Klein, Gelbwachs, Seiden, Schiff II, Schmidt);
2) Makkabi £édz (Hendeles, Librach, Edelbaum, Schwajcer, Inzelstein);
3) Hasmonea Lvov (Kiihl, Fluk, Loewenhertz, Kauf, Margulies, Ochst)

In 1935, the Championships were held in Poznan (March 9"-10"™). Six
teams, including two from Poznan (KPW, HCP), took part. It was in Poznan
where the Pomeranian champion, Leo Bydgoszcz, made the debut. The
champions’ title was given to Hasmonea Warsaw, the team that won all the
matches'®. For unknown reasons, neither Makkabi £6dZ, a favourite to win
a medal, nor Hasmonea Lvov™ took part in the competitions in Poznan. The
final table was as follows:

1) Hasmonea Warsaw (Wajnsztok, Jarecki, Finkelstein, Mesing, Rechtleben,
Rojzen, Engelsberg);

2) YMCA Warsaw — a non-Jewish club (Jezierski, Grodnicki, Gatkowski,
Weremicz I, Weremicz II);

3) Samson Tarnow (E. Schiff, Klein, Gelbwachs, Seiden, Siwek)

The 1936 Polish Team Championships were held in Warsaw, in the
Jutrzenka sports hall in ul. Nalewki 2, between the 28" of February and the 1*
of March. The matches were played according to the new rules. Each team had
three members®'. Several Silesian teams made their debut in Warsaw (GDA
Chorzéw, Zwiazek Strzelecki Swietochtowice)*”. The medals went to:

1) Samson Tarnow (E. Schiff, Klein, Gelbwachs, Seiden, Siwek);
2) Hasmonea Warsaw (S. Finkelstein, Wajnsztok, Rojzen, Rechleben);
3) YMCA Warsaw — a non-Jewish club (Jezierski, A. Grodnicki, J. Gatkowski).

The leading ping-pong players competed for the 1937 champions’ title in
Tarnéw, between 15" and 16" January. There were four tables available in the
Sokét hall. After the draw, the competition was in divided into two groups.
Samson Tarnow and Makkabi Chorzow from Group A, and Hasmonea and

'8 “Goniec Czestochowski” no. 51, 1934; “Expres Zaglgbia” no. 64, 1934; “Gazeta
Polska” no. 65, 1934.

19 “Kurier £.6dzki” no. 69, 1935.

20 «“Kurier £.6dzki” no. 56, 1935. Due to scarce financial resources, Hasmonea Lvov did
not make it either (team tournament).

*! “Kurier £.6dzki” no. 328, 1935.

2w, Pigta, Tenis stotowy na Gornym S’lqsku w latach 1929-2004, Czgstochowa 2005, p. 23.
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Hagibor (defeated Hasmonea Lvov 5:4)* from Group B qualified for the finals.
The final table was as follows:

1) Samson Tarnéw (Klein, Siwek, E. Schiff),

2) Hasmonea Warsaw (S. Finkelstein, Rojzen, Rechtleben),

3) Hagibor Krakow (Blonder, Susmann (Zysman), B. Weintraub).

The next, eighth Polish Championships (February 19"— 20", 1938) were
organized by the Czgstochowa District Table Tennis Association. The
competition took place in a fire station building. Thirteen teams from nine
districts (Warsaw, Krakow, 16dz, Poznan, Pomerania, Silesia, Vilnius,
Czestochowa)** were competing for the champions’ title. The players wore
varied sportswear (jackets, jumpers and shirts). The medals went to:

1. Samson Tarnow (E. Schiff, Klein, Sommer),

2. Polskie Zaktady Lotnicze (PZL) Warsaw — a non-Jewish club (Jezierski,
Czerniachowski, Matujto),

3. Hasmonea Lvov (Gallat, Loewenhertz, Sternhertz).

In 1939, ten teams competed for the Polish Championship in Lvov
(February 25"— 26™). The event was held in a sports hall and the teams were
divided into two groups. Samson Tarnéw, Makkabi Chorzéw, PZL Warsaw and
the host, Hasmonea, qualified for the finals. Samson turned out to be unrivalled
and won the Polish Team Champions’ title for the fifth time>. The final table:

1. Samson Tarnéw (E. Schiff, Klein, Sommer),

2. Makkabi Chorzow (Pukiet, Wiener, Nowarski),

3. Polskie Zaktady Lotnicze (PZL) Warsaw — a non-Jewish club (Peczkowski,
Czerniachowski, Matujto).

Between 1946 and 1949, there was only one Jewish sports club, Gwiazda
Wroctaw, competing in the team championships finals. However, many Jewish
players were members of the Polish sports clubs: B. Pukiet played for
Lublinianka (1946), S. Blonder for Cracovia in 1947 (bronze medal), Brajbart
and Somper for Skra Czestochowa (1948), A. Ehrlich for Garbarnia (1949)%.
Between 1932 and 1939, eighteen out of the total of twenty-three medals,
including all the gold medals (eight), were won by Jewish clubs. Samson
Tarnoéw was a five time Polish Champion.

2 «“Raz Dwa Trzy” no. 3, 1937.

#* “Goniec Czestochowski” no. 40, 1938; no. 42 of Feb 21st, 1938; “Kurier £.6dzki” no. 45,
1938; “Robotnik” no. 54 (7323), 1938.

» “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 17, 1939; no. 18, 1939; “Kurier Wieczorny” no. 54, 1939;
W. Picta, Tenis stotowy na Gornym Slqsku w latach 1929-2004, Cz¢stochowa 2005,
p- 161.

W Pieta’s private archive.
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4.6.2. Polish Singles Championships (IMP)

In December 1932, during the meeting of the Polish Table Tennis
Association, held in £6dz, its council decided to organize the first Polish
Singles Championships®’. Only eight players took part in the individual
competition, they were: Ehrlich, Kiihl (Hasmonea Lvov), Hendeles (Makkabi
Ltodz), Szwajcer (Jutrzenka t.odz), Stefaniuk and Mianowski (Wista Krakow),
Gryszan and Grodnicky (Ognisko Vilnius). The medals went to:

1. A. Ehrlich (Hasmonea Lvov),
2. H. Kiihl (Hasmonea Lvov),
3. T. Mianowski (Wista Krakow).

Twenty-seven players competed in Krakow, in a tournament under the
patronage of general Mond. The only defeat in the competition was suffered by
E. Schiff, defeated by B. Pukiet (Makkabi Sosnowiec). The final table of the
Second IMP*:

1. E. Schiff (Samson Tarnow),
2. S. Klein (Samson Tarnow),
3. S. Finkelstein (Makkabi Warsaw).

The organization of the Third IMP by the Poznan District Table Tennis
Association won the recognition of Mr Lipszyc, a PZTS delegate. Thirty-one
players were competed for the Polish Championship. In the semi-finals,
Loewenhertz (Lvov) defeated Weiner (Sosnowiec), Klein (Tarnéw) defeated
Kantor (L6dz), Finkelstein (Warsaw) won against Pomper (Tarnéw), and
E. Schiff (Tarnéw) whitewashed Kierot (Poznaﬁ)zg. After the finals, the medals
went to:

1. E. Schiff (Samson Tarnow),
2. S. Finkelstein (Hasmonea Warsaw),
3. S. Klein (Samson Tarnow).

The Fourth IMP, held in Wrsaw, were dominated by the Samson Tarnow
players who won the team and the singles competitions™. The surprise of the
tournament was the bronze medal for little known W. Joskowicz.

1. E. Schiff (Samson Tarnow)
2. S. Finkelstein (Hasmonea Warsaw)
3. W. Joskowicz (Hakoah t.odz)

The jubilee IMP were held in Tarnéw. The city went down in table tennis
history, for it was there where the first women’s championships were held, in
1937. There were six players competing in the opening tournament; they were:

*7 “Siedem groszy” no. 197, 1932. The first Polish Singles Championships took place in
Lvov, on March 4th-5th, 1933.

* W. Pieta’s private archive.

* “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 21, 1935; “Kurier £.6dzki” no. 69, 1935.

0 “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 21, 1936.
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Smetek (Warszawianka), Haber and Kanter (Jutrzenka), Springer (Gwiazda
Tarnéw), Cichon (Swietochtowice) and Czyzewska (Czarne Lwy)'. All players
had to play against one another. The final table was as follows:

1. Smetek (Warszawianka)

2. Cichon (RIOK Swietochtowice)

3. Springer (Gwiazda Tarnow)

Five players competed in the men’s finals: Finkelstein, Starnharz, Schiff
(Polish Champion 1936, without qualifiers), Pukiet and Loewenhertz.
Finkelstein won the final match (in the third set, E. Schiff was leading 18-10,
but eventually lost 21-23).

1. S. Finkelstein (Hasmonea Warsaw)
2. E. Schiff (Samson Tarnow)
3. W. Loewenhertz (Hasmonea Lvov)

The 1938 IMP were held in Czg¢stochowa and were dominated by Polish
players. The widely advertised participation of the many time world
championships medallist, A. Ehrlich, did not come off. There were seven
women players and forty-seven men players taking part in the singles®. The
IMP medals went to:

Women:
1. Stockfisz (Gwiazda Warsaw)
2. Nadel (Gwiazda Warsaw)
3. Konstantin (Jutrzenka Lvov)
Men:
1. E. Schiff (Samson Tarnow)
2. B. Pukiet (Makkabi Chorzow)
3. S.Klein (Samson Tarnow)

In 1939, Lvov hosted the IMP for the second time (the first IMP in Lvov
were held in 1933). The organizers were expecting a record number of eighty
participants. In the end, thirty-four competitors took part™. The tables were of
questionable quality and the lighting was poor. Despite the unfavourable
conditions, the level of the game presented at the tournament was considered
a high one. The finals ended on Sunday, at 3 a.m. The final table:

Women:

1. Stockfisz (Gwiazda Warsaw)
2. Eck (Gwiazda Lvov)
3. Rotszaj (Jutrzenka Lvov)

3! “Raz Dwa Trzy” no. 3, 1937; W. Pigta, Tenis stotowy na Gérnym Slgsku w latach
1929-2004, Czgstochowa 2005, p. 25.

32 “Goniec Czgstochowski” no. 42; “Robotnik” no. 54, 1938; “Kurier Wieczorny” no. 52,
1938.

3 “Kurier Wieczorny” no. 54 of Feb 23rd, 1939; R. Gawkowski, Sport na Woli w latach
1918-1939 [in:] ,,Zeszyty wolskie” no. 7, Warszawa 2008.
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Men:

1. E. Schiff (Samson Tarnow)
2. Piérowicz (Orkan Warsaw)
3. Sommer (Samson Tarnow)

After WW 11, the Polish Champions’ titles went to Jewish players: Szymon
Blonder in 1947 (Cracovia) and Nina Glazner in 1948 (Gwiazda Wroctaw).
Between 1933 and 1939, the Jewish table tennis players were at the forefront of
the Polish Singles Championships. Perhaps, the achievements would be even
greater had it not been for the limitation of the number of Jewish players in the
championships between 1946 and 1949. In 1946, Schiff came back to Poland, to
Tarnéw, but the Samson Tarnow and its table tennis section no longer existed,
which was why he decided to go back to Israel. In 1947, Blonder moved to
Belgium. In 1949, Ehrlich was withdrawn from the IMP finals by the panel of
umpires. Including the after-war period, eight out of the possible eleven gold
medals were won by Jewish sportsmen. The most successful competitor was
Emylles Schiff (five gold medals).

In the interwar period, 90% of the finalists of the championships
tournaments were representatives of the Jewish sports clubs in Poland.

4.7. Jewish table tennis players in the World Cup

It was back in 1928 when the debut of a Polish table tennis player in the
World Cup was first expected. Goldstein, a many time Warsaw Champion, an
alumnus of the Finkel gymnasium, stood a good chance. The Warszawianka
player was entered by his club for the 1928 World Cup in Stockholm™, however
he had to cover the costs of the trip himself. Eventually, Goldstein did not go to
Stockholm due to financial difficulties.

The next attempt, this time successful, to participate in the World Cup
(Prague, 1932) was made by the students of the Stefan Batory University in
Vilnius (Grodnicky) and Jan Kazimierz University in Lvov (Adler)™. Adler was
not granted the nationality and Grodnicky represented Czechoslovakia®™. Apart

¥ “Nasz Przeglad Sportowy” no. 67, 1927. Goldstein — Warsaw Champion of 1926,
1927; from 1928 played for Makkabi Warsaw. Cf. “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 81,
1929. In 1929, he studied in Vienna.

3 W. Pieta’s private archive. Poland was not a member of the ITTF then. During the
championships, Adler defeated J. Hoffmann but lost to Hayden (England) in the 2nd
round. Grodnicky defeated Kulwiat and Bednar (both 3-0), and lost to Nickelsburg
by 3-1 in the 1/16 round.

% ITTF Museum, Lausanne, Table-Tenisove Mistrovsvi Sveta 1931-1932 Praze
Programme, p. 3.
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from several individual wins of minor importance, the students did not achieve
much but they signalled the readiness of the Polish table tennis players to
participate in the World Cup.

In 1933, a few of the former players of Hasmonea Lvov (A. Ehrlich, and
Simon and Hillel Pohoryles, all of Jewish descent) studied in France (Lille).
The Poles were interested in taking part in the World Cup in Paris, and
submitted a petition to M. Corbillon, the president of the French Table Tennis
Association. They demanded admitting the Polish representatives to the
competition. After a correspondence between the French and the Polish Table
Tennis Association, the Poles were met with a refusal to participate in the event.
Long negotiations took place, as a result of which the then head of the
organizing committee, M. Corbillon, gave in to Ehrlich, and the official Polish
debut in the World Cup became fact’’. The Polish national team in Paris was
initially supposed to be joined by Kuehl, from Lvov, however, the Lvov District
Table Tennis Association did not have the financial resources for his stay in
France. In the team tournament, the Poles beat Holland 5-0, Czechoslovakia 5-1,
India 5-0, France 5-4, Yugoslavia 5-2 and Belgium 5-1, and they were
defeated by Hungary 0-5, and Latvia 2-5. Eventually, the Polish team was
ranked fourth®™. In the individual competitions, A. Ehrlich was defeated in the
quarter-finals by Szabados, a many time World Cup medallist”. The Pohoryles
brothers did not pass the qualifiers.

The second time Poland participated in the World Cup was in London, in
1935%. Yet again, the management of the Polish Table Tennis Association
encountered difficulties sending the team to England. The Polish Treasury
would not issue free passports. The Association’s finances were poor, and there
was no room in the team for Emylles Schiff, the 1934 Polish Champion. It was
only when S. Jacobson (the vice-president of the PZTS) appealed to the Polish
Federation of Sports Associations the desires effect was achieved and the

7 Oral account of Fima Borys, dated July 14th, 2006. F. Borys had this information
from Ehrlich (meeting during the 1963 World Cup in Prague).

¥ “Raz Dwa Trzy” no. 50, 1933. Cf. 8th World Cup 1933-1934 Programme of Dec
2-10th, 1933; “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 98, 1933. At the time, the Polish table Tennis
Association claimed that there could be no entry in the competition as the team
members were hurriedly recruited. After achieving the 4th place, the association sent
a congratulatory telegram; “Robotnik” no. 460, 1933. The World Champions were
the Hungarians, the vice-champions — Czechoslovakians, the bronze went to Austria.

% The 1933 World Cup influenced the training sessions. A. Ehrlich dropped out of
University to become a professional player. He earned his first money by giving table
tennis lessons. He moved from Lille to Paris.

4 ITTF Museum, Lausanne. ITTF World Championships Programme, Feb 8th—16th,
1935.
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participation in the event was possible. During the London Championships, it
was only the players of Jewish descent who played in Polish colours: Wajnsztok
(Hasmonea Warsaw), Loewenhertz (Hasmonea Lvov), Ehrlich and Pohoryles
(foreign clubs). In London, the Poles defeated India 5—-1, England 5-4, Holland
5-0, Ireland 5-0, Switzerland 5-0 and Wales 5-0. The only lost match was
against Czechoslovakia, 45 (three points scored by A. Ehrlich)*'. In that way,
the Polish team won the bronze medal, the first in the history of this discipline.

In the first round of the singles competition, W. Loewenhertz was defeated
by K. Svoboda (Czechoslovakia) 2-3, and Wajnsztok by Veger (France) 0-3.
S. Pohoryles won against Bonnaventure (Belgium) 3-0, and A. Ehrlich against
Waerenier 3-0. In round two, Ehrlich defeated Corton (Belgium) 3-0, but
Pohoryles lost 0-3 to S. Kolar, a Czechoslovakian representative. Ehrlich
defeated Duskis (Lithuania) 3—0 in the 1/16 finals, Vana (Czechoslovakia) 3-0
in the 1/8 finals, and L. Bellak (Hungary) 3-0, a valuable victory in the
quarterfinals. However, he was beaten by V. Barna in the semi-finals*. Alojzy
Ehrlich eventually won a bronze medal in the Empire Swimming Pool in
Wembley. The matches were played in the presence of some twenty
spectators®.

Poland was one of the favourites in the jubilee Tenth World
Championships of 1936, held in Prague. The team was in its full strength, with
A. Ehrlich, S. Finkelstein and E. Schiff (the core of the team being, therefore,
Jewish players) and Z. Jezierski as a substitute™. In the Swaythling Cup
competition, the Poles defeated Lithuania, Latvia and Romania (during this
match, a record was beaten by Ehrlich and Paneth; it took a hundred and
twenty-three minutes and around six thousand strokes to get to 1-0) and
Holland, both 5-0. They lost to Hungary 1-5, and France 4-5 (which
determined the lack of a chance for a medal)”. The second part of the
championships turned out to be fortunate only for Ehrlich and Schiff. The

! “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 15, 1935. Once again, the championship went to the
Hungarians, leaving Czechoslovakia second.

2 “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 15, 1935; “Robotnik™ of Feb 18th, 1935; “Kurier £.6dzki”
no. 48, 1935.

# “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 12, 1935. In the 2nd round of doubles, Wajnsztok —
Pohoryles lost to the Estonian couple Jones — Sears; Ehrlich — Loewenhertz defeated
the Estonians Bergl — Hales and the French Schwarz — Brisson and unexpectedly lost
to the Welsh Lisle — Thomas. In mixed doubles, only Loewenhertz took part,
together with Bromfield (England). The defeated the Swiss Cowell — Esely but lost to
the Hungarians Barna — Sipos.

*'W. Pigta’s private archive. Cf. “Raz Dwa Trzy” of March 17th, 1936.

* “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 24, 1936. The championship title went to Austria, and the
vice-championship — to Romania.
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others, S. Finkelstein (lost to V. Barna) and Jezierski, were eliminated in the
first round. E. Schiff defeated Weibacher (Yugoslavia), Bebestak and Pivetz
from Czechoslovakia, and Marin (France). In the quarterfinals, he lost 1-3 to
Kolar (Czechoslovakia). A. Ehrlich beat Fleischner (Czechoslovakia), and
defeated also Lazar (Yugoslavia), Tobiasch (Czechoslovakia), Vana
(Czechoslovakia), Marschal (USA) and Bergman (Austria)46. He played too
cautiously in the World Cup finals and lost 2-3 to Kolar (Czechoslovakia)*’.
Ehrlich still had a chance for a medal in mixed doubles with Braunova but they
lost the semi-finals.

The authorities of the Free City of Gdansk put forward a valuable initiative
to the International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF). They supported the
application of the sports circle for granting the city the possibility of hosting the
1938 World Cup®.

Between the 1™ and the 7" of February 1937, in Baden, nr Vienna, the next
World Cup (singles and team tournaments) were held". Ninety-eight men and
fifty women representing thirteen countries took part. Initially, a female team
was supposed to participate as well. The coach of the Polish team was
M. Hornung, PhD (a well-known precursor of the Jewish sports in Krakow and
a member of the PZTS), while the team captain was Henryk Apsel. The
members of the national team were: A. Ehrlich, S. Finkelstein, E. Schiff. The
substitute was Malujlo (eventually, Z. Jezierski went to the World Cup
instead).The team tournament was like a marathon. Much stamina was required
of the players to fight twelve duels. Poland beat Egypt, England, Yugoslavia,
Belgium, Denmark, France, Lithuania, Romania and Austria. The players lost to
Czechoslovakia, the U.S. and Hungary. Poland was ranked fourth in the final
table’®. In singles, Z. Jezierski lost to Blatner (USA), S. Finkelstein beat
Robinson (England), Sramek (Czechoslovakia), Kaspar (Austria) and
M. Szabados (Hungary), and lost the quarterfinals to R. Bergman. E. Schiff won

% R. Bergman was born on April 10th, 1918 in Vienna (another possibility is the city of
Kalisz). Richard’s father was Polish. New Record Office ref. No. 543/1/9 Dr Ignacy
Schwarzbart’s archive 1937/1939/1940. Dr 1. Schwarzbart was an active lobbyist for
Polish Jews abroad. He was a Councillor of the City of Krakow and an MP until
1939. A member of the World Jewish Council; member of the National Council to
the Polish Government in Exile. In 1940, A. Ehrlich wrote a letter to
Dr I. Schwarzbart asking for help with granting a Polish citizenship to R. Bergman.

47 “Raz Dwa Trzy” of March 17th, 1936.

* «Kurier Wieczorny” no. 123, 1936.

4 «“Raz Dwa Trzy” no. 6, 1937; “Kurier £.6dzki” no. 34, 1937. Table Tennis Museum in
Rennes and Lausanne. 1937 ITTF Swaythling Cup Programme (Turnier -Leitung).
°0'1937 ITTF Swaythling Cup Programme. The Americans won the championship, after

defeating the Hungarians by 6-3 (in group duel, Hungary defeated the USA by 5-4).
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against Foldi (Hungary), Ari (Estonia), but then lost to Hartinger. In the first
round, the bronze medallist from Prague, A. Ehrlich, defeated Boros (Hungary),
and then Borenbaun and V. Barna, the many time World Chamipon, (3-2),
Kolar (the previous year World Champion, Czechoslovakia), as well as Hazi
and Soos. In the finals, Ehrlich was defeated 3—2 by a Polish player representing
Austria, Bergman”'.

Between 24™ and 29" of January 1938, London was hosting the best table
tennis players for the third time. Two hundred men and women from sixteen
countries were competing for the world championship. Three hundred umpires
took part in the event. Two thousand matches were played. Fifty interpreters
were helping in the organization of the tournament. The Polish team,
A. Ehrlich, E. Schiff, I. Rojzen (Jewish players), K. Osmanski and
Czerniachowski, were in an eight-team group. Losing to Austria, England and
the USA, and winning against Germany and Latvia (both 5-4), Ireland and
Wales gave them the fourth position it the group. It was the worst performance
in five years™. Three causes made up the bad result: there was no experienced
third player; the duration of the matches was limited to 20 minutes, which gave
the advantage to attack players; and the players participated with no previous
preparation (no training camp). The poor condition of the players was evident
throughout the individual tournament. All of them were eliminated in the first of
in the second round: K. Osmanski lost to K. Helmy (Egypt), Czerniachowski to
I. Joffe (Latvia), I. Rojzen to L. Pagliaro (USA), E. Schiff to Vana
(Czechoslovakia) and A. Ehrlich to S. Schiff (USA)®. Only E. Schiff and
A. Ehrlich made it to the third round in doubles. S. Finkelstein, already
representing Palestine, was ranked fifth (with Kaspar)™.

The Polish national team did not take part in the 13" World Cup in Cairo in
1939. The finances of the Polish table Tennis Association were poor and the
participation of the Polish team was no guarantee of spectacular game. Only
A. Ehrlich was defending the honour of our country. Faruk, the king of Egypt,
paid the entrance fee, travel expenses and the stay in Egypt for Ehrlich. The
Hungarian or the American team did not participate either. Austria was already
part of Germany, and the Czechoslovakian and the English teams were made up
of young players. Bergman, with Polish citizenship, only took part in the
individual tournament, while S. Finkelstein represented Palestine, together with
S. Weissfish, M. Ingel and D. Granat. If the PZTS showed better organizational

St «“Kurier £6dzki” no. 40, 1937; “Robotnik™ no. 43, 1937.

>2 “Raz Dwa Trzy” no. 6, 1938.

>3 “Kurier Wieczorny” no. 28, 1938.

> ITTF World Table Tennis Championships Programme, London, Jan 24-29, 1938.
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skills, they could have entered a dream team, with a chance for a gold medal™.
A. Ehrlich defeated V. Marcu (Romania), R. Bedoc (France), V. Heksner
(Yugoslavia), H. Lurie (England), V. Barna (England) and Z. Dolinar
(Yugoslavia) in the singles. He then lost in the finals to R. Bergman (Poland)*®
and became the World Vice-Champion for the third time”’.

Up until 1949, only Alojzy Ehrlich, who resided in France, took part in the
World Cup (Paris 1947, Stockholm 1949), paying with his savings. Thanks to
that, he was ranked amongst the top sixteen players™. The best Polish table
tennis player of the interwar period, Alojzy Ehrlich, went to a training camp
held in Warsaw in 1949, The Polish team did not participate in the Stockholm
World Cup, as the authorities at that time refused to issue passports to the team
members.

Overall, between 1933 and 1939, the Polish representatives won seven
World Cup medals, including two bronze ones in team tournaments. A. Ehrlich
won five medals, he was the three time individual World Vice-Champion (1936,
1937, 1939), a bronze medallist in team tournament (1935) and a bronze
medallist in doubles (1939). The Poles won twenty nine out of forty world
championships matches. Poland was represented by a team of nine, seven of
them being of Jewish descent: A. Ehrlich, E. Schiff, S. Finkelstein,
S. Pohoryles, H. Pohoryles, 1. Rojzen and W. Loewenhertz.

4.8. Jewish club championships in Poland

The competitions amongst held within the Jewish community played
a major part in the promotion of ping-pong. Their level was decent and they
enjoyed popularity among spectators (friendly matches and shows). The origins
of the sports competition go back as far as 1920s*’. Many friendly matches were
played in Warsaw between 1929 and 1930, the participants being the Jewish
Sports Clubs Team and Jewish Academic Sports Association (ZASS). Those
matches originated the individual and team competitions of the Makkabi
Association in Poland.

“ITTF World Table Tennis Championships Programme, Cairo 1939. “Kurier
Wieczorny” no. 70 of March 14th, 1939. Czechoslovakia won the team tournament,
while Yugoslavia was second.

%6 «Kurier Wieczorny” no. 73, 1939.

37 “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 16, 1939.

¥ W. Pieta’s private archive. Cf. ITTF Museum, Lausanne. ITTF Programmes of 1947
and 1949.

% Oral account of Franciszek Dobosz, dated March 10th, 2007, Krakow.

% 'W. Pieta’s private archive.
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Those Jewish clubs which achieved a high organizational and sports level
demanded from the central Makkabi the organization of competitions in various
disciplines. In that way, they satisfied the communities’ need for similar
activity. The Jewish Physical Education Board in Poland decided to organize
the First Jewish Club Championships in ping-pong. The organization of the
championships was entrusted to Makkabi Krakow®'.

Fifteen teams of seven competed in the First Jewish Club
Championships: Hasmonea Lvov, Metal Lvov, Makkabi and Hakoah
Krolewska Huta, ZASS Warsaw, Bar Kochba Poznan, Kadimah £.odz,
Makkabi Pabianice, Warta Czestochowa, Makkabi Kielce, Makkabi
Wtoctawek, Samson Tarnéw, Makkabi Krakow, Hakoah Krakow and ZTS
Krakow. The entry fee was 5 zlotys for a team and 1 zloty for an
individual player. The tournament lasted sixteen hours and finished on
Monday morning with the victory of the Lvov team. The final table®*:

1. Hasmonea Lvov — ZRWF RP challenge cup

2. ZASS Warsaw — Fabin factory Cup

3. Kadimah £.odZ — a ping-pong player statuette
Women:

1. Schock (Makkabi Krakow)

2. Spitzer (Makkabi Krolewska Huta)
Men:

1. Kiihl (Metal Lvov)

2. Ehrlich (Hasmonea Lvov)

3. Tellermann (ZKS Krakow)

An open individual tournament was held in December 1930, which
gathered the top ping pong players at the time. The best Jewish player turned
out to be A. Ehrlich (Hasmonea Lvov), Hendeles (Makkabi £.6dz) was second
and Schweitzer (Makkabi £6d7) — third®. The First Women’s Jewish Club
Championships were scheduled for January 1931%.

Between 1931 and 1933, the internal championships of the Makkabi
Association were not held. The top players, A. Ehrlich and H. Kuehl, were
successful at the Maccabiah Games in Prague (1933). A. Ehrlich won the gold

®! “Kurier E6dzki” no. 72, 1930.

62W. Pieta’s private archive. “Nowy Dziennik” no. 83 of March 29th, 1930. J. Kunze,
Sport Zydowski na terenie miasta Krakowa w latach 1926—1930, WSWF Krakéw
1962 (typescript of Master’s dissertation).

%3 “Kurier E6dzki” no. 355, 1930.

64 «“Kurier L6dzki” no. 318, 1930 (neither archives nor magazines included the results).
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medal in singles, while H. Kiihl and A. Ehrlich triumphed in doubles. The
Makkabi Poland won the silver medal in team game®.

The Makkabi Association Championships were organized by Makkabi
E6d7. Between the 22" and the 23™ of December 1934, twenty-three players
competed in the tournament. The members of Hasmonea Warsaw were
definitely dominating the event at the time. Wajnsztok triumphed (Hasmonea
Warsaw), B. Pukiet was second (Makkabi Sosnowiec), other positions were
occupied by: Rechleben (Hasmonea Warsaw), S. Finkelstein (Hasmonea),
Hendeles (Makkabi t.odz), Fusch (Hakoah Czestochowa). Hasmonea Warsaw
turned out to be the best team, Makkabi £6dz being ranked second and Makkabi
Sosnowiec, with a bronze medal, third®.

On November 10“‘, 1935, the General Council of the Polish Makkabi
Association Central Committee chose new sports captains for sixteen sports
sections. The ping-pong section was captained by N. Himelfarb from Warsaw®’.
The Makkabi Championships that were supposed to be held in 1935 actually
took place between the 13" and the 14™ of April 1936 at the Jewish hall of
residence in ul. Przemystowa 3 in Krakow. The singles tournament (only
fourteen players took part) was won by Szymon Klein (Samson Tarnow),
Bernard (Berek) Pukiet of Makkabi Sosnowiec was ranked second, the third
place on the podium being occupied by Samuel Pempel (Makkabi Krakow). The
best team was Makkabi Krakow, ranked before Makkabi £odz and Makkabi
Sosnowiec®.

The following year’s Makkabi Championships were hosted by Hasmonea
Lvov (April 17" — 18", 1937). The representative of the Sports Department was
Schatz, and D. Kacengold from Krakow was the sports captain®. The individual
champion’s title was yet again won by B. Pukiet (Makkabi Chorzow),
W. Loewenhertz from Lvov was ranked second, and S. Nowarski (Makkabi
Chorzow) was third. The best team of the tournament was Hasmonea Lvov,
placed before Makkabi Chorzow.

On the recommendation of the Central Committee, the 1938 Makkabi
Championships were organized by Samson Tarnéw, between the 12" and the
13" of March. The organizing association prepared the event very carefully and
carried out the task properly. The costs of the event (lodging and meals) were

65 J. Rokicki, Zydowskie organizacje sportowe i turystyczne w Polsce w pierwszej
potowie XX w., (a typescript of a doctoral dissertation).

66 «przeglad Sportowy” no. 103, 1934,

57 The Wingate Institute for Physical Education (Israel), a report on the activity of the
Central Committee of the Makkabi Association in Poland, p. 2. Sports report II.

% Ibid., p. 12.

% State Archive of Lvov Oblast, Lvov, the Hasmonea Lvov files of March 17th, 1938,
ref. No. 594/38.
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covered by the organizers, as well as the event being organized at the risk of the
association. The players took part in a parade, and even show games were
played (Schiff — Joskowicz, Pukiet — Blonder). Eight teams participated in the
team tournament. The first place was taken by the four time Polish champions,
Samson Tarnéw; Makkabi Chorzow was placed second, and Makkabi Krakow
third™. Thirty-three players representing twelve clubs took part in the individual
tournament. An unexpected victory was one of B. Pukiet’s (Makkabi Chorzow),
who came before S. Klein (Samson Tarnéw) and the four time Polish
Champion, E. Schiff’’. One of the prizes, a stationery set, was funded by
M. Hornung, PhD, the director of KOZTS. The umpires’ committee included:
H. Apsel, Gellwasch, Ormian, Birnfeld.

Taking into consideration the well-known organizational difficulties, the
1939 Makkabi Championships were held in Warsaw, in ul. Krélewska 20.
Makkabi Krakow was ranked first, before Makkabi £.0dz. In individual game,
S. Klein took his revenge on B. Pukiet for the previous year’s defeat. It should
be noted that at that time, many of the well-known Jewish players had already
left for Palestine’”.

0 In 1938, the following teams competed: Makkabi Krakow, Chorzéw, Czgstochowa,
Migdzyokrggowe Koto Tarnéw, Makkabi Sosonowiec, Nowy Sacz, Krynica and
Samson Tarnéw.

"''W. Pigta’s private archive. Circular no. 1/VIII of the Union of the Jewish Gymnastics
and Sports Associations of Poland, p. 3.

"> W. Pigta’s private archive.
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Chapter 5

THE SPORTS ACTIVITY OF THE DISTRICT TABLE
TENNIS ASSOCIATIONS, PLACING PARTICULAR
EMPHASIS ON THE JEWISH SPORTSMEN

A considerable role in the development of table tennis in the Interwar
Poland was played by the district table tennis associations in Lodz, Lvov,
Krakow, Warsaw and in Silesia, and particularly by their Jewish members and
players.

5.1. The L6dz district

The origins of table tennis may be traced back to the Tourists’ Club in
L6dz, in ul. Kilinskiego. There were two ping-pong tables there, used for
training by the £.6dz Sports Club (LKS), Union, as well as by many beginners
of Jewish descent'. The sports life in £.6dz was limited to football, volleyball,
basketball, gymnastics and ping-pong. In 1927 in L6dz, Wiadystaw Kozielski
published the first manual, entitled Gra w ping-ponga. Also, in the same year,
a friendly match between Hakoah and Union was played (Hakoah won 5-2).
The winning team included: Morgenstein, Dyktom, Kaban, Segal, Baumarten,
Hauchman and Podlasiak. The 1928 L6dz Champion was Stollenwerk from
LKS, Szotland from the Braun Gymnasium was second, and Kohan from
Hasmonea E.6dZ was third?.

On December 23", 1928, General Founding Meeting of the £.6dz District
Ping-Pong Association (LOZP-P) was held in the venue provided by the
YMCA. The official media support for the activities of the association was
offered by Kurier £odzki. The initiators of the LOZP-P establishment were
sportsmen of Jewish descent.

The ping-pong sections could be found in Kadimah (1928), Bar Kochba
(1928), Hakoah (1928), Hasmonea (1927) and Samson Jewish Sports Club
(1928).

The 1929 L6dz Team Championships were held at two ping-pong youth
clubs. Each of them was equipped in two tables: ZSGS Hasmonea (in ul.
Gdanska 40) and Hakoah (in ul. Zachodnia 66)3. At that time, Hasmonea I
triumphed over £LKS and Hasmonea II.

! “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 45, 1926.

* “Przeglad Sportowy” of April 21st, 1928.

A Bogusz, Zydowskie Stowarzyszenia Sportowe todzi 1897-1939, 1.o6dz 1992;
“Kurier £.6dzki” no. 52, Feb 22nd, 1929.
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One of the major achievements of the members of the ping-pong
associations was bringing Victor Barna, the many times world champion, to
L6dz for show games purpose, which was in 1930. The champion played
sixteen matches and won them all*. Many inter-city matches, with the
participation of Jewish players, were organized at that time (L.6dz vs. Warsaw,
L.6dz vs. Krakow, £.6dzZ vs. Lvov).

One year later, in 1930, Hasmonea £.6dZ won the championships again.

In 1931, Makkabi £.6dZ turned out to be the best team in the city. The team
included Edelbaum, Hendeles, Schoenwald, Librach, Adek, Lewkowicz’.

Jewish players dominated the individual women’s championships in £.6dz.
The gold medal went to Libfeld from Makkabi, Polak from Sztern won the
silver and Barwin from Jutrzenka £.6dz won the bronze®.

At that time, the £.6dz District Ping-pong Association stood out not only for
their organizational activity (the First Polish Championships), but also the
sports activity. They organized a well- structured team tournaments (with
around forty teams taking part) and the only women’s league in Poland. Every
team had a proper tournament venue. The umpires participating in the
tournament were mostly Jewish: Werthajm, Rotenberg, Goldwasser, Gros,
Pasirman, Kurc, Mendelson. The 1932 team champions were: class A —
Makkabi, class B — Hakoah II, class C — Tej-Chaj, substitute team — Hakoah III.
In women’s class A, Makkabi £.6dz was ranked first, before Sztern, Orle and
Makkabi Pabianice, Jutrzenka, PK Zjednoczone and Makkabi Zgierz. The best
class B team was Hakoah, before Resursa and Bar Kochba’.

The 1933 L6dZ champion was Birkenwald (Sztern), Libfeld was second
and Polak from Sztern was third®. The men’s championships were won by
Hendeles, Librach becoming the Vice-Champion. The best team was the
unrivalled Makkabi £.6dz.

In 1934, the following sports clubs had the license to organize tournaments:
7KS Makkabi £.6dz, RSS Sztern, ZKS Hakoah, ZSRWF Jutrznia, ZKS Tajfun,
ZKS Nordija, ZKS Hapoeal, ZKS Makkabi Pabianice, and the following non-
Jewish clubs: KS Orlg, PK Zjednoczone, KS YMCA, LTS Sita, ZMCh
Odrodzenie and the Riflemen’s Association, as well as RKS Widzew’. The “A”
class included eight teams. Once again, the Makkabi £6dz won the

* “Polonia” no. 2236, 1930. His opponents were players of Makkabi L6dz, ZASS
Warsaw, Hasmonea and Metal Lvov.

3 “Kurier £6dzki” of March 31st, 1931.

6 “Kurier £.6dzki” of March 2nd, 1932.

7 “Kurier £.6dzki” of Nov 24th, 1932.

¥ “Kurier £.6dzki” of Dec 27th, 1932.

? “Rocznik Sportowy 19347, Warsaw 1934, p. 475.
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championship. The top three in the individual game were: Lucjan Winsche
(Orle), Inzelstein (Makkabi) and Weiner (Sztern). In the 1934 Polish
Championships in Krakow, Makkabi won the silver (Hendeles, Librach,
Edelblum, Schweitzer, Inzelstein).

It should be mentioned here that a very useful role in the table tennis
promotion in the £.6dZ district was played by “Kurier £.6dzki”. It dedicated a lot
of space in its sports section to the current events and activities of the £.6dz
District Table Tennis Association (more than any other journal of the interwar
period).

Throughout 1935, many of the Jewish sports clubs were experiencing an
organizational and economic crisis, the effect of which was a temporary
suspension of their activities. Despite those problems, Makkabi and Kantor
(Makkabi £.6dZ) were champions yet again. Pazia (a sportsman of non-Jewish
descent) from Orle £.6dZ was the Vice-Champion, and W. Joskowicz (Hakoah
£6dz) was third'.

Makkabi was unrivalled in the class ”A” championships in 1936 (they won
the sixth championships); Hakoah won the silver and Zjednoczone won the
bronze. In the finals of the individual games, Kantor and Zajdeman (from
Makkabi) played against Pazia and Hoffman (from Orle). Zajdeman won and
was ranked before Kantor and Hoffman''. In the same year, the £6dz team
played friendly matches against the Warsaw and the Poznan teams. The
tournament of the twelve best players of £.6dZz was a very interesting event.

Table tennis became a very popular sport in schools. An example of this
could be the inter-school tournaments, which enjoyed an immense popularity
(sixteen schools participated). The £.6dz Championships for seniors were played
in class “A” and class “B”. In class “A”, Joskowicz from Hakoah was ranked
first, before Zajdeman (Makkabi) and Pytel (Hakoah). In class “B”, Pazia
(KWP) was the best'>. The team championships were declared invalid by the
Management Board of the £.6dz District Table Tennis Association. The reasons
for this decision are still unknown.

In February 1938, Makkabi won the championships again and was ranked
before Orle and Hakoah'?. Zajdeman triumphed over Pazia in singles. However,
£.6dz lost 1—4 to Krakow in a friendly meeting'®. It was at that time when most
of the Jewish sports clubs were closed down, which had a negative effect on the
level of table tennis in £.6dz.

19 “Kurier £.6dzki” no. 64, 1935.

' “Kurier £.6dzki” no. 350, 1936.

12 «“Kurier £.6dzki” no. 339, 1937.

" “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 14, 1938.
14 «“Kurier £6dzki” no. 81, 1938.
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The L.6dzZ district included thirty-three Jewish sports clubs in its structures,
among others, those from L6dz, Pabianice, Ozorkéw, Piotrkéw, Tomaszéw
Mazowiecki and Kalisz. There was a table tennis section in each of these
clubs®.

The L6dz District Table Tennis Association organized an international
match, which was held in the £.6dZ Municipal Theatre, where Poland beat
Latvia 5-4. E. Schiff (from Samson) scored three points, and B. Pukiet
(Makkabi Chorzéw) scored two.

Between 1931 and 1939 the Polish Table Tennis Association had its seat in
Lodz. It was in 16dz where the Polish Table Tennis Association was
established, registered and where its statute was approved. Most of the directors
and members of the association were from L6dz; they were businessmen,
bankers and civil servants. It was also in £.6dz where the first Polish Team
Championships were held (in 1932). The members of the £.6dZ District Table
Tennis Association carried out the entrusted task very well, also thanks to the
involvement f the Jewish community. Throughout the years in question, the
Jewish sportsmen were successful in competing for the first place in £.6dz.

5.2. The Lvov district

Ping-pong was brought to Lvov from Austria before the First World War.
The preparations for the presentation of a new discipline had been under way for
years. The first public show tournament was held in January 1926, at the “Rondo”
café'®. Table tennis was also known as “room tennis” in those days. The
tournament was organized by the members of Hasmonea Lvov. The matches were
played according to the rules agreed upon before the tournament. The teams of
Hasmonea (Hoch, Gruber, Philip, Rappaport, Redler, Fleischer, Ales) and of
Pogon Lvov (Zimmerman, Wieckowski, Urich, Bacz, Z. Kuchar, Jacgerman,
Polowy) competed in teams of seven until thirty winning points in each set. The
umpires at that match were Singer and Cybulski. The meeting, watched by
a hundred and fifty spectators, was won by Hasmonea by 389-354"7.

In those days, the members of the table tennis section of the ZKS
Hasmonea Lvov would organize evening training sessions between 8 p.m. and
9 p.m. (at the ping-pong parlour in ul. Skarbkowska 1/3). The trainings were

1> A. Bogusz, Zydowskie Stowarzyszenia Sportowe Eodzi 1897-1939, £6dz 1992.
16 “Sport” of Jan 6th, 1926, Lvov. p. 10
" 1bid., p. 10
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conducted by Mateusz Hoch, a ping-pong player and the director of the
section'®,

In 1927, eleven teams participated in the inaugural Lvov Championships.
Jutrzenka Lvov (Altschuller, Farb, Flohr, Hechman, H. and S. Pohoryles,
Luberman) was ranked first, before Hasmonea and Bar Kochba'®.

Many ping-pong sections were established in Lvov between 1928 and
1929%°. The “A” class tournaments were dominated by Jewish sports clubs.

The popularity of ping-pong among the citizens of Lvov increased
considerably after the Lvov District Table Tennis Association had been
established”’. The youth and the adults played it. This game turned out to be
a fantastic form of supplementary training for football players (Zenit, Metal,
Hasmonea, Pogon). In 1930, Pogon Lvov played a record number of twenty-six
ping-pong matches in Poland. There were seventeen players training in the club,
including, among others: Kuzmifski, Donsaft, Feder, Weissberg, and the
Pohoryles brothers™.

In the 1930 Lvov Team Championships, Hasmonea Lvov (Aubs, Fichtman,
Hellman, A. Munzer, Munzer II, Schenkman, Tonenbaum, Ehrlich)23 was
ranked first, after beating Pogon Lvov (both teams were represented solely by
Jewish players).

The first Silesian Open Championships, which were held in Krélewska
Huta (in 1931), ended in the victory of the Lvov representatives. The individual
part of the tournament was won by the world champion, L. Bellak from
Hungary, the seventeen-years-old A. Ehrlich (Hasmonea) was second, and
Kuehl (Metal) was third®*. Ehrlich and Fichtman, both from Lvov, were
definitely the best in doubles.

In 1932, Heller won the Lvov Singles Championships®. The best team of
Lvov in 1933 was the Sports Section of the Jewish Association of Private
Clerks (Feinbraun, Fuhrman, Gelbhaer). In the women’s tournament,

'8 J. Rokicki, Zydowskie organizacje sportowe i turystyczne w Polsce w pierwszej
potowie XX w.; Mateusz Hoch (1903-1944), Doctor of Law (alumnus of the
Jagiellonian University), lawyer, sports official. Player of Bar Kochba Lvov, Pogon
Lvov (1918-1932), Hasmonea Lvov (1924-1931).

19 “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 12, 1927.

20W. Pieta’s private archive.

2! The Lvov District Table Tennis Association was registered on January 1st, 1930

* A commemorative book published on the 35th anniversary of the LKS Pogon Lvov
(1904-1939), Lvov 1939, p. 225.

»W. Pigta’s private archive. “Nowy Dziennik” no. 17, 1930.

Xw. Picta, Tenis stotowy na Gornym Slqsku w latach 1929-2004, Cz¢stochowa 2005,
p. 16.

* “Robotnik” no. 53, 1932.
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Konstantin (SRWF Jutrznia) triumphed. The leading ping-pong players of Lvov
(the Pohoryles brothers, A. Ehrlich) did not participate in that tournament, as at
that time they were studying outside the country. The Rzeszéw ping-pong
section was created at ZRK Bar Kochba (donations were collected for new
equipment)®.

In 1934, table tennis was already very popular in Lvov. The tournaments
organized by the Lvov District Table Tennis Association would gather twenty-
four teams, divided into three classes, “A”, “B”, and “C”. Twelve Jewish sports
club took part in the tournament. After the class “A” vetting by the Department
of Games and Discipline, it turned out that the best women’s team was
Hasmonea Lvov (Hessl, Juff, Schapiro, Wildman). In men’s category, the gold
went to Hasmonea Lvov (Agid, G. Fluk, Kauf, Loewenhertz, Ochs, Sternhertz),
the silver to ZKS Makkabi, and the bronze to Jutrzenka®. In singles play,
W. Loewenhertz, a regular Polish representative, won for the first time; Fluk
was ranked second and Feder finished third®™. The 1934 Singles Women’s
Champion was Rozenlak from AZS Lvov. Ranked before Juff and Hessl
(Hasmonea).

The structures of the Lvov District Table Tennis Association, which had its
seat in the ZKS Makkabi building in ul. Blacharska, included also the
associations from Stanistawéw, Tarnopol, Jarostaw, Przemys$l and Rzeszow.
The district included nine Jewish sports clubs from Lvov only, namely: ZKS
Hasmonea, ZKS Jutrzenka, ZKS Kadur, ZKS Rekord, ZKS Ssyjonid, ZKS
Makkabi, the Jewish Association of Private Clerks, RSWF Jutrznia, ZKS
Gwiazda®.

The members of the Lvov District Table Tennis Association encountered
many difficulties in their organizational work. They had to pay two zlotys for
placing a tournament announcement in the “llustrowany Program Sportowy”
(“Illustrated Sports Programme”)*. The old rules of sports competitions made
the matches extremely long (for instance, the match played by Jutrzenka against
ZMS lasted nine hours and ended only when one of the players fainted). Many
disruptions and arguments provoked by the association members and players
themselves were an additional issue.

% «“Przeglad Rzeszowski” no. 1, 1933. (The 1932 friendly match between Bar Kochba —
Makkabi Jasto). “Kurier Lwowski” of Feb 24th, 1932.

*7 “Ilustrowany Program Sportowy” no. 66, Lvov 1934, pp. 39—40.

 W. Pieta’s private archive.

2 Rocznik Sportowy” 1934, Warsaw 1934.

0 “Ilustrowany Program Sportowy”, Lvov 1934, no. 64, p. 39; “Ilustrowany Program
Sportowy”, Lvov 1934, no. 66, p. 41.
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In 1935, there were eighty players from thirty-four teams competing in the
Lvov District Championships. Ten players got to the finals, six of them were
representatives of Hasmonea. The singles part of the tournament was won by
the then Polish representative, W. Loewenhertz, ranked before Fluk and Kuehl
(all three from Hasmonea)31. Hasmonea Lvov won the Lvov Team
Championships (G. Fluk, Kauf, Loewenhertz, H. Kiihl, Ochs, A. Sternhertz)32.
Hasmonea did not participate in the 1935 Polish Team Championships due to
high costs of travel and board in Poznan (450 zlotys).

The 1936 championships had a surprise in store. The many times district
champions, Hasmonea Lvov, was defeated in the finals by Zenit Lvov
(Garstner, Feder, Szpinger, Ressler, Weintraub, Habenstreit)33. The champion of
the women’s singles was Fuhrman, ranked before Konstantin and Zimmerman.
Elmer (Gwiazda) triumphed in the tournament for seniors, the silver went to
Feder (Zenit) and the bronze to Loewenhertz (Hasmonea).

The involvement of the members of some Jewish sports clubs, such as
Scherer, Ressler, Weiss or Silber, was of great importance to the development
of table tennis in the district of Lvov.

1937 was the year of the triumph of Hasmonea and Loewenhertz, Abraham
Sternhertz was ranked second. The following year, Hasmonea won again and
a member of Zenit Lvov, Ressler, was ranked first’*. Loewenhertz was second
and Gallat third. The best player of the season among women was Czyznowska
(Czarni), who was placed before Konstantin (J utrznia)35 .

Before the Polish Championships in 1939, the Lvov District Table Tennis
Association organized the qualifiers for the second time, which turned out to
serve also as the district championships. Hasmonea was the winner. The gold in
individual game went to Loewenhertz, the silver to Ressler and the bronze to
Gallat (Hasmonea Lvov). In women’s competition, Eck (Gwiazda Lvov)*
climbed the podium having been ranked first.

3! “Tlustrowany Telegram Sportowy” no. 4, Lvov 1935.

*2'W. Pieta’s private archive.

3 “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 3, 1936.

* J. Rokicki, Zydowskie organizacje sportowe i turystyczne w Polsce w pierwszej
potowie XX w. (typescript of doctoral dissertation). Ressler, footballer of Zenit Lvov,
the most popular sportsman of Lvov (1934).

> “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 14, 1938.

% “Chwila” no. 22, 1939.
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5.3. The Krakow district

The origins of ping-pong in the Krakow district date back to the mid-1920s.
The first attempt to establish a district association in Krakow was made in
1926, The proponents of this idea were Henryk Apsel, Maksymilian Hornung
and Herman Borsztyn. The first Krakow Championships were held in 1927. The
winners of that event were S.C. Cracovia and their famous player Andrzej
Zielinski (non-Jewish players)®. The triumphers in the following years were
OKS Orleta Krakow, including: K. Herbst, W. Zak, W. Szumski, T. Mianowski,
J. Gronobis, W. Stefaniuk.

The first official match of a Jewish team took place in 1928. It was then,
when ZKS Makkabi defeated RKS Legia 8-2. The representatives of the
Krakow team were: Eder, Weissblat, Lichting, Englander and Weinblatt™.

In May 1928, on the initiative of ZKS “Amatorzy” the Krakow District
Ping-pong Association was established. The members of ZKS Hakoah were
very helpful throughout the organizational stage of the enterprise. The first
management team of the Krakow District Ping-pong Association included:
M. Hornung (president), H. Borszcz (vice-president), H. Apsel, E. Kleinberg,
H. Eismann™.

The Krakow Team Championships were very popular among the players
and fans. By 1928, ZKS Makkabi Krakow (J. Eder, A. Englander, A. Feldman,
M. Landau, J. Lichting, S. Monderer, R. Weissblat), who won the silver in the
Krakow Championships, was already a force to be reckoned with in the sports
competitions.

In a 1929 friendly match, Makkabi Krakow (Lichting, Weissblat, Apsel,
Herman, Friedman, Horowitz, Eder) defeated the then leading team of Cracovia
4-3. A. Zielinski, a member of Cracovia, the 1927 Champion, did not take part
in the event*'.

7'W. Pieta’s private archive. The Cracovian circles accepted this date as the date of the
establishment of the Krakow District table Tennis Association (1926). The
registration files suggest 1928 (cf. the State Archive, files of the district authorities of
the city of Krakow). The founding meeting took place on May 7™, 1928.

3 The Krakow District Table Tennis Association Chronicle (chronicler — Jan Ku$mierz)
is to be found in the office of the Table Tennis Association in Krakow — Krakow-
Bronowice.

¥ J. Kunze, Sport zydowski na terenie miasta Krakowa w latach 1926-1930, Krakéw
1962 (Master’s dissertation).

“'W. Pigta’s private archive.

! “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 83, 1929.
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In 1929, the management of the Krakow District Ping-pong Association
already included ten members, and all of them were Jewish. The composition of
the management board was as follows: M. Hornung — president, H. Bursztyn —
vice-president, H. Apsel — secretary, M. Landmann — treasurer; other members:
J. Klein, M. Kwasniewski (the president of the Department of Games and
Discipline), H. Seifter, S. Horowitz, I. Bauminger, J. Kirchenbaum.

1930 was the best sports year for TS Orleta (Krakow Championship). ZKS
Makkabi won the vice-championship, while ZTS Krakow was ranked in the
third place and Cracovia in the fourth**.

In order to promote table-tennis among the youngest beginners from the
Jewish communities, an idea emerged to organize the so-called all-Poland
Tournament of the twenty-two aces. The host of the tournament, ZKS Hagibor
Krakow, fully satisfied the requirements. In the venue provided by the Jewish
Handicraft Association, two new tables were installed. Nine prizes had been
funded for the best players. The tournament turned out to be a well-deserved
triumph of the youth from the Makkabi Krakow™.

The members of the Makkabi Krakow won the bronze in the 1932 Polish
Team Championships. In the following year’s Krakow Championships, they
were defeated by Wista Krakow and Samson Tarnéw™. The individual part of
the tournament was a success for Majerczyk of Hagibor®. Makkabi, Helsi and
Langer triumphed in Nowy Targ.

The 1933 electoral success belonged to H. Apsel, a member of the Makkabi
Krakow, who was chosen to fill the position of the sports captain of the Polish
Table Tennis Association (he held this position until 1937).

The Krakow district included twenty one sports clubs, fifteen of them were
Jewish: ZKS Hagibor, 7ZKS Hakoah, ZRKS Sita, ZKS Makkabi, ZKS Hakadur,
ZTS Krakéw, ZKS Hapoel, Samson, TS Jutrzenka, RSWF Gwiazda-Sztern,
7ZKS Tarnéw, ZKS Makkabi Jasto, ZKS Makkabi Stary Sacz, 7ZKS Makkabi
and ZKS Gwiazda Nowy Sacz*.

The sports competition in the Krakow district were divided into two
classes, class “A” and “B”. The 1934 champion of the KOZTS [Krakow District
Table Tennis Association] was Samson Tarnéw, Hakoah Krakow (Krakow
champions) were second, and Makkabi third. In the individual part of the
competition, the first two places went to the players of Samson: E. Schiff and

> “Nowy Dziennik” no. 54, 1930.

3 «“Raz Dwa Trzy” no. 34, 1931; “Nowy Dziennik” no. 149, 1930

* “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 12, 1933.

# “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 13, 1933.

% “Rocznik Sportowy” 1934, Warsaw 1934. Cf. “Raz dwa Trzy” no. 9, 1934.
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S. Klein, Majerczyk from Hagibor was classified third"’. The tournament
confirmed the primacy of Samson Tarnéw in the Krakow district, as well as in
the whole country. E. Schiff and S. Klein became regular national
representatives while the rest of the team (Gelbwachs, Seiden, Schiff I and
Schmidt) also belonged to the group of top table tennis players of Krakow. The
Samson team played a major role in the promotion of table tennis in the South
of Poland. The Krakow District Table Tennis Association introduced, as a sort
of experiment, the Krakow doubles championships (in imitation of the Davis
Cup). The tournament brought the success of Wista Krakow (Szumilas —
Stefaniuk), ranked first before Hakoah (Pemper — Ohrenstein). The sports
calendar of the KDTTA included also the prestigious tournament of the aces
with the participation of Ehrlich, and matches against the teams from
Czestochowa and Lvov. The series of table tennis competitions had its influence
on the fact that two new sub-districts, Tarnéw and Nowy Sacz, were
distinguished from the KDTTA.

The 1935 Krakow Champion was Hagibor Krakow (Zysman, Weintraub,
Blonder), ranked before Hakoah and Makkabi*®,

The Polish Championships in Warsaw (in 1936) were unsuccessful for the
Krakow teams. Hagibor partially restored their reputation by triumphing again
in the Krakow championships®’. The best singles player of that competition was
Blonder (who defeated Stefaniuk in the finals)>.

At that tome, the Krakow District Table Tennis Association was
considered to be the most efficient district within the Polish Table Tennis
Association’s structures. As a considerations for that fact, the head office of the
PTTA was to be moved from £.6dz to Krakow (however, the decision has never
been changed). The propagation and the development of table tennis were
largely due to the activities of the Jewish club members and players.

In 1937, there were forty-four players competing for the title of Krakow’s
best ping-pong player. They represented such clubs as Hagibor, Makkabi, ZTS,
as well as Wisla, Garbarnia and Cracovia (non-Jewish clubs). This time,
Blonder (Hagibor) won the gold, defeating Stefaniuk (Wista) and Weintraub,
a team mate from Hagibor, in the finals. It was also the fourth time Hagibor was
announced the best team’'.

7 “Raz dwa Trzy” no. 10, 1934.

* “Raz dwa Trzy” no. 47, 1935.

¥ “Raz dwa Trzy” no. 50, 1936. The silver went to Makkabi and the bronze to ZTS
Krakéw F. Dobosz. Cf. J. Kukulski, 60 lat Cracovii 1906—1966, Krakéw 1966, p. 129.

*0 “Raz dwa Trzy” no. 52, 1936.

> “Raz dwa Trzy” no. 1, 1937.
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The host of the 1937 District Championships was Tarnéw, and the
favourite player was the three time individual Polish champion, E. Schiff from
Tarnéw. Apart from Schiff, the following players played in the finals: Klein,
Siwek, Sommer, Blonder and Weintraub. Unexpectedly, Blonder, a fifteen-
year-old, triumphed by defeating seventeen-year-old Schiff. S. Klein was
ranked third™>.

With changing fortunes, Blonder and Rozenzweig, alongside the Hagibor
team, represented Krakow in the Polish Championships in Czgstochowa
(in 1938).

The period between 1938 and 1939 brought more triumphs of Samson
Tarnéw and E. Schiff in the Krakow district tournaments™*.

A ping-pong match between the Warsaw and the Krakow teams was held in
Krakow. The players from Krakow marked out for the match (Schiff, Klein,
Blonder) defeated the Warsaw team (the result being 7-2)".

The Krakow District Table Tennis Association (Krakauer Ping-Pong
Bezirksverband) was carrying out its activities during the WW 1II as well. It was
only in 1941 when the police authorities of the General Government of the city
of Krakow prohibited the management of the KDTTA from any further
activities™.

The Krakow District Table Tennis Association was re-established on
November 11", 1946”7. The 1947 Polish Champion was a Cracovia player,
Szymon Blonder (formerly, Hagibor Krakow player). The new champion had to
struggle not only against other ping-pong players, but also against the
authorities who considered his Polish nationality dubious. The same adversities
emerged in A. Ehrlich’s career. In 1949, the Polish Table Tennis Association
impggded the Garbarnia Krakow player to win the second Polish championship
title™.

2'W. Pieta’s private archive.

33 “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 14, 1938.

> “Raz dwa Trzy” no. 2, 1939.

% “przeglad Sportowy” no. 10, 1939.

% State Archive in Krakow, files of the district authorities of the city of Krakow (akta
Starostwa Grodzkiego), ref. No. SMKr 429, pp. 559, 573, 575, 577, 579. The
document concerned the closing of the bank account (13,43 zlotys), handing over
files and books and suspending the activities. The authorities during WW II included:
Dr. M. Hornung, W. Zak, W. Grochowski, I. Bauminger.

°7 Krakow District table Tennis Association Chronicle, p. 9.

** W. Pieta’s private archive. At a special meeting of the Management Board of the
PTTA, S. Blonder had to prove that the time he spent abroad during the war, he did
so as a Polish citizen.
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5.4. The Warsaw district

Ping-pong tables appeared in the capital’s parlours and sports clubs in the
1920s. A friendly show match was played between the Haokah Vienna and
Makkabi Warsaw (its result remains unknown)5 ?_ Tt took the Warsaw teams very
little time to achieve such level of proficiency, so as to organize the first
Warsaw championships (the Warsaw district association did not exist yet). The
proposal was put forward by S.C. Warszawianka, which was home to many
Jewish players. The first championships were held in 1926, they lasted all day
long and brought the victory of Goldstein from Warszawianka. In the finals, he
defeated his club colleague, Redlich®.

Table tennis was developing mostly in the school environment (both male
and female). The discipline did not require any major financial resources or
specialized sports venues®'. More and more matches promoting the discipline
were played, with the participation of Makkabi (Strauch, Grajwer, Rozenfeld,
Strauch II, Labedz, Bronberg, Landau) and Polonia, as well as Stella Warsaw
(Rounfeld, Finkielkraut, Lubliner, Grajwer, Kaltman II, Korallot, Aksenny)62.

The above mentioned facts support the rightness of the decision to establish
the Warsaw District Ping-pong Association which was responsible for
organizing tournaments in accordance with the current regulations®.

On the initiative of the Ascola School Club, a meeting was organized for
the delegates of the sports clubs which had ping-pong sections. Their goal was
to establish the Polish Ping-pong Association®.

* R. Gawkowski, Warszawskie kluby sportowe 1918-1939. Ich rola spoteczna
i kulturalna (typescript of Master’s dissertation). The master’s defence took place at
the Institute of History of the University of Warsaw on June 27th, 2007.

80 «Sport” no. 173, 1926.

6! “przeglad Sportowy” no. 52, 1926.

62 “przeglad Sportowy” no. 48, 1926.

63 “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 2, 1927.

64 «“Nasz Przeglad” of Jan 22nd, 1927. The meeting was scheduled for Jan 24th, 1927 at
8.30 p.m. at S.C. Ascola in ul. Ttomackie 13. The research shows that this meeting
did not eventually turn out to be the foundation of the Polish table Tennis
Association. S.C. Ascola (aram. ,,Education”): the male Gymnasium of the Ascola
Association was established in 1922. The table tennis section of the S.C. Ascola was
the responsibility of H. Malipan. In 1928, S.C. Ascola joined the ZAWF and created
the Jewish Academic Students’ Association.
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“Nasz Przeglad” (in 1927) included information saying that the Warsaw
District Table Tennis Association welcomed all players interested in taking part
in the Warsaw Championships to visit the Makkabi hall®.

Over those years, Jewish sports clubs, namely Makkabi, S.C. Ascola,
Gwiazda, Bar Kochba and Jutrzenka, were the leaders in Warsaw. The 1927
Warsaw champions were Goldstein (Warszawianka) and Ascola, who defeated
Makkabi 3-2 in the finals. After that success, the authorities of S.C. Ascola
dismissed twenty-five players (the decision was influenced by the circular
issued by the Ministry of Religion and Public Education, which prohibited the
school youth from associating with any sports institutions)®*. The same year, the
fusion of S.C. Ascola and ZAWF (Jewish Academic Physical Education) took
place. As a result, the Jewish Academic Sports Association emerged®’.

In 1928, workers’ and school tournaments were highly popular among the
capital’s inhabitants. The Warsaw school champion was Syrkin (III Municipal
Gymnasium), who defeated Lapidus (Commercial Gymnasium) in the finals®®.
Gwiazda (Kesler, Welnfeld, Majerowicz, Zylberstein, Rosner) was the leading
workers’ sports club, ranked before Skra (non-Jewish club)®.

At the end of the 1920s (1929), Makkabi (Syrkin, Szpinadel, Strauch,
Lothbringer, Lapidus, Szwarcmann, Gtowacki) triumphed in the Warsaw Team
Championships. The best workers’ sports club of the period was Skra (Gwiazda
was ranked second)70.

In 1930, the leading table tennis teams were ZASS and Makkabi, who
dominated not only in the field of organization, but also in the field of sports
competition. There were seventy players training in the Makkabi Warsaw team,
which was a record number. A very active team at the time, ZASS, played many
friendly matches against Marymont, AZS, Kraft, YMCA and Makkabi.
A prestigious match was played at the ZASS sports hall, in ul.
Namiestnikowska 7, between the Warsaw team (which was composed of the
players from Makkabi, Bar Kochba, Gwiazda, Czarni and Jutrzenka) and

0 “Nasz Przeglad” of Mar 5th, 1927. There are no archival documents which would
confirm the establishment of the Warsaw District Table Tennis Association in 1926
or 1927. The entry fee was 2 zlotys per team.

% “Nasz Przeglad” of Novr 22nd, 1927. In December 1927, the two-time Warsaw
champion — Goldstein — got Warszawianka’s permission to play for Makkabi
Warsaw.

67J. Rokicki, Zydowskie organizacje sportowe i turystyczne w Polsce w pierwszej
potowie XX w.

%% “Nasz Przeglad” of Mar 13th, 1928.

% “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 3, 1928.

70 “Przeglad Sportowy” of Mar 23", 1929.
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ZASS™. Seven individual matches were played, ZASS won 5-2. After this
spectacular success, ZASS also defeated the Jewish Clubs Team. This time, the
match was played at the fine Einstein hall at the Jewish Hall of Residence’.
Another distinguished sports club, ZKS Hakoah, would conduct training
sessions for the citizens of Warsaw, which took place every day, between 8 p.m.
and 10 p.m. The trainings were held under the supervision of Warsaw’s best
player, Goldenhar. Together with the Jewish players of Warsaw, Victor Barna,
the many times World Champion, took part in the friendly show matches”. The
gold medal of the 1930 Warsaw Championships went to ZASS, and in
individual game, Goldehar.

Table tennis underwent a major development in one year, which is
supported by the following facts: the school tournaments became much more
appealing (six schools took part in the Warsaw Championships); more
university students were practising ping-pong (AZS and ZASS), and more
people joined the workers’ sports clubs (there were twelve teams competing n
an unofficial league) and the Jewish sports clubs. The champions of 1931 were:
ZASS Warsaw (who beat YMCA in the finals) and Rundstein from Gwiazda’*.

An event of major importance for the table tennis environment was the
establishment and registration of the Warsaw District Ping-Pong Association,
which took place on November 10", 1931. The founders of the WDP-PA were:
Eisenberg I, Eisenberg II, Gorka, Obarski and Weisenfisch”.

The Warsaw Championships of the workers’ sports clubs were held in
January 1932. They ended in another success of Gwiazda I, their substitute team
was ranked second.

WDTTA was responsible for the organization of the Warsaw championships.
The management of the association also included representatives of the Jewish
sports clubs: Feinbaum, Gdrka, Ajzenberg, Weisenfisch, Szebel and Lew.’¢

"I “Nasz Przeglad Sportowy” no. 48, Dec 15", 1930. The newspapers noted that the
ZASS prepared two tennis tables for this meeting. The participants were: Goldstein,
Rozmaryn, Szwarcmann, Silberstein, Lapon, Gérka, Goldenhar, Lotryngier.

72 “Nasz Przeglad” no. 324, Dec 24‘}‘, 1930.

73 “Nasz Przeglad Sportowy” of Nov 28", 1930.

™ W. Pieta’s private archive. The Academic Sports Association [AZS] used the sports
hall in ul. Piramowicza 3 to play their matches. The workers’ sports clubs which
competed then included: Czarni, Skra, Btyskawica, Gwiazda, Draft, Sarmata, Union,
Marymont, Jutrznia, Czerwoni, Tur Wola, YMCA.

7 “Gazeta Polska” of Nov 12th, 1931. The warsaw District Ping-pong Association was
the fourth (officially) estblished and registered district association in the PTTA, after
Krakow, £.6dZ and Lvov. W. Pigta’s private archive.

76 “przeglad Sportowy” no. 19, 1932. The authorities of the WDP-PA included:
Olchowicz — President, Twardo — vice-President, Kotmora — Secretary, Szebel —
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The 1933 Warsaw Champions were Makkabi, followed by YMCA in the
second place and AZS in the third”’. Shimcha Finkelstein from Makkabi
triumphed in the singles play’®. It should be noted that the technical abilities of
the Jewish players were quite considerably superior to those of the rest of the
players.

It was not until 1934 (in Krakow) that the Warsaw teams made their debut
in the Polish championships. Hasmonea was fifth and Makkabi sixth. The
bronze medal in the singles went to S. Finkelstein”. Over that period, the
WDTTA abandoned their activities. In the 1934 information section of the
“Rocznik Sportowy” (“Sports Yearbook™) there is no mention of the association.
“Przeglad Sportowy” (“Sports review”) of March 1934 also names only nine
districts (no mention of the WDTTA again). Despite the problems, the
tournament for the best Warsaw team did take place. Since 1927, the
tournament would be continually won by Jewish teams. In that season,
Hasmonea (Engelsberg, Mesing, S. Finkelstein, Jarecki, Rechleben, I. Rojzen,
Wajnsztok) was ranked first, before Makkabi (Dymentmann, H. Grunberg,
B. Heller, Lapon) and YMCA, with ZASS being ranked fifth and Makkabi II
seventh. The singles champion’s title went to S. Finkelstein for the second time.
The workers’ tournament brought yet another triumph for Gwiazda®.

The 1935 Warsaw Singles Champion was Wajnsztok (Hasmonea). The
class “B” champion was the team of Hapoel Praga®'. Hasmonea, a very strong
team at that time, won the team championships easily and thus qualified to the
Polish Team Championships. In Poznan, Hasmonea didn’t suffer a single
defeat, winning, among others, against the prize-winning Samson Tarnéw, and
became the Polish Champions.

Hasmonea Warsaw were the organizers of an international tournament with
the participation of the Hungarian many time world champion, M. Szabados,
and distinguished Austrian players: Liebster and Kohn. Finkelstein,
Loewenhertz and Pohoryles were also present™.

A successful sports venture of an international significance was bringing to
Warsaw world cup medallists, V. Barna and A. Ehrlich. The winner of the duel,
i.e., of the five-set match was V. Barna. The programme also included matches
with the participation of the public. The scheduled matches involving the

Treasurer, other members: Feinbaum, Prusak, Pisarczyk. the Department of Games
and Discipline included: Gérka, Ajzenberg, Weisenfisch, Lew.

T “Robotnik” no. 44, 1933.

78 “Robotnik” no. 124, 1933.

"'W. Pieta’s private archive.

80 «“Robotnik” of Jan 29th, 1934.

81 «“Robotnik” of Jan 28th, 1935; “Nowy Sportowiec” no. 12, 1935.

82 “Robotnik” of Apr 12th, 1935.
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invited players did not take place due to the military police entering the venue
(the organizers had not paid the 30 zlotys for the room rental).

The last sports accent of 1935 was an intercity match, in which Warsaw
defeated Lvov (5—4) and Vilnius (9-0). The main player of the Warsaw team
was S. Finkelstein®. The matches were held in the Makkabi sports hall, in the
presence of one thousand spectators.

On December 16", 1935, a general meeting of the Warsaw District Table
Tennis Association was held. The assembly chose the following members for
the next term: Koliweszko WO, Ajzenberg, sergeant Stawek, Matuszewski,
Ttuchowski, Helcer, Lanenberg, Szulzitzer, Grunberg, Wyrzgier, Fajgenbaum,
Wietecha, Bereza, Karpinski, Bromski, Cukerman.

Gwiazda was a regular winner of the workers’ sports competitions. In that
year’s finals, they defeated WKS 1922 Warsaw (6—4).

In January 1936, the 1935 Warsaw Championships were finished. Six
players were fighting for the leadership at the Gwiazda sports hall: Rojzen,
Finkelstein, Rechtleben, Cukerman, Lapon and Grodnicki (Polish player).
Eventually, for the third time in a row, S. Finkelstein triumphed over the rest,
with Cukerman (Maraton) in the second place and Rojzen (Hasmonea) in the
third*. In the team finals, Hasmonea defeated YMCA. It was the first time that
Warsaw women’s championships were held (in 1936). There were twenty
players competing for the championship. The first position was awarded to
Hupfal (Haganah), the silver went to Smetek (Warszawianka) and the bronze to
Student (Hasmonea). Young Finkelstein was ranked fourth. For unknown
reasons, Gwiazda withdrew their two players from the competition.

The Warsaw District Table Tennis Association was the organizer of the
Polish Team and Individual Championships. The sports clubs expressed many
reservations — there were not enough umpires (Zofia Smetek umpired three
matches) or good quality equipment. It was a worse period in the association’s
history. One of the reasons for the poor organization were financial difficulties.
It had been three years since the WDTTA paid anything into the PTTA’s
account and it took eight months to settle accounts for the Polish
Championships. It seemed that inspection was inevitable, but eventually, a new
board of directors was elected, with Koliweszko WO as the president. The
remaining members of the new board were: Matuszewski, Kaminski,
Piotrowski, Helcer and Rozengart. The function of the sports captain was
entrusted to Ajzenberg (8" term)®’.

%3 “Robotnik” of Oct 20th, 1935.

8 «przeglad Sportowy” no. 106, 1936; “Nowy Sportowiec” no. 3, 1936.

% “Kurier Codzienny” no. 342, 1936; “Nowy Sportowiec” no. 97, 1936. The meeting
took place in ul. Leszno 66.
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The best table tennis player of the interwar period was Shimcha
Finkelstein, who left for Palestine at the end of 1937*°. Before leaving, he had
managed to win the Polish individual championship. The Warsaw
championships gave Finkelstein, together with Ratafia, Rechtleben, Rojzen and
Wajnsztok, an opportunity to make Hasmonea the best team of the capital yet
again (PZL was second). The individual championship went to Matujto,
Finkelstein was second and Rojzen third.

In 1938, the Warsaw district included twenty-seven clubs. A so-called
workers’ sub-district was sectioned off; it included fourteen teams. Izaak
Rojzen, a player of Hasmonea, was the Warsaw champion®”. The Gwiazda team
was ranked first, before PZL. At the end of 1930s, the Jewish sports teams were
losing their prestige and importance, many sections were disbanded. Some new
sports clubs with table tennis sections appeared in Warsaw. It was the level of
the competition between them that determined the level of sports in the capital.

The surprise of the 1939 competition was the gold for Rechleben from
Gwiazda, who became the best player of the capital (he defeated, among others,
the Polish representative, Pidrowicz). It was the year when for the first time
a non-Jewish team, PZL. Warsaw, won the gold, after defeating Gwiazda in the
finals®®,

In 1939, fifty-three out of one hundred seventy-six Warsaw sports clubs
had table tennis sections (the workers’ sports clubs were: RKS 7ZAR, Gwiazda
Warsaw, RSWF Gwiazda Otwock, Gwiazda Radom, ZRKS Union Warsaw,
Hapoel Falenica). Table tennis sections also existed in tourist, educational and
social groups. As for the popularity of the discipline, table tennis was ranked
fifth®.

% Oral account of Jerzy Gayer and Fima Borys.

87 J. Rokicki, Zydowskie organizacje sportowe i turystyczne w Polsce w pierwszej
potowie XX w. 1. Rojzen represented Poland and Israel; left for Israel befor the
outbreak of the Second World War. Him and F. Borys played in one club (Hapoel
Petah Tikva).

8 «Przeglad Sportowy” no. 15, 1939.

8 R. Gawkowski, Warszawskie luby sportowe 1918-1939, pp. 107-108. Cf. R. Gawkowski,
Fatsze, mity i potprawdy w dziejach warszawskiego sportu, 2005 (typescript in author’s
possession).

77



5.5. The District of Zaglebie Dabrowskie

At the beginning of the 1930s, ping-pong was one of the most popular
sports disciplines in the area of Zagtebie®. Most of the Jewish sports clubs had
sections and the necessary sports equipment (tables, rackets and balls). The
players of the ZRKS Gwiazda Sosnowiec, Makkabi Sosnowiec and Hakoah
Bedzin initiated friendly competitions. In Piaski, the main prize was the city of
Czeladz challenge cup’’. Show matches were held in Grodziec, Sielec Maty,
Bedzin and Sosnowiec (ZKS Kinareth defeated KS Plomien Sosnowiec). In
Oswiecim (German - Auschwitz), Makkabi Sosnowiec defeated Kadimah
Oswiecim 7-2.

The first championships of the Zaglgbie district were held in January 1931.
The winner was Bolestaw Majcher from Sosnowiec, Btoch (Sosnowiec) was
ranked second and Wywiat (Dabrowa) was third”>. The Team Champioship
went to RKS Zaglebie Sosnowiec. ZRKS Gwiazda Sosnowiec finished the
tournament in fourth place®.

In 1932, the best team of Zaglebie was Makkabi Sosnowiec, who won all
the friendly matches against other teams from the region®.

In 1933, Zagli¢gbie Dabrowskie — the District Ping-pong Association in
Bedzin was established”. Lichtenstein was chosen president, S. Eakomik was
vice-president, Radzik — treasurer and Twardoch — secretary. The remaining
members were: Zajdman, Wajsberg, Patucha, Lycki, Kaminski, Juryst. The
district structures included counties of Zawiercie and Olkusz’®. The Department
of Umpires organized a course for umpires. The city of Bedzin hosted the
championships of Zagtgbie. Prior to that, Hakoah Zawiercie was ranked second
in the Zawiercie championships (the winner was Warta). The subsequent
positions were taken by: KS Harcerz, Riflemen’s Association, TUR”. The
leading Jewish sports club, Hakoah Begdzin, won the Cup of the Mayor of
Katowice after defeating twenty-one teams from Silesia, Krakéw and Zaglebie.

% “polonia” no. 2931, 1932; M. Ponczek, Rozwdj kultury fizycznej w Zaglebiu
Dabrowkim w latach 1864—1939, Katowice 1992.

°' “Polonia” no. 2251, 1931.

92 “Expres Zaglebia” no.38, 1931.

% The tournament took place at the Sosnowiec community centre in ul. Jasna 26.

% M. Meducka, Zydowskie stowarzyszenia sportowe w wojewddztwie kieleckim w latach
1918-1939, [in:] Jewish Historical Institute Bulletin, Warszawa, no. 3—-4, 1990.
Makkabi Sosonowiec was registered in 1922. In 1926, the Makkabi centres were
established in Zawiercie, Olkusz, Dabrowa Gérnicza.

% “Expres Zaglebia” no. 11, 1933.

% “Expres Zaglebia” no. 312, 1933.

°7 “Expres Zaglebia” no. 31, 1933.
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The singles part of the tournament saw the triumph of Mauer (Hakoah) over
Slotosch (AKS Krélewska Huta)®. The leading players of that time were:
young B. Pukiet, S. Nowarski, Stachlic and Fischel®.

At the 1934 Polish Championships, held in Krakow, Hakoah Bedzin was
classified seventh (out of twelve teams). According to the information placed in
the 1934 “Rocznik sportowy” (“Sports Yearbook™), the District Table Tennis
Association of Zagtebie Dabrowskie included twenty—three sports clubs (the
largest number of sports clubs with table tennis sections in Poland)'®. The
organizational strength of the ZD-OZTS was determind by Jewish sports clubs:
Makkabi Sosnowiec, Hakoah Bedzin, Bar-Kochba Czeladz, Makkabi Dabrowa
Goérnicza, Kadimh Bedzin, Kinareth Sosnowiec, Hapoel Bedzin, Gwiazda
Sosnowiec, Gwiazda Dabrowa, Gwiazda Bedzin, Kraf-Sita Bedzin, RSWF
Jutrznia, ZKS Przemsza Bedzin, as well as the Polish Youth Association of
Piaski, Sosnowiec, Sosnowiec — Pogon, Nowy Sielec, and the remaining sports
clubs: Arja Sosnowiec, Solway Grodziec, Brynica Czeladz, the J. Pitsudski
Polish Youth Club of Czeladz and Sosnowiec, the Community Centre in
Sosnowiec.

The 1934 Zagltebie Singles Champion was B. Pukiet, the silver went to
S. Nowarski. The ping-pong players from the Makkabi Sosnowiec (Pukiet,
Nowarski, Jakubowicz, Dafner, Brandes) took part in the Polish Makkabi
Championships'®".

The city of Olkusz hosted the match between the Bejtar Jewish Sports Club
(Friedman, Piess, Cukerman, Wajemon, Gleitman) and the “Zagfebianska
Dziesiqtka” (“the Zaglebie Ten”) scout team. The championships in Zawiercie
were held under the patronage of the mayor.

The 1935 Zagiebie champions were S. Nowarski and Makkabi
Sosnowiec'™. Also, Zaglebie Dabrowskie — Dostrict table Tennis Association
was reorganized that year by the representatives from Sosnowiec, Bedzin,
Dabrowa, Piasek and Grodziec'®. Table tennis was popular as nearly every
week friendly matches would be held in Milowice, Dabrowa (RSWF Gwiazda
vs. ZKS Makkabi Dabrowa: 4 — 3) and Olkusz. In Piaski, the tenth anniversary
of the club was celebrated with a match of the ten best players of Silesia and
Zaglebie.

% “Expres Zaglebia” no. 45, 1934; “Polonia” no. 3300, 1934.
% “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 18, 1934.

190 «“Rocznik Sportowy”, Warsaw 1934, pp. 476-477.

191 “Expres Zagtebia” no. 348, 1934.

192 “Expres Zagtebia” of Mar 25", 1935.

193 “Expres Zagtebia” of Jan 20", 1936.
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In January 1937, a tournament for the title of the Champion of Silesia and
Zaglebie of the Makkabi Sports Clubs was held in Dabrowa. The competition
was won by Makkabi Chorzéw, with Makkabi Sosnowiec in the second and
Makkabi Dabrowa in the third place. Makkabi Rybnik was classified fourth.

Also in 1937, TCL Siemianowice won the title of the Zagl¢bie Champion,
with KWP Mystowice in the second and PIOK Swigtochtowice in the third
place. The singles part of the tournament was a triumph of Werba from
Katowice over Gulinski (Swictochtowice) and Robok (Piaski)'®.

In the sports hall of the Makkabi Sosnowiec, A. Ehrlich played and won
seven show matches: four of them against the leading players of Zaglebie, and
three against volunteers from the audience. The public showed an immense
interest in that tournament. It should be noted here, that beating B. Pukiet
(player of the Makkabi Chorzéw) required most effort on the part of Ehrlich.

Another achievement of the talented Bernard (Bernie) Pukiet, a player from
Sosnowiec, was winning the Silesian Championships in 1938'®.

On the 28" of January 1938, the Sub-District Table Tennis Association was
established in Zagtebie'®. The seat of the management was located in the ZTGS
Makkabi Sosnowiec. Furthermore, table tennis was practised in Makkabi
Dabrowa, Hapoel Bedzin, Hakoah Bedzin and Sosnowiec. Majer Laueman was
appointed the chairman, Jakub Szwajcer — vice-chairman, and Izrael Zajdman —
secretary. The members were: Lawek Firek, Hendel Dattner, Edward
Wieckowski and Marian Imielski. Table tennis was, back then, the favourite
disciplin of the national minorities.

A grand tournament for the championship of the Kieleckie voivodeship was
held in Bedzin and its main organizer was the management of the Zagl¢bie
Dabrowskie sub-district. The Zagtebie champion’s title went to B. Pukiet with
W. Kawczyk from Siemianowice in the second place'”’. The tournament
enjoyed great interest on the part of the locals. The sports clubs of Zagltebie
were in good relations with the Silesian District Table Tennis Association and
the Silesian sports clubs.

14 «“Expres Zagtebia” no. 66, 1937.

1% W Pigta, Tenis stotowy na Gérnym Slgsku w latach 1929-2004, Czgstochowa 2005,
p- 26.

19 “Expres Zagtebia” of Jan 28", 1938.

197 “Expres Zagtebia” of Mar 23", 1939.
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5.6. The Silesian District

Ping-pong in developed Upper Silesia in the late 1920s. At first, the
discipline was introduced to the programme of the Polish Youth Associations'®.
The first show tournament was held in Mystowice, with matches between
young players of Jewish descent — thirteen-year-old Marcol and thirty-two years
old Lindzwi'®. The first ping-pong clubs were set up. A match held in
Krélewska Huta (Chorzéw) originated the sports struggle between Hakoah and
Makkabi (Hakoah Krélewska Huta won 6-1)""°.

In 1929, the “Polonia” daily paper published the standardized table tennis
regulations'"".

At the beginning of 1930s, Makkabi Krélweska Huta assumed the
responsibility of organizing the ping-pong structures in Upper Silesia. It was on
their initiative that the First International Silesia Championships were
organized. The hosts invited 105 competitors, including, among others, Laszlo
Bellak“z, a world champion, and players from Lvov, Berlin, Prague, Vienna,
Wroctaw, Budapest, £.6dz, Warsaw, Polish and German parts of Silesia'"®. The
tournament was held at count Reden’s hotel in Krélewska Huta. It was
a triumph of L. Bellak, with A. Ehrlich in the second place and Kuehl in the
third (both from Lvov). Romana (Makkabi Lvov) was the best among women.
Ehrlich and Fichtman won the doubles'".

Cheap equipment, Jewish restaurants and youth clubs, all this favoured the
development of table tennis in the Jewish circles. The popularity of the
discipline was even greater due to the simple regulations. The table tennis
proponents from Makkabi Krélewska Huta managed to organize the first
unofficial Silesian championships. Makkabi Krélewska Huta turned out to be
the best team. In singles, the best player was J. Kornhauser. In doubles, Krafka

— Kornhauser (Makkabi) defeated Osiecki — Woznica (Hedwig)115 .

108 A Steuer, Sport na Gornym S'lqsku 18961996, Katowice 1997, p. 38. Cf. W. Pigta,
Tenis stotowy na Gérnym Slasku w latach 1929-2004, p. 26.

109w, Pigta, Tenis stotowy na Gornym Slqsku w latach 1929-2004, Czestochowa 2005,
p. 15.

10 “Polonia” no. 1854, 1929.

11 «pglonia” no. 2204, 1929.

127, Uzorinac, ITTF 1926-2001 Table Tennis Legends, Zagreb 2001, p. 37. Laszlo
Bellak was born on Feb 11", 1911 in Budapest; died in a New York hospital on Sep
20“‘, 2006. He was 95 years old.

'3 «Polonia” no. 2252, 1931.

4y, Picta, Tenis stotowy na Gérnym S'lqsku w latach 1929-2004, Czestochowa 2005,
p. 16.

113 «“polonia” no. 2572, 1931.

81



Bellak and Szabados were playing in Silesia again. The ping-pong shows in
which they participated enjoyed great popularity''®.

On October 23™ 1932, the first elections in the history of the Silesian
District Table Tennis Association were held. The organizational meeting was
presided by Rotblub from Makkabi Krélewska Huta''. The head office of the
district association was located in ul. Szpitalna 1.

Many important tournaments were held in Upper Silesia. The players of
Makkabi Krélewska Huta dominated the championships in Mystowice:
Kornhauser was first, Lichtblau second and Bednarek from La Salette Oratory
in Mystowice was third.

The period between 1933 and 1934 was marked by stagnation in the
Silesian table tennis. The players did not take part in the Polish singles and team
championships. The Jewish sports clubs were less active in that period. Only
Makkabi Sosnowiec decided to compete for the highest trophies in Upper
Silesia. In the discussed period, there was a visible domination of the Polish
Youth Associations (Stowarzyszenia Mtodziezy Polskiej — SMP), Catholic
Youth Associations (Katolickie Stowarzyszenia Mtodziezy — KSM), workers’
sports clubs and school sports clubs.

At that time, there were nine districts in the structure of the Polish Table
Tennis Association. There was no District Table Tennis Association of Silesia,
where ping-pong was defeated by other sports, such as football, swimming,
boxing, wrestling, weightlifting or fencing''®.

After three years of absence in the sports arena, ZKS Makkabi Chorzéw
made a comeback. Bernard Pukiet won the Silesian singles championship. In
the finals, he defeated Z. Werba, a two-time Silesian champion. Widekind,
aplayer of Makkabi Chorzéw, was ranked third in the class “B” singles
tournament' .,

In 1936, at the Shooting Centre in Chorzéw, a propaganda match was
played between the teams of Silesia and Poland, in which the Polish team won
by 8—1. The Silesian team included S. Nowarski. Makkabi Chorzéw paid a visit
to Cieszyn. B. Pukiet won in the singles, with Wiener in the second place and
Wachsberg in the third. The organization of the Bielsko championships was the
local Makkabi, who was classified in the second place in the final ranking.

16 «Kattowitzer Zeitung” no. 65, 1932; H. Rechowicz, Polska kultura fizyczna na
Slasku Gérnym i Cieszynskim, Katowice 1991.

""H. Rechowicz, Dorobek polskiego sportu w gérnoslgskiej czesci wojewddztwa
(1922-1939), [in:] Z dziejow kultury fizycznej, Gorzow Wlkp. 1996, p. 199. The
management board included J. Kornhauser (Treasurer) and Rotblum (sports captain)

118 A Steuer, Sport na Gérnym Slqsku 1896-1996, Katowice 1997, p. 38.

"9 W. Pieta, Tenis stotowy na Gérnym Slgsku w latach 1929-2004, Czestochowa 2005.
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The Third Silesian Championships (for 1937) were held at the end of 1936.
The title of the Silesian Team Champion went to representatives of the Training
School from Rybnik with Makkabi Chorzéw winning the vice-championship.
For the second time, B. Pukiet triumphed in the singles. In total, seventy players
representing twenty Silesian sports clubs participated in the tournament'®’.

In the Polish Championships of 1937, held in Tarnéw, the team of Makkabi
Chorzéw (Pukiet, Wiener, Nowarski) was classified in the ninth place. The
leading Silesian player, B. Pukiet, was ranked fourth'*'. Pukiet’s achievements in
the tournament had an influence on his calling up to the national team for the
world championships. Winning the place in the team required competing against
first-class players, like Finkelstein, Schiff, Loewenhertz, Matujto, Ehrlich'?.

1938 was also successful for Bernard Pukiet. He won the Silesian
Championships and the Polish vice-championship. However, he did not go to
the world championships. The Jewish sportsmen started to encounter problems
of a social nature. Most of the ZKS’s were excluded from competing.

The last tournament before the outbreak of the WW II brought B. Pukiet
the title of Vice-Champion of Silesia, and his team, Makkabi Chorzéw (Lvov)
won the Polish vice-championship'>.

The officials from the Jewish minority had a major influence on the
development and the activity of the District Ping-pong Association of Upper
Silesia. They co-organised the first international championships of the Silesian
region. If needed, they invited world champions to Krélewska Huta, which
enabled young players to familiarize themselves better with the secrets of the
discipline.

Bernard Pukiet continued his pre-war sports career in the United States and
achieved many valuable victories in world championships tournaments,
especially in the 1960s.

5.7. The Czestochowa District

The citizens of Czgstochowa encountered the new discipline probably
before WW I, thanks to the English and German engineers who worked on the
construction of the steel mill, celluloid and textile factories. In spring, hey
would spend their spare time playing lawn tennis and during the autumn and
winter evenings, they would amuse themselves playing ping-pong.

120 Ibid., p. 25.

2 bid., p. 25.

122 “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 4, 1937

123 «“Raz Dwa Trzy” no. 10 & 11, 1939; W. Pigta’s private archive.
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In the inaugural match (in 1929) in the Czgstochowa region, Warta
defeated Ascola (a non-Jewish club) by 8—1, 9-0"**. In the singles, praise was
owed to Niemirowski, who defeated his brother, Sz. Niemirowski, in the finals.
Misko was ranked third.

The district in question did not organise regular tournament. There was no
table tennis association in Cz¢stochowa, therefore, there was no-one who would
assume the responsibility of organising singles and team tournaments or
trainings. The game had a typically informal character. Jewish sports clubs with
table tennis sections were being established. One of them was ZKS Hakoah
(1932)'%.

The first official championships of the Czgstochowa district took place in
1934. The winning team was ZTGS Hakoah Radomsko, with Gwiazda in the
second place and Makkabi in the third. At that time, most of the matches were
played in a sports hall in ul. Ko$ciuszki 12 (S.C. “Warta”)"*°.

In 1934, the Czgstochowa District Table Tennis Association included eight
sports clubs, seven out of which were Jewish: Gwiazda, ZTGS Hakoah
Radomsko, ZTGS Makkabi Czgstochowa, RKS Hapoel Radomsko, RKS
Hapoel Czgstochowa, ZRKS Jutrznia Czestochowa and ZRS “Nordija”
Czestochowa'?’.

The Krakow district was one of the best in Poland and its leading players,
Pomper and Obinstein, were already championship medallists. Therefore, the
visit of the Krakow team was an important event in the sports life of
Czgstochowa. The host team lost by 3—7. The competitors playing in the colours
of the defeated team were: Gruca, Rozenbaum, Hasse, Rozenzweig,
Kleinerman'®.

In the 1934 Polish Championships, held in Krakow, only Misko from
Makkabi Czestochowa qualified for the second round. Helleman and
Frenkenberg were eliminated in the first round.

124 “Expres Czgstochowski” no. 76, 1929.

'3 B, Matolepszy, Kultura fizyczna i przysposobienie wojskowe w  Czestocho-
wie i w powiecie czestochowskim w latach 1918—1939, Czgstochowa 1996, p. 75.

126 State Archive in Katowice, branch in Cze¢stochowa, ref.: Starostwo Powiatowe
w Czgstochowie, no. 54. Stowarzyszenia sportowe 1923-1932.

127 “Rocznik Sportowy” 1934, Warsaw 1934; “Nowy Sportowiec” no. 100, 1937, cf.
E. Malolepszy, Ruch sportowy wsrod ludnosci zZydowskiejw Czestochowie i w powie-
cie czestochowskim w okresie Il Rzeczypospolitej [in:] T. Jurek, Z dziejow kultury
fizycznej mniejszosci narodowych w Polsce w XX wieku, Gorzow Wlkp. 2007.

128 W. Pieta’s private archive.
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The team from Czestochowa (Ehrenfeld, Girman, Helleman, Krauze,
Goldberg, Rozenzweig, Fajertag, Zygler and Fuks) lost to the highly valued
Warsaw team 0-5 in a friendly match'®.

The gold medal of the 1935 Czestochowa Championships went to Hakoah
Radomsko, the silver was awarded to Btyskawica Czestochowa and the bronze
to Makkabi Czestochowa. A young player of Btyskawica Czestochowa,
Goldberg, triumphed in the singles and defeated Rozenzweig from Nordija in
the finals. Ranked in the third place was Hadze from Hakoah Radomsko'".

1936 was the year of the championship of Btyskawica in Czgstochowa. In
the period between 1936 and 1937, the teams of Hakoah Radomsko and Hakoah
Czestochowa competed for the title of the best team of the Czgstochowa district.
In the 1937 Polish Championships, Feliks Brajbart (Hapoel), Herszlik (Hakoah)
and Rozenzweig (Admira) played in the singles and Hakoah Czestochowa and
Hapoel Radomsko in the team tournament'*'.

In 1937, Birman from Admira The subsequent places were taken by
Weisbrott from Hapoel and Drozdzyk from Makkabi. won the singles of the
Czgstochowa Chhampionship in the presence of 300 spectators. The
competition between women ended with the success of Binestok from Hakoah,
with Porus from Warta in the second place and Herberg (Makkabi) in the third.
The best team was Hakoah Czestochowa, ranked before Admira
Czestochowa' ™.

The new authorities of the Czestochowa District Table Tennis Association
(1937) were constituted in the following composition: Horowitz (President),
Bider, Bieda, Ehrlich, Kaufman, Kurpios, Ku$mierz, Zygband, Zylderberg.

The organizational achievements of the district authorities and their good
relations with the Polish Table Tennis Association had an influence on the fact,
that Czgstochowa was chosen to host the Polish Championships. The
tournament was held at the fire station. Thirteen teams and fifty-five
competitors were invited to participate in the competition. The tournament
turned out to be a success of Samson Tarnow, who won two gold medals (Schiff
and the team). Hakoah could also rate the tournament among the successful

ones (fourth place)m.

2 “Polonia” no. 3725, 1935.

130 «Sjedem Groszy” no. 8, 1935.

B1W. Pigta’s private archive.

12 “przeglad Sportowy” no. 14, 1938.

133 “Goniec Czgstochowski” no. 40 & 42, 1938.
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The 1938 Czgstochowa Championships were held without participation of
Jewish sportsmen. Lucjan Tomza from TS Soké#'** triumphed over Kazik from
Rakow, with Mazolny from S.C. Warta in the third position.

In 1939, Czgstochowa hosted the representative team of Riga. After two
defeats at the hands of Krakow and Silesia 4-5, the Latvians managed to beat
the Czgstochowa team by 6-3.

After WW 11, popular table tennis players, Feliks Brajbart and Somper,
played in the Czgstochowa Sports Club and won local championship titles. At the
end of the 1940s, Brajbart was a two-time Czgstochowa champion (1946—1949).

In 1957, he left for Israel, together with Somper'*.

5.8. The Vilnius District

At the end of the 1920s (1929), the fastest development of table tennis took
place in the Vilnius region. In many towns, it was the only sports which was
practiced. In the academic circles, students would use a club sports hall
equipped with a tennis table'*®. There were very few people willing to practice
it, thou. The character of the discipline changed from a friendly game to
a competitive one.

The 1929 Lithuanian championships ended in a victory of Glikman,
a Jewish player. Szimens was ranked second and Kimont from Sparta Kowno
third®’. The following tournament, this time for the championship of Kowno,
brought the success of Makkabi Kowno. It was a particular distinction for
Glikman (Makkabi), Namenue (Hakoah) and Serejko (Sparta) was their calling
up into the team for the Kowno — Budapest match'*®.

In 1930, an official friendly match was held, in which the Jewish Students’
Sports Club (ZAKS) from Vilnius lost to Ognisko Vilnius by 4-12 and 5-11'%.

1% Oral account of Lucjan Tomza, a well-known RKS Rakéw player, a sports official of
the Sileian District Sports Association, who coached many generations of young
sportsmen. The conversation took place in August 1985, during a training session of
the KU AZS WSP.

135 Oral account of Zbigniew Tobijafiski, the many-time Czestochowa champion, the
president of the Czgstochowa District Table Tennis Association. the conversation
took place on Nov 22“d, 2006 in Czestochowa. After leaving Poland in 1955,
F. Brajbart settled down in Haifa (Israel).

136 A. Gasiorowski, Polski ruch sportowy w Republice Litewskiej 19191940, Olsztyn
2001, p. 105.

BT Ibid., p. 247.

"% Ibid., p. 247. Kowno lost by 0-9. Budapest was represented by Zoltan Mechlovits
(1891-1951), the 1928 Singles World Champion from Stockholm.

139 “Sport” no. 41, 1930.

86



In the Vilnius area, mainly in schools and Jewish youth clubs, new tennis
tables were provided. New blood was injected into the club teams. The sports
officials of the Vilnius area did notice the development of table tennis and put
forward a proposal of establishing a District Table Tennis Association. Until
then, it was the task of the Tennis Association to look after the table tennis
environment'*.

The first Vilnius Championships were held in 1932. There were four teams
competing for the title: Ogniwo, AZS and Makkabi and ZAKS. In the singles,
Weksler (Makkabi) came before Gotlib (ZAKS) and Klukiewicz (Ognisko). In
the doubles, the couple Weksler — Chajkin were the best. The winning team was
Makkabi.

The Jewish Students’ Sports Club (ZAKS) organized a ping-pong
tournament in a room provided by the Jewish students’ association, located in
ul. Ludwisarska 1 in Vilnius. The entry fee was 25 grosze'*'. Table tennis was
a sort of a novelty in the Vilnius area and it did enjoy great popularity. A group
of volunteers from Makkabi Vilnius conducted training'**. The ZAKS organized
the first tournament for the Cajt Cup, that is, for the best Jewish ping-pong
player. Thirty players entered the competition. The “A” class winner was
Zasikowski, with Gotlib in the second and Weksler in the third position. In the
doubles, Musko — Gotub from ZAKS were the winners. The revelation of the
tournament was the victory of J. Gotlib over the many-time Vilnius champion,
J. Weksler.

In 1933, the Championships of the Vilnius District were held at a venue
provided by the ZAKS, in ul. Zachodnia. Seven competitors played in the
colours of both ZAKS and ZTGS Makkabi, KWP Ognisko entered four players
and AZS Vilnius and OMP were represented by two players each. The entry fee
for young players was 20 grosze and 30 grosze for the older ones.

In 1934, the Vilnius District Table Tennis Association included only six
sports clubs, two out of which were Jewish: ZASK Vilnius and ZTGS Makkabi
Vilnius'®.

Only Weksler from Makkabi participated in the Polish Championships in
Krakow. However, defeated by Loewenhertz from Lvov, he was eliminated in
the second round.

0 A. Gasiorowski, Polski ruch sportowy w Republice Litewskiej 1919-1940, Olsztyn
2001, p. 250.

M1 «Kurier Wilensko-Nowogrodzki” no. 347, 1933.

142 «“Kurier Wilensko-Nowogrodzki” no. 473, 1934.

'3 “Rocznik Sportowy” 1934, Warsaw 1934,

87



Table tennis was also popular among the employees of the treasury offices,
against whom ZAKS would often play (Zasikowski, Nicberger, Myska)'*.

The 1936 Grodno Champion was Szuster from Makkabi, with Grozalski
(Makkabi) in the second place and Halpern in the third'*.

Between 1937 and 1939, the tournaments were held irregularly. The
players practiced more, the clubs were equipped with tennis tables, friendly
matches were played but their level was poor.

The champion of the Vilnius area in 1939 was Radzeli from ZTGS
Makkabi Vilnius. Wasilewski from the Riflemen’s Association was awarded

vice-championship and Kac from S.C. Jordan won the bronze'*.

5.9. The Lublin District

Ping-pong first appeared in the Lublin area, in Chelm to be precise, in
1925, as a recreational sport. The local youth practiced in youth clubs and
religious education rooms'¥’. In 1927, table tennis became main attraction and
the highlight of the Lublin AZS week. Twenty-seven players competed for three
days for the championship title. The matches were played up to six points, just
like in the lawn tennis. The winner was Larynski, with Steinhauer in the second
place, Pyzikowski in the third and Rotrub in the fourth'**. However, the interest
in the discipline in question was scarce. The subsequent tournament was
organized by ZT'GS Hakoah Lublin. Goldmann was the best player'*.

In Chetm, there were ping-pong sections at the ZKS Szamryja (the leading
player of the club, Chaim Sztajner, won the Chetm Championship in 1936)"°,
ZKS Makkabi and ZKS Bajtar. In Lublin, there was no district association that
would assume the responsibility of organizing team tournaments. Every now
and then, on the initiative of the Jewish sports clubs, singles tournaments would
be held. The ping-pong players of the Lublin district did not participate in the

Polish championships during the Second Republic period.

144 “Kurier Wilefisko-Nowogrodzki” no. 796, 1935.

145 W. Pigta’s private archive.

146 “Kurier Powszechny” no. 33, 1939, p. 5; no. 56, 1939, p. 3.

“TW.A. Koztowski, Zycie sportowe w Chetmie w latach 1918-1939, Chetm 2004, p. 90.

1% «przeglad Sportowy” no. 9, 1927.

149" Sport” no. 42, 1930.

150 «“Kronika Nadbuzanska” no. 52, 1937. The rules of the game called ,,Master”
required the winner to stay at the table and the loser to pay 5 grosze and wait for his
turn.
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5.10. The Bialystok district

The first ping-pong section in the area in question was established at
Makkabi Biatystok on December 23", 1926"'. In 1929, in Suwalki, in one of
the first official meetings, Rakieta defeated Brit Trumpeldor by 4—1. The system
of the game was 5 on 5 (five players from one team would play only one
match). In the same year, ZKS Biatystok won the Championship of Grodno'>>.

An impressive publicity campaign was organized in Biatystok in 1931. It
was then when a show match was played by the Jewish Sports Club (ZKS) and
Promier Bialystok. ZKS won by 5-1. The match played an important role in
introducing the citizens to table tennis'*.

In 1935, Hapoel Biatystok was awarded the Biatystok Championship, ZKS
Makkabi won the vice-championship and Sokét finished the tournament with
the bronze. The singles championship title went to Wejdenbaum from ZKS
Makkabi'™*.

In 1938, a District Table Tennis Association was founded by Jerzy
Maslinski and Wygocki'®.

Table tennis in the Bialystok district failed to develop. There were few
sections and their activities were limited exclusively to friendly meetings.

5.11. Other districts

Most of the Jewish sports clubs had ping-pong sections, whose activities
were limited to occasional training sessions (in youth clubs, private houses) and
friendly meetings. The frequency of those meetings depended on the sports
activity of the clubs and, most of all, on the organizational potential of the district
table tennis associations. The discipline enjoyed much popularity among students
and workers. The districts included isolated associations of the Jewish minority.

In the Kielce district, ping-pong sections were created in the 1930s. An
important development of these took place when the Kielce District Table
Tennis Association was established'”. Such clubs as Kraft, Hapoel, Sztern,
Jutrznia and Makkabi organized training sessions and internal competitions,

51 “Nasz Przeglad” of Jan 15th, 1927.

132 «“Przolad Sportowy” no. 16, 1929.

13 “Raz Dwa Trzy” no. 30, 1931.

154 «“Raz Dwa Trzy” no. 47, 1935.

13 J. Gérko, Sprintem przez historie. Z dziejéw sportu w regionie pétnocno-wschodnim,
Biatystok 1996, p. 294.

156 “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 6, 1935; M. Meducka, Zydowskie stowarzyszenia sportowe
w wojewddztwie kieleckim 1918-1939, [in:] ZIH Bulletin no. 3—4, 1990, pp- 148-189.
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however, during the period in question, none of those clubs achieved any
spectacular success and none participated in the Polish Championships.

The Poznan District Table Tennis Association, established in 1932, included
only one Jewish sports club — Bar Kochba Poznan. The competitions of that time
were dominated by Kolejowe Przysposobienie Wojskowe (KPW) from Poznan
and Szablewski from Riflemen’s Association (ZS) “Zuchowaci”"’. In 1934, 1935
and 1936, Grzechowiak from KWP won his three Poznan championships (he
claimed that table tennis was not popular in the region of Greater Poland).

The local Makkabi of Wiloctawek (Biatogtoski, Swiqtoslawski, Engel,
Sommer, Bornsztein) defeated KSM Spéjnie 5-2 in a friendly match. In
Bydgoszcz, thirty-three players from Grudziadz, Torun and Bydgoszcz competed
for the Jewish Youth Association Cup. The competition was a triumph of
Tuchman (Makkabi Grudziqdz)'®. The 1937 Pomeranian championships were
dominated by non-Jewish players, such as K. Osmanski from Pomorzanin Torun.
After the war, S. Engel (Makkabi), A. Sztajn (Jutrznia), S. Bocian, L. Stejngern
and M. Czyzewski organized a table tennis section at the “Wtloctawek” Jewish
Sports Club (which in 1948 won the vice-championship of Pomerania).

In 1946, in Western Pomerania, the “Solidarnos¢” [“Solidarity”] Jewish
Sports Club made a mark'”’.

The Bar Kochba Jewish Sports Club of Gdansk organized training sessions
in the sports hall of the Municipal Gymnasium in ul. Lastadii. The club in
question had a strong ping-pong section. The competitions were only of internal
and inter-school character'®.

5.12. The Lower Silesian district

The starting point of sports among the Jewish communities of Lower
Silesia was spring 1946. This fact was due to, inter alia, the settlement of groups
of Jewish people on these territories. Many pre-war Polish champions moved to
Lower Silesia from the areas of former Republic of Poland (Lvov, Stanistawow,
Brest). Between 1946 and 1947, fourteen Jewish sports clubs were established,
with over one thousand members'®'. There were table tennis sections in most of
those clubs.

'STW. Pigta’s private archive.

138 «“Przeglad Sportowy” no. 16, 1935.

9 H. Laskiewicz, Ponadlokalne organizacje kultury fizycznej na Pomorzu Zachodnim
1945-1957, Szczecin 1996, p. 48.

1% H. Domanska, L. Lifsche, Zydzi znad Gdariskiej Zatoki, Warszawa 2000, pp. 86-88;
J. Gebert, Z gdanskich boisk i stadionow, Gdansk 1970.

'°1'S. Bronsztejn, Z dziejow ludnosci zydowskiej na Dolnym Slasku po II wojnie
Swiatowej, Wroctaw 1993.
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The competition held in Wroctaw, in the hall of the Casino owned by the
Railmen Trade Union, on December 16", 1945 were of pioneering character'®*.
It revealed the state and the level of the players who moved to Wroctaw. The
first sports club established in the regained Wroctaw was Kolejowy Klub
Sportowy (KKS) “Odra Wroctaw” [“Odra Wroctaw” Railway Sports Club]. It
also had a table tennis section'®.

In January 1946, “Pionier” Journal published the information on the
creation of a ping-pong section at the Wroctaw First Sports Club ( KS) [1 S.C.].
Training sessions were held daily, at the venue of / KS in ul. Mikotaja 71.

Among others, Munzer, a former player of the 1933 Polish Team
Charglpion, Hasmonea Lvov, signed up for the training sessions offered by
IKS'™.

It is worth knowing, that on February 10®, 1946, at 3 p.m., a friendly match
was held in Wroctaw between I KS “Wroctaw” and KKS “Odra”. The match
took place at the club’s building in ul. Malteser 14. The live coverage of the
event was provided by the Polish Radio. The players from the Lvov Jewish
clubs, such as the already mentioned Munzer and Gaertner, with Derulski as the
third player, played in the I KS colours'®. The participation of the Lvov players
was extremely useful as they knew the rules of the training and the organization
of table tennis competitions.

The Jewish sports community of Lower Silesia organized Jewish Sports
Clubs Championships. On November 2™ and 3" 1946, thirteen teams fought for
the title. The first place went to ZKS Bielawa (Keningsberg, Wegner, Harsze),
the second to ZKS Wathrzych (Szycer, Wimmer, Gitter) and the third to ZKS
Legnica (Alfred, London, Bien).The best player in the singles was Keningsberg
(Bielawa), who defeated Beckerman (Swidnica) and Szycer (Watbrzych) in the
finals'®.

A very strong ping-pong team was ZRKS Gwiazda Wroctaw (Kukawka,
Zenderer, Seneman, Stachel, Segal). Their good condition was confirmed in the
friendly matches against Odra Wroctaw (5—4) and Spotem Wroctaw (6-3), as
well as against AZS Wroctaw (6-3, 5-4)'°".

162 “Pionier” no. 94, 1945.

' M. Ordylowski, Szkice z dziejow kultury fizycznej, Zielona Géra 2005, p. 119.
Cf. M. Ordytowski, A. Ostrowski, 1000 lat wroctawskiego sportu, Wroctaw 2002,
pp- 59-60.

% “Pionier” no. 22, 1946.

165 «“Pjonier” no. 37, 1946. The AZS general Meeting was scheduled for February 17",
1946.

1% W, Pigta’s private archive.

'"One of the representatives of the AZS was Tadeusz Ciupryk, then student of
veterinary medicine . In 1954, he became the Polish Singles vice-Champion.
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The 1947 Wroctaw Champion was Spotem Wroctaw and ZRKS Gwiazda
(Ormian, Stachel, Segal) won the vice-championship'®. ZRKS Gwiazda won in
the Legnica sub-district, ZKS Bielawa in the Dzierzoniéw sub-district and in
Watbrzych — ZKS Watbrzych.

On November 23", 1947, a temporary District Table Tennis Association
was established in Lower Silesia. The management was made up of officials
from Jewish sports clubs: Karger, R. Kus$mierski (Gwiazda Wroctaw) and
R. Szejman (ZKS Wroctaw).

One had no difficulties finding table tennis equipment in Wroctaw since the
only shop specialized in such equipment and a wholesale outlet selling table
tennis balls were located precisely in Wroctaw (in ul. Zeromskiego)'®.

The 1948 Wroctaw Championships were full of interesting results: KMSS
Wroctaw defeated Garbarnia Brzeg 5—4 (three points for Garbarnia scored by
Taran); the umpire at that match was Karger'”’. ZRKS Gwiazda (Ormian,
Stachel, Stub, Segal) defeated Garbarnia 9-0; Spotem (Arbach, Kugler and
Kepa) beat ZRKS Gwardia 6-3.

Krakow lost to Wroctaw 3-6 in an inter-city match (the Lower Silesian team
included: Ciupryk, Kugler, Arbach from Spofem and Ormian from Gwiazda).
Pionts in that match were scored by: Arbach (3 pts), Kugler (2 pts) and Ciupryk
(1pt); for the Krakow team: Kowal (2 pts), Mamczarczyk (1 pt). The umpires
were Kepa (Wroctaw) and Michalski (Krakow)'”". The following day, a rematch
was held and Cracovia (Kowal — 3 pts, Mamczarczyk and Dobosz — 1 pt each)
defeated Spotem Wroctaw 5—4 (Kugler — 2pts, Arbach — 2 pts).

The Spotem Sports Club won the Wroctaw Championships (Kugler,
Arbach, Kepa), while the vice-championship went to ZRKS Gwiazda'"*.

The ping-pong section of Gwiazda Wroctaw had a good junior team. Their
abilities were confirmed by the results: victory over KMMS Wroctaw 8—1 and
Gwiazda Legnica (Popidt, Bien) 7-2.

In 1949, eight teams competed for the Team Championship of Lower
Silesia, including six sub-district champions and the Champion and the Vice-
Champion of Wroctaw (Spofem and Gwiazda, respectively). The sub-district of
Klodzko was represented by KS Nysa, Dzierzoniéw — by ZKS Wolnos¢ Bielawa,
Legnica — by ZRKS Gwiazda, Walbrzych — by ZKS Watbrzych, Zary — by Odra
Nowa S6l and Jelenia Géra by the local YMCA, who in the finals defeated
OMTUR Jelenia Gora 6-4. The 1948 Lower Silesia Champion was Spotem

168 “pionier” no. 12, 1947.

169 «“przeglad Sportowy” no. 97, 1947.
170 «Stowo Polskie” no. 3, 1948.

171 «Stowo Polskie” no. 9, 1948.

172 «Stowo Polskie” no. 6, 1948.
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Wroctaw (Kugler, Arbach, Kepa), with ZKS Watbrzych in the second place
(Stefan Schueltzer, Jozef Wimmer, Haskel Gitter, Emil Wenda, Pinio Kefler),
ZKS Wolnosé¢ Bielawa in the third (Koenigsberg) and Gwiazda Wroctaw in the
fourth'””. Twenty-two players fought for the singles championship. The first
three places were taken by the players of KS Spotem: Ciupryk, Kugler, Arbach;
Stachel (Gwardia) was fourth, Bien (Gwiazda Legnica) - fifth, Ormian
(Gwiazda) — sixth, Keningsberg (ZKS Bielawa) — seventh, Kitrys (Nysa
Ktodzko) — eighth, Beckerman (ZKS Swidnica) — ninth and Dudek (Gdrnik
Watbrzych) — tenth'™.

The most significant success in post-war Poland achieved by a Jewish
sportsman from Lower Silesia was winning a gold medal in Polish
Championships. In Radom, Nina Glazner (ZRKS Gwiazda) defeated Maria
Kostkéwna (Lechia Mpystowice) in the finals and won the 1948 Polish
Championships. Twenty participants took part in that competition'”.

ZRKS Gwiazda, a successful club in Lower Silesia, organized junior
competition (for under 18 year-olds) whose motto was “We are looking for
talents”. The tournament was held in Wroctaw, in ul. Pomorska 11/13, and the
main prize was funded by the then president of ZRKS Gwiazda, Mr. Bursztyn'’®.

On the initiative of the management of the District Table Tennis
Association of Lower Silesia, its vice-president, S. Karger, called a meeting in
the office of ZRKS Gwiazda. The aim of the meeting was to complete the
management board. The organizational meeting gathered representatives of
twelve sports clubs registered at the DTTA of Lower Silesia (Pafawag, CPN,
IKS, Gwiazda, Elektrownia, ZKS, Gastronomia, YMCA, Odra, Academy of Fine
Arts, PPD, Fabryka Obrabiarek). Consequently, a decision to choose new
authorities was reached. S. Karger was elected the president, engineer
Wortmann - vice-president, Kus$mierski was chosen the secretary, sports
captain was T. Ciupryk, host — Sadowski, Head of the Department of Games
and Discipline — Kukawka, Head of the Department of Umpires — Issel and
Butacik — member of the management board'”’. The head office of the DTTA of

'3 “Stowo Polskie” no. 19, 1948.

174 «“Stowo Polskie” no. 54, 1948; K. Niemierka, 60 lat sportu watbrzyskiego,
Watbrzych 2006, p. 93

175 «“Stowo Polskie” no. 60, 1948. cf. W. Pigta, Tenis stotowy na Gornym Slqsku
w latach 1929-2004, Czg¢stochowa 2005, p. 157. W. Pigta’s private archive, Final
lists of the IMP winners. Nina Glazner took part only in the 1948 IMP due to the
fact that in December 1948 she gave birth to her daughter. During her decorating,
someone shouted “Long live the Regained Territiories, long live the sports of Lower
Silesia!”.

76 «“Stowo Polskie” no. 309, 1948.

77 “Stowo Polskie” no. 328, 1948.
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Lower Silesia was located on the premises of ZRKS Gwiazda, in ul. Pomorska
11/13. Upon registration with the DTTA, sports clubs were charged
a compulsory annual fee of 1,000 zlotys.

During the opening of the new sports season, the management made an
appeal to the sportsmen of Lower Silesia: “[...] let’s open table tennis sections
in every factory or school club”. This initiative gained the support of major
Skrocki, the president of the Regional Department of Physical Education in
Wroclaw, who was present at the tournament. The competition gathered sixty-
four players. Arbach from KS Samorzqdowiec Wroctaw triumphed over
Ciupryk (CPN Wroclaw) who was second and Ormian (Gwiazda Wroclaw) in
the third place.

ZRKS Gwiazda Wroclaw put particular emphasis on young players’
training. It was then, when junior talents appeared: Weisman, Brocki and
Rosenberg.

In 1949, the Wroclaw Championships tournament was played in three
groups. The first group included Nurt, Metalowiec, CPN (Ciupryk, Kgpa,
Szymanski), Gastronomia and WUZ. The second group comprised: Gwiazda
(Ormian, Stachel, Francos), Wodomierze, PPB Budowlani, Burza and
Zakrzewianka. The third group was composed of: Pafawag, YMCA,
Samorzqdowiec, ZKS (Kukawka, Fajngold, Wenda) and Drukarz. The finals
ended in ZRKS Gwiazda winning the Championship title, with ZKS Wroclaw in
the second place and CPN Wroctaw in the third. The rankings of the Lower
Silesian Championships were identical, the same sports clubs from Wrocltaw
dominated the tournament, while the fourth place was taken by ZKS Bielawa'"™.

The club with the best organization, ZRKS Gwiazda, took part in the Polish
Team Championships. They won the group phase of the qualifiers and finished
the competition in the fourth place. The 1949 Polish Team Champion was
Ogniwo Krakow'”.

Antoni Arbach triumphed in the 1949 Wroclaw Singles Championships.
The silver went to Tadeusz Ciupryk and the bronze to Stachel. The players from
Jewish sports clubs: Fajngold, Ormian, Wenda, Kukawka, Gotman, were
classified in the remaining positions.

Table tennis enjoyed much popularity among the Jewish communities. It
was practised in Wroctaw, Bielawa, Zagorze, Swidnica, Klodzko, Zary,
Walbrzych, Jelenia Géra, Chojnéw, Legnica, Jawér, Dzierzoniéw, Pietrolesie,
Bialy Kamief or Zigbice. The interests and the abilities of the Jews were
confirmed by the gold medals and numerous prizes they won.

78 W. Pigta’s private archive.
7R, Kulczycki, Tenis stotowy w Polsce, Gorzéw Wlkp. 1998, p. 173.
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At the end of 1949, a resolution was passed which abolished all the Jewish
sports clubs. All the sports achievements, the equipment and, most of all, the
players (among others, those from ZRKS Gwiazda), were transferred to Ogniwo
Wroclaw'™.

Between 1946 and 1949, the Wroclaw district was an important table tennis
centre of Poland. However, the Jewish sportsmen had been leaving Poland
already. The major increase in emigration occurred twice: between 1948 and
1949 and between 1956 and 1957. Some of those players did continue their
careers in Israel.

180 «S1owo Polskie” no. 357, 1949. The decision about the club closing down was taken
at the yearly meeting of the “Gwiazda” Jewish Workers” Sports Club in Wroctaw.
The most distinguished players: Bien, Stachel, Ormian, received prizes (silver
cigarette cases). Also, the equipment was transferred to the friend club — SC Ogniwo
Wroclaw. The players moved to the newly founded Spéjnia. On Jan 1%, 1950,
Stachel and Ormian took part in the “Aces’ Tournament” for the prize of the Lower
Silesian District Table Tennis Association.

95






Chapter 6

BIOGRAPHICAL ENTRIES OF THE LEADING JEWISH
TABLE TENNIS PLAYERS AND MEMBERS OF TABLE
TENNIS ASSOCIATIONS

The profiles of the leading Polish table tennis players are presented in
alphabetical order. My selection of the sportsmen was determined by the results
they achieved in their careers. Bearing in mind their conduct throughout their
many-years-long careers, the players presented below undoubtedly deserve the
distinction. Their lives were different but they were united by the passion for
the game, their youthful enthusiasm, the many-hours-long training sessions and
the Polish roots. For all of them considered themselves to be Polish. They also
played for two representations. The best time of their lives and their careers was
interrupted by the outbreak of WW II. They served at the eastern and western
fronts. They survived the horrors of war and the hardships of wandering thanks
to good fortune and good physical condition, gained while practicing sports.
They wanted to meet again in the free Poland and win a gold World
Championships medal for their country.

6.1. Richard Bergman

Richard Bergman was born on April 10", 1918 in Vienna (although, some
sources indicate Kalisz as his birthplace)'. His mother was Italian and his father
Polish, from the Kalisz district. Richard had six siblings. His father died when
he was twelve. He had his first contact with the racket and a ball at the age of
thirteen (in 1931). It was back then when he first visited master Fluszmann’s
table tennis parlour. He had to pay twenty-five schillings for the table rental®.

At the peak of his career, he was 169 cm tall and weighed 67 kg. He
subordinated his whole life to table tennis. In the beginning he would spend five
hours a day training, later he added another hour in order to improve his
forehand stroke. He played for Austrian sports clubs of: Hakoah, Vindoboy Fair
Unitas, Postsport. In 1938 he renounced the Austrian citizenship (Anschluss).
He considered himself to be a professional and would often come into conflict
with the federations. During the 1939 World Championships in Egypt, he

! Oral account of J. Kusinski (former record holder for the number of medals won in the
IMP), who claimed that R. Bn was born in Kalisz, which he confirmed in many
conversations held during the World Cup tournaments.

2 “Chwila” no. 753, 1937. After the first training session, on seeing Bergman’s talent,
Fluszmann decided that he would not have to pay. Fluszmann ran a dozen or so such
table tennis parlours.
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represented Poland. In 1940 he applied for Polish citizenship®. He lived in the
U.S. during the war and returned to Europe in 1944.

According to many monographs, in 1944 he landed in Normandy with the
Allies with a racket and a ball in his backpack and he never parted with them.

Between 1934 and 1969 he played table tennis with changing luck. While
being an active player, he promoted table tennis on all the continents. He
established schools and maintained them with his own means. He participated
in many show games (with even twenty thousand spectators present) held
before basketball matches of the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played many
show games in Poland.

In 1969, Bergman was diagnosed with brain tumour. He died on April 5",
1970 in England and was buried in New York (where his sister lived)4.

Richard Bergman did not have his own family or home. He was a loner. All
he needed was a sports hall with a tennis table, a racket and a ball. He treated
sport as a form of art. His style was marked by a perfect leg work and
concentration. He was nicknamed Mr Sportsman, Diamond Defender, Richard
of the Lion’s Heart, Lizard of the white ball; Ricky — for friends. One of
Bergman’s well-known sayings was: “If you don’t know how to return the ball,
simply return it.” He was always dressed elegantly, never smoked (although, as
befitted a sportsman, he always had a cigarette case on him) or drank alcohol.
He could speak seven languages fluently, including, of course, Polish. He also
manufactured table tennis rackets.

Sports career

Richard Bergman took part in thirteen world championships. He was World
Champion in Singles play four times (1937, 1939, 1948, 1950), Team
Champion twice (1936 in Austrian team, 1953 in English team), doubles
champion (with V. Barna)’. Altogether, he won twenty-two championships
medals, six of them were silver and nine bronze. It should be added here that he
could not defend his world champion title in 1951due to being suspended by the
English federation for prolonging his stay in South Africa. He went to Bombay
at his own expense and won a silver medal with his team. Bergman was cheered
on by a thousand of supporters during his match against Tsui Cheung Ling at
the 1956 World Championships in Tokyo®. After the 1957 tournament in

3 New Record Office [Archiwum Akt Nowych], files of Dr. Ignacy Szwarzbart, 9th
letter of A. Ehrlich to I. Szwarzbart (spring 1940). Cf. B. Grive, Pingis, Stockholm
1967, p. 137.

* J. Siegman, Jewish Sports Legends, Virginia 2005, p.169; Z. Uzorinac, ITTF Table
Tennis Legends, Zagreb 2001.

5 Alla Tiders Statistik, Stockholm 1998, pp- 1-4.

® 7. Uzorinac, ITTF Table Tennis Legends, Zagreb 2001, p. 90. In 1956, during the
qualifiers for the quarterfinals, he was losing by 2-0 and he could not find the way to
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Sweden, at the age of thirty-nine, he gave up competing at the world
championships level.

He won the International Championships in Austria (1935, 1936, 1949),
England (1939, 1940, 1948, 1950, 1952, 1953, 1954), France (1946, 1949, 1950,
1952), Spain (1948), Yugoslavia (1952), Scotland (1948), Wales (1949), as well
as those of Portugal, India, Chile, Thailand, the Philippines, Trinidad, Ireland.

His achievements and conduct gained him an appreciation by the ITTF
authorities, who named after him a fair play prize, awarded during the world
singles championships. He has also been included in the group of the Jewish
Sports Legends.

6.2. Alojzy Ehrlich

Alojzy Ehrlich was born on January 1*, 1914 in Komancza’. His father,
a professor at the Jan Kazimierz University in Lvov, was of Jewish descent; his
mother was Catholic. Ehrlich was born an Austrian citizen. When he was four
years old, Poland regained independence and he was granted Polish citizenship.
At the age of fifteen, he started training at Jutrzenka Lvov, then he continued at
Hasmonea Lvov. He also played football, handball, tennis and ice hockey.
While at gymnasium, he took part in the school competitions, using the
pseudonym “Alex Dogilewski”. After passing his A-levels in 1933, he went to
study in France (Lille). After one year, he dropped out of the university and
devoted himself solely to table tennis®. He was connected with France his whole
life. He could speak six or seven languages’.

In the interwar years, he would organize tournaments in many Polish and
European cities (Warsaw, Krélewska Huta, £.6dZz, Krakow, Lvov), with the
participation of ping-pong celebrities'®. The money he earned would always be
allocated/donated for saving Jews in Poland. In 1938, he represented Poland at
the ITTF Congress in London. He was friends with the Egyptian king Faruk,
who sponsored his stay in Egypt and his participation in the 1939 World
Championships.

During the war years, Ehrlich fought against the Germans in France. After
the war, he would visit Poland quite often, mainly for the training camps. The
last time he took part in the Polish Singles Championships was in 1949 in
Lublin, where he played in Garbarnia Krakow colours. Then he changed his

change the result. However, during the 3™ set, he exchanged over 250 passes in 25
minutes and eventually won by 3-2.

7 B. Latuszkiewicz, Alfabet tenisa stotowego, Warszawa 1997, p. 32.

8 7. Uzorinac, ITTF Table Tennis Legends, Zagreb 2001, pp. 91-92.

° B. Latuszkiewicz, Alfabet tenisa stofowego, Warszawa 1997, pp. 32-33.

19 “Folks-Sztyme” of Aug 23rd, 1986.

99



citizenship from Polish to French. In the finals of the competition, he was
disqualified for his dubious Polish citizenship.

Ehrlich was a frequent guest at Jézef Prutkowski’s house in Warsaw
(Prutkowski was a well-known satirist). He played in the professional team of
acrobatic ping-pong players, organized by R. Bergman.

He married a German in 1960, however, they divorced after only three
years''. During the summer months, he would organize tournaments and show
matches in Southern France (Saint Tropez) with the participation of many world
championships medallists, as well as seminars for coaches. Those events were
some attraction for the holiday-makers. Ehrlich worked as a coach in seventeen
different countries'>. He also tried his luck at manufacturing table tennis
equipment.

Ehrlich was a tall defender with a wide spread of arms. He often said that it
wasn’t the style, but the victory what mattered. His greatest passion was table
tennis. He devoted his whole life to ping-pong. Lively, talkative, with a great
sense of humour and a sonorous voice. A loner. He was a record holder for
returning the ball about nine thousand time in a hundred and twelve minutes
(match against Paneth, from Romania; result 0-0)". He played matches on all
the continents. He was a correspondent for Przeglad sportowy. He died in Paris,
on December 7™, 1992.

Sports career

A two-time Polish Champion from 1933. He took part in fourteen world
championships, six times as a member of the French team (1952, 1954, 1955,
1957, 1959, 1963). Together with the Polish national team, he won two bronze
medals (1935, 1936). He was a three-time world singles vice-champion (1936,
1937, 1939) and also won the bronze in doubles (Cairo)”.

In al1935 Przeglad sportowy poll to choose the best Polish sportsmen he
was ranked eighth'”. He took part in the Europe vs. Hungary match played
between October 25" and 27" 1935'°. He won the International Championships
in France (1938), Ireland (1950), England (1936, 1951), Holland (1951, 1956),

" Oral account of Danuta Calinska, multi-medallist of Polish Championships. Together
with her husband Zbigniew and their daughter Katarzyna, she was a regular guest at
Ehrlich’s leisure centre in Saint Tropez in the 1970s.

2w, Pigta, Tenis stotowy na Gornym S'lqsku w latach 1929-2004, Czgstochowa 2005,
p. 16.

13 7. Uzorinac, ITTF Table Tennis Legends, Zagreb 2001, p. 61; W. Pieta’s private
archive. Cf. “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 24, 1936.

' W. Pigta’s archive. Cf. ITTF Museum in Lausanne (Switzerland).

'3 “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 19, 1936. (he received 8608 votes). The boxer Szapsel
Rotholc was classified in the 10" position. In 1937, Ehrlich was 11" and in 1938 — 15%.

bR, Kulcezycki, Tenis stotowy w Polsce 1919—-1989, Gorzéw Wlkp. 1998, p. 59.

100



Switzerland (1951), Germany (1955 — mixed doubles)'”. What is more, he won
many international competitions: in Gdansk (1934), Paris (1936, 1937)"%. He
triumphed in the 1933 Maccabiah Games in Prague. As a Polish representative,
he played forty-six meetings and won eighty games (between 1933 and 1939).
He was a natural-born vice-champion, an ambassador of Polish table tennis
during the interwar years, as well as for some time after the war. In the ranking
carried out by the Polish Table Tennis Association on the occasion of its
seventy-fifth anniversary, he was classified second, after A. Grubba'’.

6.3. Emylles Schiff

His real name was Gustaw Fluk (nicknamed “Milek” or “Gutek” by his
friends from gymnasium). He was born in 1919 in Tarnéw, where he also went
to the Second Jewish Gymnasium®. He was twelve years old when he started
training at the biggest Jewish sports club, Samson Tarnéw. At first, it was
nothing more than a pleasant form of entertainment for Gutek.

The first sports club in Tarnéw to open a table tennis section was SKS
Tarnovia (in 1928)*'. Their example was followed by Samson, Jutrzenka and
ZMS and Gwiazda. Young Fluk practised a few disciplines at first but then
decided to take up table tennis for the winter and tennis for the summer months.
He was a short man and didn’t weigh much. Incredibly swift, used a distinctive
grip, preferred attacking and playing a forehand®’. He won many points by
serving with a spinner. He had good spar partners: Klein, Gelbwachs, Seiden,
Gross, Hollander. Back in those days, anybody’s sports success was only owing
to their own hard work. The majority of the sportsmen were self-trained due to
the lack of trainers. Schiff devoted his youth solely to table tennis.

7M. Schafer, Ein Spiel furs Leben, Frankfurt am Main 2000, p. 137.

" W. Pigta’s private archive. Cf. J. Rokicki, Zydowskie organizacje sportowe
i turystyczne w Polsce w pierwszej potowie XX w. (a typescript of a doctoral
dissertation). Cf. Rocznik sportowy 1934, p. 222.

" In the poll to choose the top 10 Polish table tennis players the respondents had to
choose from among former National Team players or coaches from the period
between 1996-2007. 1. Andrzej Grubba 2. Alojzy Ehrlich 3. Leszek Kucharski
4. Lucjan Btaszczyk 5. Emylles Schiff 6. Stefan Dryszel 7. Tomasz Krzeszewski
8. Shimcha Finkelstein 9. Piotr Skierski 10. Janusz Kusinski.

*0'S. Potepa, Co zostato 7 tarnowskiego sportu, Tarnéw 1994, pp. 28-29. cf. “Samson”
i sport zydowski w Tarnowie [in:] Wielki Przewodnik, Vol. VII, Tarnéw 2000.

' A. Biedron, R. Lis, Tarnovia Pany, Tarnéw 1992, pp. 35-36. The precursor of this
sports discipline in Tarnéw was Stanistaw Jachimek.

22 Oral account of F. Dobosz, dated Mar 9th, 2007. In 1938, he lost to Schiff during the
Krakow Championships. ,,Gtos Ziemi Tarnowskiej” of Feb 16th, 1936.
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In September 1939, he fled to Palestine™. After WW II had finished, in
1946, he was seen at the Officers' Casino of the "Wawel" Sports Club in
Krakow, accompanied by Redner (who played in Hagibor Krakow before the
outbreak of the war) and Drengier, as well as in Tarndw. After attending several
training sessions at the Wawel S.C., he went back to Palestine®. As an officer
of the Israeli army, he fought and died in the israeli-palestinian war of 1948 in
the Negev desert”. In the 1950's, competitions were held, as a tribute to his
person. On May 9th, 1958 F. Borys was awarded E. Schiff Cup for winning the
tournament™.

Sports career

Emylles Schiff (in Israel, his name was spelled Samuel Schieff) was a five-
time Polish Singles Champion (1934, 1935, 1936, 1938, 1939); he won the
Polish Team Champion title five times with Samson Tarnéw (1934, 1936, 1937,
1938, 1939). He took part in the 1936, 1937, 1938 and 1947 World
Champioships (as Israeli representative, alongside S. Finkelstein and 1. Rojzen).
Prague 1936 brought Schiff's greatest success; there was a bronze medal for
himself and the team, and quarterfinals in singles (where he lost to the later
champion, Kolar from Chechoslovakia)*’. Schiff was the champion of Krakow,
Tarnéw and Rzeszéw, as well as a tennis champion of the Polish Makkabi
Association. As a Polish representative, he participated in twenty-five meetings
and achieved thirty-four victories.

6.4. Shimcha Finkelstein

Shimcha Finkelstein was born in 1917 in Warsaw. He started training at
Makkabi Warsaw. He was a rather defensive player. Finkelstein worked hard to
achieve perfection in technical forehand strokes. He was the best player in the
pre-war Warsaw. When young, he read a lot and showed interest in history and
politics®™. He displayed a talent for training. Finkelstein retired from sport at the
age of fifty. In May 1937, he left Poland and emigrated to Palestine, via
Romania. In the meantime, he changed his citizenship from Polish to
Palestinian. He settled down in Yafo, where he ran a lapidary workshop (cutting

2 J. Rokicki, Zydowskie organizacje sportowe i turystyczne w Polsce w pierwszej
potowie XX w. (typescript of doctoral dissertation). E. Schiff managed to make his
way to the East and get to Palestine through Egypt. In Italy, he was a soldier of the
Jewish Brigade.

** Oral account of F. Dobosz

» “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 98, 1948.

26 «“Chadaszot” of May 14th, 1958.

*7 “Przeglad Sportowy” no. 26, 1936.

28 Oral account of J. Gayer, dated July 17th, 2006.
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diamonds). Finkelstein was married with three children (who also practised
table tennis). He died at the age of seventy.

Sports career

Finkelstein trained at Makkabi Warsaw. He won the Warsaw Singles
Championships (1933) at the age of sixteen. A year later, he decided to change
his club colours and became a member of Hasmonea Warsaw, with which he
was associated until he emigrated from Poland. He won four medals at the
Polish Singles Championships (1934, 1935, 1936, 1937 — gold). While at
Hasmonea, Finkelstein won the Polish Championships of 1935, as well as
winning silver twice, in 1936 and 1937. He took part in the World
Championships seven times (in 1936 and 1937 as a member of the Polish team;
in 1938, 1939, 1947, 1951, 1954 as an Israeli representative)zg. He represented
Poland in seventeen meetings and achieved twenty-one victories™ . Finkelstein's
greatest success were the 1936 World Championships in Prague where he won
the bronze together with the colleagues from the Polish national team. He was
amany-time Israeli and Palestinian champion. At the 1950 3rd Maccabiah
Games, he won in doubles, pairing with Elisabeth Leipnik. While in Israel, he
represented the club colours of Hapoel Yafa, as a member of which he won
many world team championships. Finkelstein was a four-time Israeli champion
in singles play’'.

6.5. Bernard (Bernie) Pukiet

Bernard Pukiet was born in 1919 in Sosnowiec. His father died when he
was only four weeks old, so his mother raised all three children on her own
(Bernard had a brother and a sister)32. When still a child, Bernard was fascinated
with football. His first contact with table tennis was while in gymnasium. Soon,
the game preoccupied him so much that he would play ping-pong all day, every
day, either at home, using the kitchen table and a towel, which served as the net,
or at the after-school club. He would train at the Makkabi Sosnowiec sports hall
until late at night, usually accompanied by his peer, Sigmund Nowarski. He fell
behind in school. As a fifteen-year-old, he would meet with strong opposition
from his mother. However, when, after another tournament, he would come
home with yet another watch, coffee set, travel bag or whatever the prize was

* ITTF Museum in Lausanne. Cf. R. Gawkowski, Sport na Woli w latach 1918-1939,
[in:] “Zeszyty wolskie” no. 7, Warszawa 2005. Cf. J. Rokicki, Zydowskie
organizacje sportowe i turystyczne w Polsce w pierwszej potowie XX w.

*O'W. Pieta’s private archive.

*'F. Borys’ private archive.

2T, Bogan, History of USA. Table Tennis 2000.
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that day, his mother with his brother and sister became his most faithful
supporters. Between 1938 and 1939, he played for the Makkabi Chorzéw™.

During the war, Pukiet would hide in the basements in Sosnowiec. He was
caught by Gestapo, however, and transported to the Auschwitz concentration
camp. Pukiet managed to escape from the transport and, after a long wander, he
went east and got to Smolensk. After a short period spent in the city, he was
caught by the Soviets and exiled deep into the USSR, where he worked at
clearing the forests™. He managed to survive this particularly hard period of his
life thanks to, among other things, the strong will and competitiveness acquired
when practising sports and he made it back to Sosnowiec, only to learn that his
mother was dead, his brother never came back from the war and that his sister,
together with her child, were killed in one of the German concentration camps.
Makkabi didn't exist either.

At the 1946 Polish Championships, he played in the WKS Lublinianka
Lublin colours. Between 1947 and 1951, he lived in Western Germany and
while there, he would play in German sports clubs. In 1052, he moved to the
U.S. and settled down in Chicago, where he continued his sports career (at first,
he had to pay for the training sessions). In 1957, he played in Bergman's table
tennis show. Pukiet participated in the historic table tennis matches between the
U.S. and Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan (in 1967).

He spent the final eighteen years of his life in California. At the age of
seventy, he still participated in the U.S. Veteran's Championships. He received
another invitation to Israel in 1990. In the evening of his life, he lost one eye
and underwent a heart operation. He died of cancer and was buried in 1991.

Sports career

Pukiet trained at Makkabi Sosnowiec and was a defensive player. He put
a fantastic spin on the service ball. He was the 1936 and the 1938 Silesian
champion™. At the age of fifteen, he was classified fourth at the Polish Singles
Championships. In 1938, aged nineteen, he won the silver the Polish Singles
Championships, held in Czgstochowa (he lost to E. Schiff in the finals)*®. Pukiet
was the Polish Makkabi Association champion of 1938. Together with his
colleagues from Makkabi Chorzéw, he won the silver at the 1939 Polish Team
Championships in Lvov. While a member of the Polish team, he played one
match, against Latvia (in 1939) and scored one point’’. He made his World

3 W. Picta, Tenis stotowy na Gérnym Slasku w latach 1929-2004, Czgstochowa 2005,
p- 27.

**T. Bogan, History of USA. Table Tennis 2000.

¥ W. Pigta, Tenis stotowy na Gérnym Slgsku w latach 1929-2004, Czgstochowa 2005.

%6 “przeglad Sportowy” no. 15 & 16, 1938. cf. “Gazeta Polska” no. 65, 1934.

37 «“Raz Dwa Trzy” no. 11, 1937. The Polish National team included: Schiff, Pukiet,
Pidrowicz.
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Championships debut in London, in 1954, at the age of thirty-five. As a member
of the American national team, he took part in eight World Championships
(1954, 1955, 1956, 1957, 1959, 1963, 1965, 1973)*®. Pukiet won twelve medals
in the U.S. Championships, including three gold ones in Singles (1957, 1963,
1966). He achieved much in the field of table tennis at international
tournaments (always climbing the podium) in Canada, England, Germany®’,
India, Hong Kong and Japan.

6.6. Jewish members of the Polish table tennis associations

The achievements of the Polish national team contributed greatly to the
popularisation of table tennis in Poland. The activities of the PTTA’s
management would not always have the desired effect, as there was a constant
need for money. The association had its main office in L.6dz, which made it
more difficult to get contact with the Federation of the Polish Sports
Associations (ZSPS), as well as the National Physical Education and Military
Preparation Office (PUWFiPW) and the Association of the Workers’ Sports
Club of the Republic of Poland (ZRSS RP)®. The association’s statute was
another source of difficulties with collaboration with the training centres
(districts). Article 21 point g provided that: “not more than three members of
the management at a time may stay outside the location of the association’s
main office. One member of the management must stay outside the location of
the main office. The district which represents a champion will be granted
a seat”*!. The justification of this provision lies in the fact that the management
would have to attend monthly meetings, which in turn caused transportation
problems for the members from different cities (expenses, long, tiring journey,
taking days off work). Between 1931 and 1939, 80% of the candidates for the
management of the PTTA chosen at the General Meetings were of Jewish
descent”. A similar percentage would be true for the district associations’

* T. Bogan, History of USA. Table Tennis 2000.

% M. Schafer, Ein Spiel furs Leben, Frankfurt am Main 2000, pp. 137—138.

07, Gaj, B. Woltmann, Zarys historii sportu w Polsce 1867—1997, Gorzéw Wlkp. 1999,
pp. 64-75.

41 State Archive in Lodz, files of the regional authorities of the city of L.6dZ [Lodzkie
Starostwo Grodzkie]. Polski Zwiazek Tenisa Stotowego, ref. No. 3076. The PTTA
statute filed at the office of Ludwik Kahl, Notary-Public on Mar 7th, 1932 and the
official letter addressed to Eddzkie Starostwo Grodzkie, dated Mar 9th, 1932. The
seat for the member of the management remaining outside the location of the head
office was given to the association’s captain, H. Apsel from Krakow(6 times),
L. Koliweszko from Warsaw, C. Orszulak from £6dz and L. Przybylski from Lvov
(once).

2R, Kulcezycki, Tenis stotowy w Polsce 1919—-1989, Gorzéw Wlkp. 1998, p. 34.
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members in Krakow, Lvov, L.6dz, Silesia, Warsaw, Zagl¢bie Dabrowskie. Two
members of distinction were:

Stanistaw Jacobson, born on August 15" 1906 in E6dz: lawyer by
education. Between 1931 and 1939, he was a member of the PTTA management
board. He organized the structures of the association and was a member of the
team which drew up the association’s statute. At first, he would run a secretariat
in his private flat in £.6dz, in ul. Potudniowa 42. He was a vice-president for
organizational matters for many years. In 1936 and 1937, he was a member of the
ITTF Executive Committee. There is no mention of his fate after 1939*.

Maksymilian Hornung, born in 1901 in Krakow, son of Norbert,
a commercial agent. He lived in ul. J. Dietla 29. He got a PhD in Law from the
Jagiellonian University Law School. He enjoyed great authority in the Polish
table tennis environment. Between 1928 and 1934, he was the President of the
Krakow District Table Tennis Association. On December 1933, Hornung was
representing PTTA at the National Convention of the Federation of the Polish
Sports Associations (PZSS). In 1936, he was awarded an honorary membership
of the PZTS. In the 1920s, Hornung was a member of the management board of
ZKS Hakoah, and then Makkabi Krakow. He was one of the founders of the
Krakow Ping-pong Association (its structures and the statute). He put forward
a proposal of establishing the Polish Table Tennis Association in Warsaw (in
1930). A heavy smoker. He died tragically in 1946, hit by a car*".

There are, of course, many more people who played major roles in the
development of table tennis in Poland. The fans of the discipline were present in
the structures of the district sports associations, as well as in sports clubs.
A very responsible organizational work rested on their shoulders.

# 1bid., p. 34; J. Gaj, B. Woltmann, Zarys historii sportu w Polsce 1867-1997, Gorzéw
Wikp. 1999, p. 104. W. Pigta’s private archive.

30 lat Krakowskiego Okregowego Zwigzku Tenisa Stotowego, Krakéw 1957,
W. Pigta’s private archive; “Nasz Przeglad” no. 59, 1938; M. Kulczykowski, Zydzi -
studenci Uniwersytetu Jagiellonskiego w Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej (1919-1939),
Krakéw 2004, p. 576.
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CONCLUSION

Table tennis developed in Poland at the end of the 1920s. It soon became
the favourite discipline among the Jewish communities. At first, ping-pong
sections emerged spontaneously. They contributed greatly to the establishment
of the district associations (1928-1931), as well as the setting up, after three
attempts, of the Polish Table Tennis Association.

The conditions of the development of table tennis in the interwar period
were considerably more difficult in comparison with other disciplines. There
were not enough sports halls or equipment (mainly tables and balls). The
organization of table tennis tournaments or district competitions was chiefly an
effect of the involvement of the Jewish officials.

Despite many difficulties, the number of the ping-pong sections was on the
increase. In 1933, ninety-four sections with one thousand nine hundred
members were registered. In 1937, there were already one hundred and fifty-
seven sections with four thousand seven hundred players'. The major part of the
contestants were self-taught as the educational system of the training staff was
highly unsatisfactory. Often, the trainers’ duties were fulfilled by competitors
themselves, and in particular the international table-tennis celebrities who were
brought to Poland for show matches.

The sports achievements of Alojzy Ehrlich in the international arena (five
medals, including three silver ones) had and influence on the establishment of
new ping-pong sections across the country. It gave the youth a better
opportunity to join sports clubs, as well as helping the integration of the Jewish
people. Table tennis gave a chance for a sports competition while being
a parlour game.

The Jewish table tennis players won all the gold medals in the Polish
singles and team championships organized between 1932 and 1939 (all pre-war
championships). The Polish national team included twelve players, nine out of
which played in Jewish clubs (world championships, international matches).
Non-Jewish sportsmen took part in four out of eighteen official matches. Jewish
players won two bronze medals in the world team championships (A. Ehrlich,
Loewenhertz, S. Pohoryles, S. Finkelstein, E. Schiff).

The strongest centres of the discipline in question were: Lvov, Tarnéw,
Warsaw and L6dz. The Jewish communities of those cities created the best
training conditions for their sportsmen. At the end of the 1930s, there was a real

' Rocznik Statystyczny 1937/1938, Warszawa 1938.
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chance for creating a dream team (A. Ehrlich, R. Bergman, E. Schiff, B. Pukiet)
and winning a gold medal in the world championships.

All the great table tennis players were friendly people, immensely
preoccupied with the game.

The tragedy which was the Holocaust completely destroyed many fields of
social, cultural and sports activities of the Polish Jews. It also broke the strain of
success of the Jewish table tennis. With their achievements, the Jewish
sportsmen, as citizens of Poland Reborn, would spread the name of the Second
Republic of Poland. Many of the leading table tennis players did come back to
their homeland after the WW II, only to learn that the old circles were no longer
there. They were not welcome, as they were still a strong competition. In 1949,
the last Jewish sports clubs were closed down and their sports equipment was
handed over to the Polish clubs.

In the light of the above reflection, it should be stated that table tennis is the
only discipline of Polish sports in which a major role was played by the Jewish
minority. This subject matter was not raised for a long time. The history of table
tennis cannot be presented comprehensively without the reconstruction of the
real picture, that is without mentioning the considerable achievements of the
Jewish players in the fields of organization and sports.

The progress and development of the Jewish sports were held back by the
application of the Aryan Paragraph, numerus clausus, numerus nullus. They
mainly concerned places at the training courses, sports camps or obtaining
subventions for development.

Also, the financial resources were insufficient. He Jewish sportsmen would
often encounter signs of anti-Semitism. They were laughed at, insulted, they
experienced many injustices on the part of the umpires and referees, chauvinism
was spreading and the Jewish sports clubs and sportsmen were eliminated from
the district and national structures.

There was also an unhealthy competition among the Jewish sports clubs.
Table tennis was the sports discipline which defended itself from any
signs of anti-Semitism.

The interest in the Jewish past and the diversity of activities, including the
field of sports, and the urge to explore it was increasing among the young
generation.
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ICONOGRAPHIC ANNEXES

Fot. 1. 1930 World Cup in Berlin. In the picture, the many-time World Champions
(from left): A. Sipos, Z. MednyanszKky (non-Jewish player), M. Szabados, V. Barna
(Source: New Record Office)

Fot. 2. 1932 World Cup in Prague. Qualifiers: Flussman (Austria) vs. Benthin
(Germany)
(Source: New Record Office)
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Fot. 3. 1935 World Cup in London. In the picture, the bronze medallists:
W. Loewenhertz, H. Pohoryles, A. Ehrlich
(Source: New Record Office)

Fot. 4. 1936 World Cup in Prague. Poland vs. France. From left: Lipszyc (the Polish
team manager), Finkelstein, Ajzenberg (sports captain), Ehrlich, Jezierski, Schiff, the
French team (Source: New Record Office)
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Fot. 5. The National Teams of Poland and Egypt (Baden 1937).
From right: 1% S. Finkelstein, 3"": E. Schiff, 7": A. Ehrlich
(Source: New Record Office)

Fot. 6. Poland vs. Latvia, 1939. Top left: B. Pukiet, Piérowicz (non-Jewish player),
E. Schiff. Bottom left: Osius, Stamm, Jaffa
(Source: New Record Office)
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Fot. 7. Hasmonea Lvov — the 1933 Polish Champion
(Source: New Record Office)

Fot. 8. The 1933 Polish Championships in Singles and Team play (Lvov),
the teams of Wista Krakow and Hasmonea Lvov
(Source: New Record Office)
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Fot. 10. 1934 Polish Team Championships in Krakow.
In the picture: ZKS Hakoah Krakow
(Source: New Record Office)

133



Fot. 11. Krakow 1934. In the picture: ZKS Hasmonea Warsaw
(Source: New Record Office)

Fot. 12. 1934 Polish Championships in Krakow. In the picture: Makkabi Lvov
(Source: New Record Office)
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Fot. 13: Makkabi Warsaw. 1% player on the right: S. Finkelstein
(Source: New Record Office)

Fot. 14. 1934 Polish Championships in Krakow. In the picture: ZKS Hakoah Radomsko
(Source: New Record Office)
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T e S s 4 b = -
Reprezentacje Lwowa, Krakowa i Tarnowa w ping-pongr: w lurnieju irzech miast w Tarnowie w dniu 1§ bm.
Stoja: p. Polanecki, wyzej red. Przybylski ze Lwowa, prezes LOZTS, major Wilk wiceprezes KZOTS, pierws:y od
prawej dr Hornung, prezes KZOTS, p. Ormian, prezes delegyatury tarn., klgczy p. Fast, przewodniczqcy WG i D,
ofiaredawca puharu.

Fot. 15. Players and officials during the Lvov vs. Krakow vs. Tarnéw triple match
(Source: the Jagiellonian University Library, Krakow)

Fot. 16. Ping-pong section of the Makkabi Stanistawéw
(Source: the Jagiellonian University Library, Krakow)
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Grupa s¢dziéw i organizatoréw mistrzostw ping-pongo-

wych. Siedzq od lewej: sekr. PZTS Orszulak, prezes K. O.

Z. T.S. dr Hornung, kpt. zw. Apsel, przew. deleq. K. O.

Z. T. S. Ormian. Stojq od lewej: wicepr. KOZTS mijr.

Wilk oruz czlonkowie KOZTS Celnik, Zimmerpistz, Kon-
Liewicz i Ja$kowski.

Fot. 17. 1934 Polish
Championships in Krakow
(Source: the Jagiellonian
University Library, Krakow)

Drh.‘yna T. S. Gwiazda, Cz¢stochowa.
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Fot. 18. £.6dz Championships in Singles play
(Source: the Jagiellonian University Library, Krakow)

Fot. 19. 1937 Polish Championships in Tarnéw

New Record Office)

(Source:
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Fot. 20. Samson Tarnéw — 1937 Polish Champions
(Source: New Record Office)

Fot. 21. Hasmonea Warsaw — 1937 Polish vice-Champions
(Source: New Record Office)
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Fot. 22. Samson Tarnéw — 1937 Polish Champions
(Source: New Record Office)

Fot. 23.
Richard Bergmann — four-time World
Champion in singles
(Source: New Record Office)
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Fot. 24.
Alojzy Ehrlich — three-time World
vice-Champion in singles
(Source: New Record Office)

Fot. 25.
Emylles Schiff — five-time Polish
Champion in singles and team play
(Source: New Record Office)
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Fot. 26. Bernard Pukiet (Polish vice-Champion) and E. Schiff
(Source: New Record Office)
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Fot. 27.
Simcha Finkelstein — Polish Champion
in singles and team play
(Source: New Record Office)

Fot. 28.
Szymon Blonder — 1947 Polish
Champion in singles play
(Source: New Record Office)
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Fot. 29.
Stockfiszéwna — 1938 & 1939 Polish
female Champion in singles play
(Source: New Record Office)

Fot. 30. The 1935 PTTA Management Board
(Source: New Record Office)
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Fot. 31. 1935 World Cup in London
(Source: New Record Office)
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Table 1. Matches played by the Polish national team between 1933 and 1939

No. Teams nll\il(t)é}?:s Victories | Defeats Ratio Date
1. |Poland — Germany 3 3 0 17-6 | 1933-1938
2. |Poland — Holland 3 3 0 15-0 | 1933-1937
3. |Poland — Latvia 4 3 1 17-13 | 1933-1939
4. |Poland — Wales 2 2 0 10-0 | 1935-1938
5. |Poland — Rep. 2 2 0 10-1 1935-1938
of Ireland
6. |Poland — India 2 2 0 10-1 1933-1938
7. | Poland — Yugoslavia 2 2 0 10-2 1933-1937
8. | Poland — Belgium 2 2 0 10-2 1933-1937
9. |Poland — Lithuania 2 2 0 10-2 1936-1937
10. | Poland — France 3 2 1 14-11 | 1933-1936
11. | Poland — Romania 2 2 0 10-2 1936-1937
12. | Poland — England 3 2 1 12-9 1935-1938
13. | Poland — Austria 2 1 1 6-9 1937-1938
14. | Poland — Egypt 1 1 0 5-0 1937
15. | Poland — Switzerland 1 1 0 5-0 1935
16. | Poland — Czech Rep. 3 1 2 12-11 | 1933-1938
17. | Poland — U.S. 2 0 2 4-10 | 1937-1938
18. | Poland — Hungary 3 0 3 4-15 1933-1937

Source materials: W. Pigta’s private archive, ,,Raz Dwa Trzy” 1933-1939, ,,Przeglad
Sportowy” 1932—-1939, ITTF Museum Rennes-Lausanne
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Table 2. Polish national team statistics

No. Date HIL?(’:I?:S Victories Defeats Ratio
1. |1933 WCh 8 6 2 32-18
2. {1934 Poland v. 1 1 0 7-2

Germany
3. |1935 WCh 7 6 1 34-10
4. 11936 WCh 6 4 2 25-9
5. |1937 WCh 12 9 3 53-27
6. [1938 WCh 7 4 3 25-23
7. 11939 Poland v. Latvia 1 1 0 5-4
Total 42 31 11 181 -94
Source materials: W. Pigta’s private archive
Table 3. Matches played by the Polish team members between 1933 and 1939

No. Surname and Name No. of matches Victories Date
1. | Ehrlich Alojzy 46 80 1933-1938
2. | Schiff Emylles 25 34 1936-1939
3. | Finkelstein Shimcha 17 21 1936-1937
4. |Pohoryles Hillel 15 13 1933-1935
5. |Loewenhertz Wtadystaw 8 15 1934-1935
6. |Pohoryles Simon 8 10 1933
7. |Rojzen Isaak 6 3 1938
8. |Jezierski Zdzistaw 3 4 1936-1937
9. |Klein Szymon 1 1 1934
10. | Osmanski Kazimierz 1 1 1938
11. |Pukiet Bernie (Bernard) 1 1 1939
12. | Pi6rowicz 1 1 1939

Source materials: W. Pigta’s private archive, ITTF Museum Rennes-Lausanne
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Annex No. 1
General Meeting of the Krakow District Ping-Pong Association, held in 1928

~§9— M—%

Krelcdw dnie 1 meja 19282

Do Swietnego
Starostwa Grodzkiego

w Krekovie,

Podpisani zawlademiaja uprzejmie,iZ w poniedziaZek
dnie 7 maja br,odbedzie sig¢ wilokalu Z.X,S."Hakoah"w Krakowie przy
ul,.Sebestjena 1,30 o godz,7.45 wieczoren

Konsgtytuujace Walne Zebranie

cqlem zatozenia Krakowskiego Okregowego Zwiazku Ping-Pongovego.
Porzadek dzienny:

1/.%agajenie,

2/ . iybér przewodniczacego i Sekretarza zebrania.

3/.Uchwalenie statutu Zwiazku.

4/ ,Wiybdéw tymezasowgeh Wadz Zwiazku.

5/.imioski i interpelacje.,

Ze sportowem pozdrowieniem

Za Komitet Orgenizegdjny
: L 7
/ - CLe
Henryk APsel w,r, Maksymiljan IIO?E.W; W,

Source: State Archive in Krakow. Files of the Krakow Municipal Council (Starostwo
Grodzkie). Jewish Sports Clubs, catalogue no. 249
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Annex No. 2
The Board of Directors of the Polish Table Tennis Association, dated June 6™, 1933

POLSKI ZWIAZEK TENISA STOLOWEGO

Fédération Polonaise du Tenis a Table.

Adres sekretarjatu: E6d%, Poludniowa 42, mgr.S.Jakobson
Tk LODZ, dnia 8 CZeIW 1938 .

dpowiedzi nalezy przytoczyd Telefon 228-90. & H i’ '
liczbe porz. | date pisma X Konto P. K. O.- s ¥

It

Do ¢ g of sbsidbest™

3] i

Lodz¥iego Starostwa Grodzkiego

w odpowiedzi na pismo L.B,P.IT 693'\pizeaylamy drgi egremplar?
118ty naszego 7lrzgdu;'
Prezes=- ayr,Kanenberg Ryszard,Pabjanice zamkowa ©
Wiceprezesi-Roman Tadeusiewicz ,kLéd?, Wierzbowa 18
Bronisiaw Dancygier,tdds, Cegielniana 53,
Sekretarz- mer,Stanislaw Jakobson,kbéds, Porudniowa 42
Srarbni¥-  Rafat Rogozihski,EdA?, Zachodnia 57,

PrzewodAniczacy - red,Max Lipszyc 164%, Moniuszki 10,
Wyaziaiu 6ier 1 Dyscypliny

¥apttan Zwigzkowy- Henryk Apsel, Krakéw, ¥oletek 7.
Gztonkowie 7arzgdu-red,Stefan ¥atuszyner,i6d%,Sienkiewicza 13,
Wiadysiaw Twardo, Warszawa,Nowy Swiat 55,

Adres Serretarijatu- Eéd%, Potudniowa 42,mgr,S.Jakobson,

7 powazaniem

Wiceprezes,

e
S

Source: State Archive in £.6dz. Polish Table Tennis Association Files
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Annex No. 3
The Board of Directors of the Polish Table Tennis Association, dated February 10™ 1934

POLSKI ZWIAZEK TENISA STOLOWEGO
55 mpdderationiPérendis’e®du Tenis a Table.

8 e e daizzex0 wuisssd

Adres sekretarjatu: O F 8 8 8 1 8 k_Czestaw, £éd2 u.m 56,

meinrisvor A
Lip: QO\N ) tODZ, dnia 10.1utege 1034 1.

Telefon 223-90.
dpowiedzl nalezy prxytouxyé % f ; S
liozbe porz. | date plsma  $ BERSLT ) v/"‘ o #Koplo s O 6

72,

v ﬁ; b _:

Niniejssym mamy ¢
Zarzadu Polskiego Zwiazku Terisa uohngo, »M o Miae
18 "ﬁqu L Prezes - p.Roman Tadewsiewies £6d2 ul.¥ierzhova
¥r.16.
. = \;Wigeprezee - p.Bromisiaw Daneygier 1.6d2 ul.Ceglel-
miana B5.
. p.l‘n-ﬂhulm Jakobson Lids
ul. Potduon 42.
sokutnrl - p.Czestaw Orssulak Bédz ul.Nawrot BS.
lklrhlik - pJRata2 Eomﬂlki n6da ul Kilidskie-

S e

QA oD W N e 43 -
B ENN »nann x-mxm - p.Hearyk Apsel KrakSw Koletek
; . Nr.7.
Oszomek Zarzadu - p,@" li}
i lo\iusxi 10- ol
L4 - p.inu snplro 1.64! wl.Zerom~
: . _.akisgo B8,
; SE. - p.Stefan ssggfpkl £6da ul.
"ﬁ Verte. Zoromsk16£0 8. .

Source: State Archive in £.6dz. Polish Table Tennis Association Files
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Annex No. 4
The Board of Directors of the Polish Table Tennis Association, dated January 20" 1935

POLSKI ZWIAZEK TENISA STOLOWEGO

Fédération Polonalse de Tennlis de Table.
Fr.Abramsohnéwna
L6a%,8 sierpnia 37

Adres sekretarjatu

Czlonek
dzynarodowej Federacji Tenisa Stolowego Telefon 156-50
iy P
Cztonek L
azku Polskich Zwiazkéw Sportowych ‘
i Z;E.) tOD2Z, dnia 29 .stycznia 1935..1.
- »

Lpdee

iczb porz. | date pisma "1/ {/?
o

£y
&) lt

To

\ 1.6azviego Starostwa Grodr¥iego

‘,Q/A\ \

Wb 0.D 20T

#zT=SIETTIzc===
Tirieiszem mamy 7zaszczyt podat skiad 7arzgdu Polskiego
7wigz'm Terisa Stolowego.
peezes - v.Zygmunt Lange,idd?,ul.7amenhofa 34
Viceprezes - p.Bronisiaw Dancygier,Lbéd%, Cegielniaras3
" - p,megr, Stanistaw Jakobson,kdd?, K 7achodnia 41
Se¥retarz - p.Franciszva Abramsohn,t1dd?,8 sisrpnia 37
Skarbnix - p.Teodor Ziegler,Ldd?, piotrkowska 118
¥apitan 7wigzkowy- p.Henryk Apsel ,Krakéw, Koletek 7
Czionevr 7arzgdu-p.red.Baks Lipszyo,L1éd%,Ardrzela 27
! " -p,Jnda Szapiro,iLddz,¥ilinskiego4o

4 " -p.CZ%estaw Joachimiak,Léd4 ¥Vilingkteco 171

Adres ge¥retariatn brzmi:iddaz,ul.f gierpria 37,FrsAbrama

sohndwna.

o
dkle BidgTE

0 LT 1635 W%

/’ Prezes.

g A

|

Source: State Archive in £6dz. Polish Table Tennis Association Files
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Annex No. 5
The Board of Directors of the Polish Table Tennis Association, dated December 31%, 1935

POLSKI ZWIAZEK TENISA STOLOWEGO

Fédération Polonaise de Tennis de Table.

Al.XKodciuszki 63 B.G.K.

Czlomek Adres sekretarjatu 2T
dzynarodowej Federacji Tenisa Stolowego Telefon 166-60 Stanisiaw Salm
CT.T
Cztonek e
azku Polskich Zwigzkéw Sportowych
Z.P. Z. 8. A s
o rag LODZ, dnia....3) grudniz 1935 _r.

L. p..422/35.
dpowiedzi nalety przytoczy¢
fczbg porz. 1 dat¢ pisma Do

STAROSTWA GRCDZXIEGO

w Lodzi

Niniejszem uprzejmie zawiadamiamy,iZ Zerzgd,ukonstytuc
wany na Welnem Zgromadzeniu,odbytem w dniu 8 grudnia 1934 r.,przedsta

wia sig nastgpujgcos

-
bir0,zéd

Starestwo Grodzkie Eoduide

EalE

Source: State Archive in £6dz. Polish Table Tennis Association Files
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Annex No. 6
The Board of Directors of the Polish Table Tennis Association, dated November 20™, 1937

807-6

POLSKI ZWIAZEK TENISA STOLOWEGO

Fédération Polonaise de Tennis de Table.

B.Loplovicz, Lipowa 31

Czlonek Adres sekretariatu
gdzynarodowej Federacji Tenisa Stolowego Telefon 166-50

(L T, T A)

Cztonek —_—
igzku  Polskich Zwigzkéw Sportowych

(Z.P. Z.8)

Semu s toODZ, dnia.2Q-listopada - 193-2r
L. p... A9/38

pdpowiedzi nalety przyloceyé
liczbe porz. i date pisma

Do
Starostwa Grodzkiego Lédzkiego
w mie j scu.,

Tttt datulad e e dulidadidy Tt e el dede L e datid ol o

Miniejezym uprze jmie zawiadamiamy,ii ZarzadPZIS. wybrany przes
Dorocmg Iﬁmpzsrg-dunia w dn‘.gi pakdziernika r.:{,na 3-51.
pierwszym posiedzeniu w dniu 1o listopada r.b. ukonstytuewal
8i¢ nasigpujacoe:

Prezes-p.#ardeszkiewicz Kazimiers,bankowiec,w/m.Zeligowskisgo 40
ur.
vice-prezel-p.Jnkobson Stanisiaw,a.adw.,w/m, Zachcdnia 41.
ur.1o.8.1906
II vice=prezes=v acat
bekrotarz—p.Loplovio:gggrnard Jkier . fabryki,wm.Pogonowskiege 40,

Skarbnik-p-Michalski Julian,bankowiec, w/m.il.Kodciuszki 63

Gospodarzep.5zternberg Miecazyslaw, kupiec,w/m. Piotrkowska 17

Kapitan zw,.-p.chor.Koliweszko Pranoi-uk wojskowy,Warssawa
. Bi.Powaskowska 44 .

Reforonoi-p-(:hlodnnl;ki Roman, f:iunluta,t/n.u11genkiego 40.
l O W

Odta%hkx ge ﬁd"]_:/:' L}p?'n s.nrb.gb.ll .1908
rszulak Czes ' uralista,w/m Nawrot
wstws Gredskle uuli ar.11.2.1913

g L?U;'[

Wiy alm Stanislaw,bankowiec, w/m. Mostowa D,ur.5,12.1900
' Mrel ukrnt.ariatu brami-Koplowicz Bernard,Lé&z,Lipowa 31.
S Za Zarzad P.2.T.S.

Preszes:
ke
Kazimierz wardgszkie 3

Sekretarz hon,:
D

— C g o

)|
Bernard Koplowicsz.

Source: State Archive in £6dz. Polish Table Tennis Association Files
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Annex No. 7
The Board of Directors of the Polish Table Tennis Association, dated January 7™ 1939

POLSKI ZWIAZEK TENISA STOLOWEGO

Fédération Polonaise de Tennlis de Table.

Czlonek Adres sekretariatu.H.Neftalin, 26d%, Tipowa. 9.
ledzynarodowej Federacji Tenisa Stolowego Theleion 16650 tel. 257-70

(L T.T, A)

Czlonek =
vigzku  Polskich Zwigzkéw Sportowych

(2.P. 2.8)

L p...A/ /3/,/39 '17

odpowiedzi nalezy prayloczy¢
liczbe porz. i datg pisma

L

LtODZ, duia. T styosnla . . . 193 9r

Do s
Starostwa Grodzkiego LbSdzkiego
w__ZTodzi

Ponizej mamy zaszczyt przedstawié skZad Zarzgdu Polskiego
Zwigzku Tenisa StoXowego W Lodzi na rok 1939.
1. Prezes —-------=e===- --- Kazimierz Wardeszkiewicz, ur.21.11.
1901 r., urze¢dnik bankowy, zam. w
Todzi, ul. Gen.Z%eligowskiego 40.

2. I Viceprezes -—-—----=---= Stanisaw Jakobson, ur. 15.8.1906r.,
adwokat, zam. w 7odzi, 7achodnia 41,

"
.

IT Wiceprezes —--------- Stanistaw Salm, ur. 8.12,1900r., u-
rzednik bankowy, zam. w fodzi, Vos-
towa 5,

4. Sekretarz hon. --------- Henryk Neftalin, ur. 16.11.1908r.,
aplikant adwokacki, zam. w Zodzi,
Lipowa 9,

5. Skarbnik --------=a--- -- Julian Michalski, ur. 31.1.1908r.,
Brzgdnik bankowy, zam. w.Jodzi, ul.
~argowa 517 vos¥

6. Kapitan Zwigzkowy ------ Czes?aw Orszulak, ur.l1.2.1913r.,
biuralista, zam. w 7odzi,Nawrot 55,

)

Referent Okregbw ------- Bernard Koplowicz, ur.23.5.1907, u-
rzednik prywatny, zam. w fodzi, ul.
Iipowa 31,

[«]

Referent Prasowy - --- Sztenberg Niecryslaw, ur. w 1887r.
kupiec, zam. w 7odzi, Piotrkowska 17

9. Referent ewidencji ----- Henryk Swigtek, ur.l19.VIL19l3r., zam.
w Yodzi, 7apiemma 24, urzednik,

10. Gospodarz ----—===-=e-==-u Pawe? Zyrycki, ur. 2.11.1911r., zam.
Modzi, Racrawicka 49, urzednik,

verte.

Source: State Archive in £.6dz. Polish Table Tennis Association Files.
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Annex No. 8

The first statute of the Polish Table Tennis Association, dated March 9, 1932

POLSKI ZWIAZEK TENISA STOLOWEGO
Fédération Polonaise du Tenis a Table.

Adres sekretarjatu: Mgr, g, Jakobson Eéd%, Potudniowa 42

e pi 63/32 tOD2Z, dnia .g.31p AT
dpowiedzi nalezy przytoczyé Telefon 223-90.
iczbe porz. | date pisma Konto P. K. O. -

Do

i
»i Zédzkiego Starostwa Grodzkiego x

w miejscu

Niniejszem zwracamy sie¢ z uprzejma prosbg o zalegalizowanie

Statutu Polskiego Zwigzku Senisa StoXowego.

Z powazaniem

Sekretarz

SIDE——

Wiceprezes

~—y- 57%19.,»,

Lore tald e ot ).
s

Sl

' & wAR 1932

o —

chimA ,;:7:::;;‘:;&
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S 5 A T U 5

POLSKIRGO ZWIAZKU TENISU STOZOWEGO. &

§ 1. Zwigzek nosi nazwg//Polski Zwi azek Tenisa Stolowego:/W stosunke(
zagrenica obok nazwy polskie] uiywa Zwigzek nazwy francuskie]
"Federation Polonaise du Tenis a Table".

§ 2. Siedzibg P.Z.T.S. jest miasto ¥64%Z.

3. Dzia¥alnosé g.Z.T.S. obe jmuje caXy obszar Paustwa Polskiego z za-

" chowapiem %%h/pra- o stowar zyszeniach.
§ 4. Jezykiem urzgdowym jest jezyk polski.
§ 5. P.z.T.S. jest osobg prawng i korzysta z wszystkich praw,osobom
Sa. %rfggy -‘Z%ﬁﬁ%?&ﬁ'mm LwigRed Sporberydl isbowiguus 4§ RIPHIW IS A V5
§ 6. Celem 3P.Z.T.S. jest rozw6j i rozpowszechnisnie sportu tenisa sto-

Yowego W Polsce jako amatorskiego przez:

s/ wyXaczng reprezentacje zrzeszonego w P.%Z.T.S. sportu tenisa
?r'\ st oXowego wobec wX~dz centralnych, spozeczerstws i innych
§ #nstytuc ji spor towych oraz wobec zagranicy,

b/ przestrzeganie w Polsce technicznych zesad przy jetveh w mig-
dzynar odowym sporcie teniea stoXowego

¢/ koordynowsnie prac zwigzkéw okregowych.

O o B o Lot o e
§ ‘7. Sposobami dziaXalno$ci Zwigzku dla ((si@gniqciq celéw Zwiagzkuysa:
\ a/ orgeni zacja,kierownictwo,kontrolowsnie i weryfikacja zawodéw
0 mistrzostwo Polski oraz prowadzenie ewidencji zswodnikéw,

klubéw i stowarzyszen t.st.

b/ wydawanie odpowiednich przefpiséw,regulaminéw i podrgcznikéw

I—————

¢/ popularyzacja t.st. przez urzadzenie zawodéw o mistrzostwo

Polski,miedzmsarodowych,odczytéw i pokezéw ofiar owywanie na-

%2 ."{4 MR It~

gréd honorowych wspéxdziaXenie z centralnemi i szkolnemi ws-
\‘ dzami w rozporzadsenin t.st, w Polsce

d/ subsydjowsnie okrg¢géw,klubéw i towarzystw nalazacych do zwigzku;
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2.
e/ organizacja Okrggowych Z.T.S.

§ g. CzXonkowie P.Z.T.S. dziela sig¢ na honorowych,be zposredni ch
i posrednich. :
CzXonkiem honorowym Zwiazku moie byé tylko osoba peinoletnia
0 peini praw obywetelskich,z=2sXuzona dla rozwoju T.S. w Polsce
wybrana wiekszoseig 5/4 obecnych na zebraniu Wslnem Zwiazka,
Godnos$é czXonka honorowego w Zwiazku jest dozywotnia.CzXonko-
wie honorowi maja prawo braé udziak we wszystkich posiedzeniach
Zarzaddw tak Okregounych Zwigzkéw jak i P.Z.T.3. oraz w Wal.Zgr.
tychze, jednnkzie tylko z gXosem dor-dczym.

0§ 9. CzXonkami bezposrednimi P.'Z.T.S. sg okregowe zwigzki T.S. dla
sprawni e jszego prowadzenia celéw Zwigzku,Zwigzek dzieli sie
terytorjelnie na okreggi, o ile moznosci odpowiads 2@09 terenom

poszc zeg6lnych wojewédztw oeza one ns zwy.&/u /" Awzer. /(;"t"

v ‘

Wszvsey CZ/C ._»,Ovle ‘B.z.T. b. m-ajacy “ieazi/b@ na terenie 0/Z.

T.S. muszg byé w tym Okregu Zwigzku zrzeszone,PodzisX ns
okregi zatwierdza W.ZGr. P.Z.T.S. Zwiazki Okregowe pracuja ns

podstawie statutu P.Z.T.S. oraz wi-snego statutu, Zetaierdzo- 4

i{a/{.«‘l‘w 0'4""1‘/‘ £
o\ nego przez W.Zgr. 0.Z.T.S vadze p=.stwowe przyczem Zw.0kr,

reprezentuje wobec P.2.T.S. wszystkioh czXonkéw posredni ch
denego Okregu.Okreggi maja byé dzielone na podokreggi .PodzieX
ten zotwierdzaja Zsrzadu 0.Z.T.S.
/§ 10, CzXonkowie bezposredni P.Z.T.S. maja prawo:
a/ brenia udziaxu z prawem gkosu decydujacego na Wal,Zgr.
przez delegatéw 0.Z.T.S.,zebraniach i ogélnych konferen-
¢jsch P.Z.T.S. do ktérego majg prawo zgaszania wnio s-
kéw i interpelacji,
b/ korzystania ze wszystkich urzgdzeu i instytucji udogod-

nien i funduszéw P.Z.T.S.
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12 o i 2
§ 11. CzXonkami posrednimi P.Z.T.S. sg: kluby sportowe,stowsrszyszenia
sportowe.stow.-sport.spoxeczne 1pb jego seke je,posiasdajace
statu§ lub regulamin zatwierdzony przez wiadze do tego powoane
uprawiajgce tenis stoXowy,ktére przyjexy statut,przepisy i re-
gulemin P.Z.T.S, i zrzeszone sg w okrggowych Z.T.S.

§ 12. CzXonkowie poéredni korzystajg ze wszystkich urzadzen i ing y-
tuc ji,udogodni en i funduszéw P.Z.T.S. ponadto maja prawo do
wniesienia protestéw,zazslen do P.Z.T.S. »

§ i;; Wszyscy czXonkowie sa obowigzani:

a/ do bezwzglednego przestrzegania zasad amatorstwa

b/ do przestrzegsnia postanowien statutu,reguleminu oraz

uchwaZ P.Z.T.S. i wiasnego 0.Z.T.S, do popierania zadei
i celéw Zwigzka,
¢/ do piacenia ustalonych przez Wal.Zgr . 0.Z.T.S. opat 2(\
X,J _'7 r‘ocz.n;rc!:,prrz,vczem czXonkowie poérédni wplac;jrg‘ przez/
| omrest, i
" C/" de proecsia 190 od ik wousoddo s na neer, busiguhaPolilid Lustqutsu 5?-;1‘7#
! 4/ sa obowigazani uzyskaé zezwolenie urzgdzsenis zawodoéw
migdzynarocdowych,oraz o prawo uczestniczenia w nick
poza grenicami Paustwa,
ce/ do prow-dzenia dokadnej statvstyki swej pracy sporto-
wej] z przeprowsdzonych zewod-w i przekXndenia Zarzgdowi
P.Z.T.S. sprawozdau rocznych do dnia 15 1i st oprda

kezdego roku.

5
a

§ 14. Praws czXonka bezpoéredniego P.Z.T.5. ustaja przez rozwigzanie
0.Z4TeS.
§ 15 Praws czXonka posredniego P.Z.T.S.‘ustaje przez utratg praw czXon-
; ka 0.Z.T.S.
§ 16’. WXodzami Zwiazku sa: Walne Zgromedzenie, Zarzad,Komisja Lewlzyjna

i WydziaX Gier i Dvseypliny.

PO
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§ 17.

§ 18.

o §

§ 19

€4

N-jwyzsza wiadza Zwigzku jest Welne Zgr. P.Z.T.S. Walne Zgr,

moga byé zwyczajne i nadzwyczajne.

Walne Zgr., tworza delegaci okregéw,przvozem delegatom Okr.
o

przyznaje sie 1lo$é gXossw o ~czZonkéw w Oh-g-

gu,0krgg reprezentujacy mistrza Polski otrzvmuje dodad tkowo :
5 gXoséw,Za czynnego czXonka uwaza si¢ czXonka,uznenego przez
Zwigzek Okregowy T.S.
Wal.Zgr, Jjest prawomocne przy komplecie delegatéw reprezentu-
Jacyeh przynajmniej 2/5 istniejacych Okregéw.W razie brakm
kompletu Welne Zgromadzenie moze sig odbyé w godz. pézniej, jako
w drugim termj.nie bez osobnego zwoXywania,w obecnosci delegaté'
i /'j a,:;;;mu;?

nie mniej jak 3 Ohg 5 @e' u W}t_‘?us@)n‘&(
e w«ﬂ«e;.v Sprwicnnchons 2 TS —

Uchwaty zapadaja zwykka wiekszoscig gXoséw zs wyjatkiem uchwaX

7 24
dotyczacych zmianylrozwiazania Zwiazku,poXaczenia-skres$lenia
lub rozdzis¥u okrggéw dla ktérych wymagsne jJest wigkszosé

- 2/3 gxos6w,oraz przy wyborze czXonkéw honorowych,dla ktéryeh

wymagana jest wigkszo$é 3/4 gkoséw ohecnych.

StedsibgPvil.S.ustala rok-rocznie Wal ggr swyklg—wiokezodory.

Wel.Zgr. zwoxuje Zarzad consjmniej na 6 tygodnmi przed ozneczo-
nym terminem drogg zawisdomied pisemnych,oraz komunikatuPzTS
W zowiadomienisch musi byé umieszczony porzgdek dzienny Wel,
Zgr, W Wnl.Zgr. poza delegatami Okregéw biorg udzisX czZonkowie
wXadz P.Z.T.S. oraz czXonkowie honorowi.
Wel.Zgr. Zwycza jne odbywajg si¢ kazdego roku ke-lenadrzowego
mig_@zy l-szym a 20-ym grudnia.do kompetencji Wel.Zgr.nnlezy:

a/ wybér prezydjum

b/ zatwierdzenie sprowozdsi z dzis¥alno$ci sportowej,

admini stracyjney i kasowej Zsrzadu P.Z.T.S. i udzielenie

im absolutor jum,

¢/ zatwidrdzenie protokézu z ostatniego Wal z
*Zgr
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d/ przyjecie sprawozdania z dziaXslnosci Wydziau Gier
i Dyscypliny i referenta spraw sedziowskich

e/ wybér prezesa,2 wiceprezeséw.przewbdniczecego WydziaZzu G.,i D.
skarbnikas,sekretarza 1 2 czXonkéw Zerzgdu oraz 4 czXonkéw
W.G.D., Przewodniczacego Komisji Rewizyjnej P.Z.T.S. Wice-
pzrewodniczgcego, sekretarza oraz 2 zastgpcéw K.R.

£/ wybér czXonkéw honar owych

g/ oznnczeni e wysokosci opkat czXonkowskich na rzecz Zwiazku
P.T.S. taksy protestéw i procentéw od zawodéw urzadzanych
przez 0.Z.T.S.

h/ zaXatwianie wnioskéw Zar zgdu P.Z.T.S. wnioskéw 0.Z.T.S,.
protestéw od decyzji P.Z.T.S.

\rrl\i/ zmisna przepi séw gry

\

ol
§ 20.Wal.Zgr. Nadzw.' zwoxuje Zorzhd P.

§ 21

j/ wszelkie wnioski okregéw,protesty i zazalenia powinny
wptvwaé do Zsrzadu P.Z.T.S. pisemnie przynajmniej na 4 :
{ tygf)dnie przez WHl.Z_gr. > : : sy 2
qleef % dleqoloul na hofge L wmowgmw Lo Cqutn PolRick fuiquiss dponloy, v
.T.3. na skutek wissnej uchwa-
¥y,Iub na zgdanie Komiseji Rewizyjnej}Z«rzgdéw przynaj;rmiej 3
Okregéw/,Zar zadu Zwigzku Folskich Zwiazkéw Sport. f—e=tie—Ps2<TS.
3 W razie rezygnacji prezesa i wi-
ceprezesa.roéwnoc zesnie &é cz¥onkéw Zsrzadu lub 3/5 czXonkwéw
Wi, 1 D
Do porzadku dziennego %Mwyczajnego Wal.Zgr. nalezg tylko te
sprawy,ktére wywoXeXy zwolsnie i zostaly umieszczone przez Zarzad
na porzzdku dziennym. l
Zerzgd P.Z.T.S. jest gxéwng wimdzg kierowniczg Zwigzka dzia¥aja-
cego na podstawie postsnowiern statutu i kierujaca zyciem Zwiazku
wmysl § 3 1 4 niniejszego statutu.W szczegdlnosci Zarzgd ms na-
stepujace kompetenc je i obowiazki:




LS

6
a/ zaxatwia biezgce sprawy organizacyjne i sdministracyjre
zatwierdza wszelkie regulaminy dotyczace Okregéw, zarzg-
dza majgtkiem Zwigzku,zwoinje i przygotowuje W-lne Zgr.
reprezentuje Zwigzek,czuwa nad dziaXalnoscig Okregoéw.
b/ proponuje rozpowszechnisnie gry tenisn stoXowego w Pol-
sce urzgdza zawody o mistrzostwo Polski,wydsje przepisy

i regulaminy obowigzujace dls prowadzenia Bawodéw,zgXosze-

nia i wykreslenia zawodnikéw i t.p.uzgednia,zatwierdza
zawody mi\gdzypaxistwowe wydsje terminarze zawodéw miedzy -
okrggowych, zezwala na urzgdzanie i branie udzisiu w za-
wodach migdzynsrodowych,prowsdzi ewidenc je¢ czonkéw i za-
wodni kéw,oraz statystyke odbytych zswodow,
¢/ utrzymuje kontakt z Mﬂfﬁwi
4/ rozstrzyga s;;ré;f,zaialenia od decyzji Zerzadéw Okregéw

czuwa nad utrzymaniem nslezytej dyscypliny i ducha sporto-

wego Okregéw,

e/ nak¥ada kary he czXonkéw,przyczem kery te sg nastepujace:
nspomni enie,nsgena kara pieni¢ina,zowieszenie dyskwolifi-
kacjs oraz wykluczenie

£/ Zarzed wybierany Jest przez W.Zgr. z posréd obywateli
polskich o peXni praw obywatelskich

g/ najwyzej 3 osoby z Zsrzadu moga przebywné poza miejscem
siedziby P.Z.T.S. jeden za$ czXonek Zsrzgdu musi przeby~
waé poza miejscem siedziby P.Z.T.S. Okreg reprezentujacy

mistrza otrzymuje mendat.

§ 22”. Posiedzenie Zarzadu sa poufne do, nosci uchwa potrzebng Jest
obecnoéé 5 czxonkéw, o Jess: /””‘” %4“ = /'da/&a e o
Posiedzenis Zarzadu zwozuje Prezes lub w jego zastepstwie wiwe-

prezes, zateinie od potirzeby,przynajmniej raz na miesiac Zsrzad
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odpowie%zialny'jest za swe czynnodci przed W.Zgr. Zwiagzkm .fd de-
cyzji Zerzgdu moina wnie$é odwoxenie do Wolnego Zgromadzrnia PZTS
odnoéna jednak decyzja P.Z.T.S. posiada'moo obowi gzu jace .Zar zgd
ustepujacy sk¥ada nowemuagendy Zwigzku bez jekichkolwiek zalegl §-
c¢i lub brakéw,dopiero po ukonstytuowsniu sig nowego Zarzgduwéazy-
jgcie-agend i funkcji powinno nastgpié w ciggu tygodnia od dnia
nkonstytuowanié si¢ nowego Zarzgdu i stwierdsone byé w ksiggach
Zwiazku.

§ 23. Prezes Zwigzku reprezentuje Zarzad nezewnatrt,kieruje jego czynnos-
ciami.przed;dniczy wszystkiem zebrsniom Zarzgdu Zwigzku,przyczem
udzis¥u w grosowsniu nie bierze,lecz rozstrzyga w-ratie téwnosei
groséw.Wspbélnie z sekretarzem prowadzi biuro Zwigzku.W wypadkada
nagych wydaje zarzagdzenie ex praesidio.Za czynnosci swe odpowie-

N dzialny jest przed Zorzgdem i Wal,Zgr. w razie nieobecnosci pre-
zesa zastepufego jeden Z/vice-prezeséw.
Sekretarz,skorbnik i wydzialy Zarzadu prowadza poszczegélne dziaxy
refereujac i przygotowujac odpowiednie wnioski.
SzczegékXowy tak 1 podziaX pracy okreéla regulamin wewnetrzny uch-
walony przez Zsrzgd.
Podezas gXosowsnia,gXosy oséb wetrzymujgcych sig¢ od BXosowania
nie liczg sig.

§ 24. W reozie nieprzyjecie mandatu przez czionka Zsrzgdu lub ustapien a
tegoz,Zerzad kompletuje sig¢ drogg kooptacji. ;

§ 25, WydziaX Gier i Dyscypliny P.Z.T.S. skiada sig z przewodniczacego
4 czXonkéw,wybrsnych przez Wal, Zgr. Zwigzku oraz referenta spraw
sedziowskick.

Zedaniem jego jest: a/ nedzér mad pracg poszczegdlnvch 0.*)5%9”
b/ projektoasnie i przeprowadzanie zawodéw zwiazkowych o mistrze-
stwo Polski i miedzynarodowych,nadzér i stytystyka zowodéw wery-

fikacja zawodéw O mistrzostwo Polski
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¢/ keranie zawodnikéw i klubéw za nieprzestrzeganie przepiséw
o zgtoszeniu, zwalnisniu i wykreslaniu zawodnikéw oraz
regulaminéw P.Z.T.S.

a/ rozpstrywsnie spraw przedozonych do zaopinjowania przez
Zerzad i przeklndaxi,;odpowiednich wnioskéw Zarzagdowi
Przewodniczacy W.G. 1 D. Jest réwno upr-wnbgnym cztonkiem
Zarzgdu P.Z.T.S.

e/ karsnie zawodnikéw,ktérzy nie jawiag sig bez uépraniedliwie-
nia ns zawody migdzypoastwowe,ns wniosek ke pi tana zwigzkowego

§ 26. Zndeniem re ferenta spraw sedziowskich HJest:

a/ zstwierdzeniebprzez re ferenta sgdzi%w przedstawi onych
przez Okrggowych referentéw S.S, | }V.uvv Sadiousdol

b/ prowsdzenie ogélnej ewidencji sgdziéw 1 nsdzér ned proca
referenté6w S.S. przy poszczegélnych 0.Z.T.S.

¢/ rozpatrywsnie vrzekroczer sgdziow

d/ wyznaczenie sg¢dziéw na zawody o mi strzostwo Polski,miedzy -
misstowe i migdzypsustwpwe
% e/ referent S.S. wechodzi w skad W.G. 1 D.
k 28. Xomisjs Rewizyjna jest organem kontrolujacem gospoderczg dziaxnlnodé

Zerzgdu Zwigzku,Sk¥ade sig z 3 czXonkéw i 2 zostgpcéw,wybiersn ych

przez Wal.Zgr. z tem,ze to ostatnie wybiers przewodniczacego,wice~

przewodni czgcego, sekretarza oraz 2 zastepcéw.CzXonkowie Komisji

(

| Rewizﬁjnej nie Q;ﬁsvchodzié w sk¥~d wiodz Zwiazku,natomi~st moja
pr&):’ uczestniczenia w Jjego obradach z gXosem doredczym.

\ Komisj9\\ ngizv;ni winng' Wﬁu@m&kyxrzecié@ 30 dni od daty
qu Zgr_. /0-/?49 /’7/!‘—«4 2210ce

Na zadanie Kouusji Rewi zyjnej Zeorzgd obowigzany Jest umozliwié jej

‘

dokonsnie przegladu ksigzek,rachunkéw sktéw i t.p.
Przynajmniej na 20 dni przed Wal.Zgr.zwycz.Komisja Rewizyjna powi nna
otrzymaé od Zsrzadu Zwiazkn rochunki kasowe i ksiggl,zbedeé Je i
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poréwnaé ze stanem faktycznym i ns tej podstawie z¥ozy¢é pisemny
protokéx z wnioskiem udzielenis ab‘solut,orju.m kasowego wzglgdnie
wyrazenia votum pieufnosci ustgpujgcemu Zerzagdowl ,Protokéx ten
musi byé zakomunikowany Zarzgdowi conajmniej na 7 dni przed Wal,
Zgr. Komisja Rewizyjna winna odbyé consjmniey 2 posiedzenisek
I w listopedzie I1I w Iutym.
§ 28, Na fundusze P.Z.T.S. skxadaja sig:
a/ skiadki czXonkéw poérednich
b/ dochody z imprez urzadzsnych przez P .S
c/ procenty z imprez urzadzanych przez Okregl
d/ K-ry pienigine wpXscone przez Okregi i czXonkéw
e/ dsry i subwencje
§ 29. Bozwiezénie Zwigzka moze nastapié na podstawie uchwaly Zwycza jnego
1ub nedzwyczajnego.W.zgr. P.Z.T.S. powzigte wigkszoscig 3/4 gXee 6w

obecnych.

2 Bl 2
\{)§ 30, Prewo interpeie~cji niniejszego statutu przy stuguje Zarzagdowi

\ i Wﬁl.Zgrh P.Z.T.S.

4'/ ]aﬂlm#’t‘dw .}Zomou: (%”/3 5
. /a/a/‘o'»r’vw&}/ 4’/_ M/‘/yﬁvj
Y el Plotrous o
i »20/&;"«':.104 e

J) "Cf(n;i'w'n, /fw@l
4 %/Meo-\/h?g 73
o, 4o LovoussRn f(:
Y focrtrna Houirsion —
B /y@%t&jq{w’&n e %jffbnla'm’a 2l
tysiac dziewigcset trzydziestego - drapsgcs roku, ja,

LUDWIE KAHL Notarjusz w Lodzi, nqaja,cy{nﬁcelarjq swoja przy ulicy
Piotrkowskiej Ne 102. zaswiadczam 4€ podpisy powyzsze polozone




zostaly wlasnorecznie w obecnosci mojej przez osobiscie mi
znanych,do dziaZad prawnych zdolnych,zamieszkalych w todzi:
1/Romana Tadeusiewicza przy ulicy Nepidrkowskiego Ir.47, 2/
Aleksandra Stencla przy ulicy Rokicirskie] Nr.812, 3/Aleksegc
Leéniewicza przy ulicy Piotrkowskiej Nr.243, 4/Hieroniuma Fe-
je przy ulicy Wélczafiskiej Nr.75 i 5/Stanistawa Jakobsona
przy ulicy Poludniowej Nr.42.- Opiaty stemplowej pobrano,
stosownie do art.139 Ust.Stempl.- 3 zlote gotdwka i 10% do-
datku nadzwycz.do optaty stempl.30 gr.oraz zgodnie z art.9

st.z dnia 23/3.1929 r.o taksie - zZotych dwanadcie.-

Notar jussz

aﬁhm%

]

Source: State Archive in £6dz. Polish Table Tennis Association Files
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Annex No. 9

The letter which Alojzy Ehrlich wrote to dr. Ignacy Schwarzbart in 1940, regarding the
conferment of the Polish citizenship on Richard Bergmann
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Source: New Record Office in Warsaw. Dr. Ignacy Schwarzbart’s Files
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DICTIONARY OF SELECTED TERMS

Ascola:

Bar Kochba:

Dror:

Frajhajt:

Fotks-Sztyme:

Hagibor:

Hakoah:

Hajnt:

Hakadur:

Hamakabi:

Hapoel:

Hasmonea:

Holocaust:

Ha-Szachar:

Yiddish:

Male Gymnasium in Warsaw

The name of the leader of a Jewish uprising against the
Romans; the first sports club, established in 1917 in £.6dZ

(Hebr. “Freedom’) a Zionist youth organization established in
1938 in Poland

(Yiddish: “Freedom”)

The Voice of the People, a periodical started in £.6dZ on Feb
22", 1946

(Hebr. “Hero™)

(Hebr. “Strength”) a sports association established in 1909 in
Vienna

(Yiddish “Day” or “Today”) a journal in Yiddish

(Hebr. “Ball”)

(Maccabeus) a two-language periodical (Polish-Yidish) issued
by the Union of the Makkabi Jewish Gymanstics and Sports
Associations (1933-1936)

(Hebr. “Worker”) a sports association established in 1924 in
Haifa

The Hasmonean (Hebr. “The Mighty”, “The Excellent”)

Genocide of the Jews planned and organized by state
institutions of the Nazi Germany

(Hebr. “Morning”, “Dawn”, “First Light”) an association of
Jewish academic youth

The language used by the Jews who lived also in Poland. It is

based on a Lower German dialect from 12" C. and is completed
with borrowings from Hebrew, later also from Polish
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Kadimah:

Kraft:

Makkabi:

Maccabiah Games:

Makkabi in Warsze:

Mazal tov:

Morgenstern:

Samson:

Sport-Cajtung:

Zionism:

Sabbath:
Szemrija:

Sztern:

170

(Hebr. “Forward”) Jewish students’ association
(Yiddish “Strength”)

The most important current of the Jewish sport life whose name
derives from the nickname of Judas Maccabeus

Sports competition organized by the Maccabi World Union

A monthly magazine in Polish and in Yiddish edited irregularly
in Warsaw (1928-1930)

“Good Luck!”, a common greeting in joyful situations

(Pol. ”Jutrzenka” — “First Light”) a network of Jewish sports
organizations (Krakow—1909, Tarnéw, Lvov, £.6dzZ)

A strongman, according to the biblical tradition, the last of the
Biblical Judges. Gifted with an amazing strength.

(Yiddish “sport magazine”) a weekly magazine in Yiddish,
edited in Warsaw between 1931 and 1939

A political movement which developed in the second half of
19™ C. amongst Jews, particularly those from Central Europe,
whose aim was the reconstruction of the State of Israel in
Palestine

Saturday, a day when all regular work is forbidden

(Hebr. “Guardian”™), being on guard

(Yiddish “Star”)



LIST OF USED ABBREVIATIONS

AWF
AZS
DMP
DOZTS
IMP
ITTF
KOZTS
KS
LOZTS
EKS
LTS
LOZP-P
MP
MWU
PZL
PZTS/PTTA
S1. OZP-P
S1. OZTS
WOZTS
ZMCh
ZAKS
ZASS
ZKS
ZRKS
ZRWF
ZTGS

University School of Physical Education
Academic Sports Association

Polish Team Championships

Lower Silesia District Table Tennis Association
Polish Singles Championships
International Table Tennis Federation
Krakow District Table Tennis Association
Sports Club

Lvov District Table Tennis Association
L6dz Sports Club

L6dz Sports Association

L6dz District Ping-pong Association
Polish Championships

Maccabi World Union

Polish Aviation Factory

Polish Table Tennis Association

Silesian District Ping-pong Association
Silesian District Table Tennis Association
Warsaw District Table Tennis Association
YMCA

Jewish Academic Sports Club

Jewish Academic Sports Association
Jewish Sports Club

Jewish Workers’ Sports Club

Jewish Physical Education Council

Jewish Sports and Gymnastics Association
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