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Sport w dziatalnosci Wojewodzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe Zespoty
Sportowe w Katowicach w latach 1952-1975

Streszczenie

Celem pracy jest przedstawienie sportu w dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe Ze-
spoty Sportowe w Katowicach w latach 1952—-1975. Pierwsze ogniwa Ludowych Zespotéw Sporto-
wych na ziemi gérnoslaskiej i w Zagtebiu Dagbrowskim zostaty powotane w 1946 r. W okresie dzia-
falnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe zwiekszyta sie liczba ogniw i czton-
kow. Szczegdlnie wzrost liczebny cztonkédw dotyczyt dziatalnosci Rad Powiatowych Zrzeszenia
w Bedzinie, Cieszynie, Ktobucku, Rybniku, Tarnowskich Gérach. Wraz z przyrostem liczebnym
ogniw i cztonkdw nastapit rozwdj infrastruktury sportowej oraz zwiekszenie stanu liczebnego ka-
dry szkoleniowej, trenerdéw i instruktoréw sportu oraz sekcji sportowych.

W dziatalnosci na rzecz sportu potozono duzy nacisk na organizacje imprez masowych, m.in.
w nastepujacych dyscyplinach: lekkoatletyka, pitka nozna, pitka reczna, pitka siatkowa, szachy, te-
nis stotowy i warcaby. Sukcesy sportowe na poziomie ogdlnopolskim i miedzynarodowym zawod-
nicy Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach osiggali szczegdlnie
w takich dziedzinach jak m.in. akrobatyka sportowa, kolarstwo, saneczkarstwo, narciarstwo.

Stowa kluczowe: Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe, sport, wojewddztwo katowickie.
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Abstract

The aim of this study is to present sport in the activity of the Folk Sports Teams Province Asso-
ciation in Katowice in the years 1952—-1975. The first units of Folk Sports Teams in the Upper Silesia
territory and in the area of the Dabrowa Coal Basin were established in 1946. During the time of
its activity, the Folk Sports Teams Province Association could enjoy an increasing number of its
units and members. It was especially true about the activity of District (local government unit)
Councils of the Association in Bedzin, Cieszyn, Ktobuck, Rybnik, Tarnowskie Géry. Once the num-
ber of units and members had grown, sports infrastructure developed as well, and there was
a bigger number of training personnel, i.e. sports coaches, instructors, and sports sections.

The sports activity focused to a great extent on the organization of mass events, among all, in the
following disciplines: athletics, football, handball, volleyball, chess, table tennis and draughts. The
contestants of the Folk Sports Teams Province Association in Katowice would achieve state and in-
ternational success especially in such disciplines as sports acrobatics, cycling, tobogganing, skiing.

Keywords: Folk Sports Teams, sport, Katowice Province.

Introduction

The aim of this study is to present sport in the activity of the Folk Sports
Teams (FST, Polish acronym: LZS) Province Association (PA, Polish acronym: WZ)
in Katowice in the years 1952-1975. The scope of the study covers the territory
of Katowice Province. It is worth noting that Katowice Province belonged to one
of the most industrialized regions of Poland. The first units of FST in the Upper
Silesia territory and in the area of the Dgbrowa Coal Basin were established in
1946 and these were as follows: Orzet Bobrowniki, LZS Barania Wista, Czarni Su-
cha Gora, Orkan Dgbréowka Wielka, Rudno, Rudziniec, Myszkéw. Already in the
first years of their activity, FST took an initiative to organize and participate in
sports events, mainly in such sports disciplines as athletics, skiing, football, vol-
leyball, weightlifting, table tennis and wrestling.! As far as the state of the art is
concerned, a scientific monograph by E. Matolepszy and T. Drozdek-Matolepsza,
entitled The Outline of Sport and Tourism in the activity of the Folk Sports Teams
Province Association (1946-2021) (Zarys dziejow sportu i turystyki w dziatalnosci
Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe Zespoly Sportowe (1946-2021)?) is of the
biggest value. An important source material used for the preparation of the pub-
lication was the printed source 25 Years of FST, Katowice 3.1V.1971 (25 lat LZS,
Katowice 3.1V.19713).

1 E. Maftolepszy, T. Drozdek-Matolepsza, Zarys dziejow sportu i turystyki w dziatalnosci Woje-
wddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe (1946-2021), Wydawnictwo Prymat, Biatystok
2023, p. 34.

2 |bidem

3 25lat LZS, Katowice 3.1V.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe
Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967-1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 .
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Research problems and methods

The following research methods were used to prepare the study: the analy-
sis of historical sources, synthesis, induction and comparative method. The au-
thors posed the following research problems:

1. What was the number of FST PA units in Katowice in the years 1952—-1975?
2. What factors influenced the activity of the FST PA in Katowice?
3. What was the sports level of FST PA units in Katowice?

Results and discussion

On 19 April 1952, by the resolution of the Main Committee of Physical Cul-
ture, the Folk Sports Teams Association was established. Together with the es-
tablishment of the LZS Association, its province structures were founded too,
among all, the FST PA in Katowice. In 1960, the FST Province Association in Ka-
towice counted 286 units and 12 209 members; in 1966 — 430 units and 30 052
members; in 1970 — 507 units and 45 248 members; in 1974 — 455 units and 40
615 members.* The growing numbers of the FST Association is particularly no-
ticeable in the activity of FST District Councils in Bedzin, Cieszyn, Ktobuck, Ryb-
nik, Tarnowskie Gory (Table no 1). In the years 1971-1973, there were 27 active
Folk Sports Clubs (FSC), and in 1974 their number grew up to 31.

Table 1. The number of units and members of the FST PA in Katowice in districts, in the years
1960-1974

1960 1966 1969 1974
No of mem- No of mem- No of mem- No of mem-
District | No of | bers/in- | Noof| bers/in- | No of . No of .
. . . . ~ |bers/ includ- . |bers/ includ-
units cluding units cluding units |, units |,
ing women ing women
women women
Bedzin 17 932/88 19 1783/286 25 2231/574 27 2435/406
Bielsko-
Biata 22 536/48 25 2068/319 23 2079/371 21 1887/369

Cieszyn 39 1628/222 | 42 2753/828 | 45 | 3299/1152 | 44 | 4214/1156

4 25lat LZS, Katowice 3.1V.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe
Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967-1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 r., pp. 9;
Wojewddzkie Zrzeszenie Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe Katowice, Materiaty Sprawozdawczo-Pro-
gramowe na VIIl Wojewddzki Zjazd Delegatéw, Katowice —Marzec 1975, pp. 8; 40 lat Ludowych
Zespotdéw Sportowych Katowice, no publication date, pp. 11. A unit constitutes a basic organi-
sational component in the activity of the FST Association. A unit may be a Folk Sports Club, a
Folk Tourist Club, a Folk Sports Team, a Folk Tourist Team.
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Table 1. The number of units and members of the FST PA in Katowice... (cont.)

1960 1966 1969 1974
No of mem- No of mem- No of mem- No of mem-
District | No of | bers/in- | Noof | bers/in- | No of ) No of )
. . . . . |bers/ includ- . |bers/ includ-
units cluding units cluding units |, units |,
ing women ing women
women women
Czesto-
chowa 28 756/219 39 2384/501 43 2616/707 48 3817/1129

Gliwice 23 824/47 29 2314/434 36 2271/538 36 2743/376
Ktobuck 33 920/91 57 3126/842 69 | 4031/1092 | 57 | 4457/1089
Lubliniec 29 867/65 34 2202/551 39 | 3050/1025 | 36 2787/804
Myszkdéw 24 818/98 40 2138/721 41 2622/808 33 2409/742
Pszczyna 21 781/42 23 1602/321 24 1933/444 26 2422/694

Rybnik | 40 ) 40 | 2782/593 | 40 | 3471/770 | 40 | 3342/561
Ta"G‘cc’,)"r‘;Skie 25 | 1311/131 | 29 | 2549/297 | 30 | 3516/445 | 26 | 3560/567
Tychy 7 221/0 9 | 63638 | 10 | 731/130 | 9 | e86/149
W%f;lfiaw 18 | 697/68 | 19 | 2182/270 | 20 | 3692/663 | 22 | 3265/404

Zawiercie 19 617/24 25 1533/190 29 2023/359 30 2591/674

Source: 25 lat LZS, Katowice 3.IV.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Lu-
dowe Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967-1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 r., no
pagination; Wojewddzkie Zrzeszenie Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe Katowice, Materiaty Sprawozdaw-
czo-Programowe na VIII Wojewddzki Zjazd Delegatéw, Katowice — Marzec 1975, no pagination.

Sports infrastructure played a vital role in the sports-leisure activity of the
FST PA in Katowice. A contest “A football pitch in each village — a Sports and
Leisure Centre in each Commune”,® run from 1962, occupied a special place in
the activation of rural environment pertaining to sports infrastructure develop-
ment. Activists and the rural community achieved a lot of success in this area.
Every year, new sports infrastructure objects on the territory of Katowice Prov-
ince received awards. For the purpose of developing sports infrastructure, the
FST Province Association received financial support from the National Lottery
via the Province Committee of Physical Culture and Tourism, in the amount of
about PLN 1,000,000 a year. This amount covered only about 30 to 40% of all
the needs. In this context, the urban community activity within the framework
of “voluntary work” (renovation and erection of sports infrastructure objects
and devices) was crucial.® It is worth noticing that the value of the community

5 40 lat Ludowych Zespotéw Sportowych, Katowice, no publication date, pp. 8.
6 25 lat LZS, Katowice 3.IV.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe Ze-
spoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967-1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 r., pp. 31-32.
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work performed by the FST PA members in Katowice equalled PLN 3,050,000 in
1963, PLN 3,220,000 in 1964, PLN 4,433,000 in 1966, PLN 6,692,000 in 1969, PLN
4,992,000 in 1970. Meanwhile, the National Lottery support was the following:
in 1963 it donated PLN650,000, in 1964 — PLN690 000, in 1966 — PLN987,000, in
1969 — PLN 980,000, and in 1970 — PLN 760,000. In the years 1960-1970, there
was an increase in the number of sports facilities, mainly pitches for sports
games and athletics equipment (Table no 2).

Table 2. Sports facilities in the Folk Sports Teams Association in Katowice Province in the years
1960-1970

Year
No Facility name
1960 1966 1969 1970
1. Football pitch 112 242 256 300
5. | Pitch forsports 163 316 347 459
games
3. Athletics equip- 15 71 89 180
ment
4, Swimming pools 3 10 10 10
Stadiums 1 10 15 18
6. Gyms 3 16 18
7 Ot.hler facilities/ 8 18 21 45
ski jumps, etc./

Source: 25 lat LZS, Katowice 3.1V.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia
Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967-1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 r.,
no pagination.

Apart from training infrastructure, training personnel was of utmost im-
portance in the activity of the FST PA in Katowice, among all, instructor and
judge/ referee courses for athletics and football run by the District Committee
of Physical Culture in Lubliniec.” The courses in question were also addressed to
the members of the FST Association, e.g. to the FST in Sierakéw. During the ac-
tivity period of the FST PA in Katowice, the number of trainers and judges/ ref-
erees grew (Table no 3). In 1974, the FST PA in Katowice employed 55 employ-
ees, including 17 trainers and instructors.

In the 1960s, there was an increase in the number of sports sections in the
FST PA in Katowice, whereas at the turn of the 1960s and 1970s and in the first
half of the 1970s their number was stable. In 1960, the FST Association owned
892 sports sections; in 1968 — 1425 sections, in 1969 — 1463 sections, and in

7 Private collection of Henryk Malcher, letters of the District Committee of Physical Culture in
Lubliniec to sports clubs of 17.10.1959 and 12.01.1960, no pagination
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1974 — 1434 sections.® In 1974, there were 9963 athletes (including 501 women)
registered in Polish Sports Associations.

Table 3. Training personnel, judges and referees of the FST PA in Katowice (1960-1974)

No Personnel 1960 1968 1971 1974
1. Trainers — 5 3 10
2. Sports instructors 2 45 28 52
3 Sports instructors assis- 128 201 156 223
tants
4, Sports organisers 23 383 267 297
Sports judges/ referees - 161 11 272

Source: 25 lat LZS, Katowice 3.IV.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Lu-
dowe Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967—1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 r., no
pagination; Wojewddzkie Zrzeszenie Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe Katowice, Materiaty Sprawozdaw-
czo-Programowe na VIl Wojewddzki Zjazd Delegatow, Katowice — Marzec 1975, no pagination.

The popularity of sport was also reflected in the organisation of sports
events and in the number of their participants, all within the framework of the
activity performed by the FST PA in Katowice. The number of organized sports
events in 1960 and in the 1960s and the first half of the 1970s fluctuated. Ac-
cording to source materials from 1960, the FST Association organized 7411
sports events (with the participation of 106,442 athletes, including 8,693
women); in 1968, the FST Association organized 14,155 sports events (with the
participation of 200,460 athletes, including 30,531 women); in 1969, the FST As-
sociation organized 17,627 sports events (with the participation of 339,553 ath-
letes, including 54,902 women); in 1971, there were 3,723 events organized
with the participation of 171,854 athletes (including 45,606 women); in 1972,
there were 9,354 events organized with the participation of 271,390 athletes
(including 48,099 women); in 1973, there were 9,956 events organized with the
participation of 289,930 athletes (including 52,004 women); in 1974, there were
11,016 events organized with the participation of 368,541 athletes (including
65,060 women).®

8 25 lat LZS, Katowice 3.1V.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe

Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967-1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 r., no
pagination; Wojewddzkie Zrzeszenie Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe Katowice, Materiaty Sprawoz-
dawczo-Programowe na VIIl Wojewddzki Zjazd Delegatow, Katowice — Marzec 1975, no pagi-
nation

25 lat LZS, Katowice 3.1V.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe
Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967-1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 r., no
pagination; Wojewddzkie Zrzeszenie Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe Katowice, Materiaty Sprawoz-
dawczo-Programowe na VIII Wojewddzki Zjazd Delegatéow, Katowice — Marzec 1975, no pagi-
nation.
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Among spots events, the following ones should be mentioned: the Volleyball
Tournament of “Dziennik Ludowy” Cup, the Football Tournament of “Robotnik
Rolny” Cup, “The Golden Rook” Chess Tournament, the mass shooting contest
of “Robotnik Rolny” Cup, the athletics contest of the Province Board (PB) of the
Union of Rural Youth (URY) Cup, mass cycling races “The Cycler’s Day” for the
non-associated, “The Silver Skates” skating competition, mass cross-country ski-
ing competitions, steeplechase races for various age groups, the so-called “Rural
League” (class W) football, volleyball and table tennis contests; within the frame-
work of spartakiads: for countryside inhabitants (local and district), for employees
working for rural cooperatives and their families, for employees of National Ma-
chine Centres and their families, for employees of State Agricultural Farms and
their families, for employees of Trade Unions of Agricultural Workers and their
families. Great effort was put in organizing mass sports events promoting physical
(sports) activity especially in the following sports disciplines: athletics, handball,
volleyball, chess, table tennis and draughts. These sports disciplines enjoyed the
biggest popularity among commune inhabitants as far as the organization of
sports events such as spartakiads or folk festivities was concerned.

The athletes of Wista Folk Sports Club (FSC, Polish acronym: LKS) (LKS Wista
Istebna), LKS Klimczok Bystra, LKS Skrzyczne Szczyrk, LZS Zwardon, LKS Orzet Mi-
kuszowice, LZS Brenna and LZS Pogdrze were high-level skiers. Among the ath-
letes from these FSTs who would be awarded gold medals at the Polish Champi-
onships in the years 1952-1969 were: Gustaw Bujok, Stanistaw Cieslar, Emil Da-
wid, Stanistaw Dgbrowski, Tadeusz Kaczmarczyk, Andrzej Polok, Jerzy Polok, Sta-
nistaw Polok, Maria Szalbot, Jerzy Walek (LKS Wista); Apolonia Heller, J6zef Hu-
czek, Andrzej Kocjan, Antoni taciak, Henryk taciak, Henryk Matejko, Jan Mysta-
jek, Andrzej Wieczorek, Antoni Wieczorek, Jerzy Wieczorek (LZS Szczyrk); Kry-
styna Bursy (LZS Zwardon); Franciszek Sromek, Jézef Slusarczyk, Jan Tyrata (LKS
Klimczok Bystra); Franciszek Czapczor, Jan Czapczor, Jerzy Dragan, Pawet Go-
rzotka, Michat Jatowiczor, Jan Kawulok, J6zef Kawulok, Jerzy Lach, Franciszek ta-
baj, Gustaw Matynek, Jozef Probosz (LKS Wista-Istebna); Jézef Kocjan (LZS
Szczyrk, LZS Wista), J6zef Przybyta (LKS Klimczok Bystra, LKS Skrzyczne Szczyrk).X°

Within the framework of preparation for the Olympic Games in Sapporo, the
Central Leading Skiing Section FST Silesia (LZS Slgsk) was established. The section
was financed by the Chief Council of FST from the funds of the Polish Olympics
Committee (POC, Polish acronym: PKOI). There section counted 14 athletes (LKS
Wista — 7, LKS Klimczok Bystra — 5, LKS Skrzyczne Szczyrk — 2).1! At the turn of
the 1960s and 1970s, the FSA PA owned 22 skiing sections counting 677 sports-

1040 lat Ludowych Zespotéw Sportowych, Katowice no publication date, pp. 14-15.

1125 lat LZS, Katowice 3.1V.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe
Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967-1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 r., pp.
19-20.
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people, including 61 women. In the Polish Skiing Association (PSA, Polish acro-
nym: PZN) there were 40 female and 204 male skiers.?? At the end of the 1960s
and in the first half of the 1970s, the leading skiers of the FST PA in Katowice
were: Eugeniusz Cazura, Franciszek Czepczura, Jan Dragon, Eugeniusz Gazura,
Pawet Gorzotka, Apolonia Heller, Jézef Kawuloa, Jozef Kocjan, Jan tabaj, Franci-
szek Matyjurka, Gustaw Martynka, Pawet Pilch (all of them representing LKS Wi-
sta-Istebna); Elzbieta Dobija, Wtadystaw Dobija, Stanistaw Kubica, Alicja Niem-
czyk, Grazyna Pawlus, Janusz Piela, J6zef Przybyta, Jézef Slusarczyk, Jan Tyrata
(LKS Klimczok Bystra); Jan Bieniek, Tadeusz Migdat, Franciszek Pietka (LKS
Skrzyczne Szczyrk).:

The following athletes (Nordic skiing) participated in the Winter Olympic
Games: Antoni Wieczorek (Oslo 1952); Antoni taciak (Innsbruck 1964), J6zef Ko-
cjan (Grenoble 1968), Jozef Przybyta (1964, 1968).

As far as tobogganing was concerned, the members of LZS Mikuszowice
(Bielsko-Biata commune) and LKS Klimczok Bystra were in the lead. At the turn
of the 1960s and 1970s, the tobogganing section from Mikuszowice counted 45
athletes, including 9 women. The section was registered in the Polish Associa-
tion of Tobogganing Sports. The members of LZS Mikuszowice were awarded
medals at the Polish Championships, including gold ones. In the years 1960—
1974, the best tobogganists were: Roman Bieszczad, J6zef Dobisz, Edward Fen-
der, Pawet Goryl, Jézef Gren, Wojciech Kubik, Ewa Miech, Stanistaw Paczka, Mie-
czystaw Pawetkiewicz, Gudrune Pysz, Franciszek Siuda, Ryszard Siuda, Maria
Sliwa and Zbigniew Wojciga.'* Among them, the following ones participated in
the Winter Olympic Games: Edward Fender, Mieczystaw Pawetkiewicz (Inns-
bruck 1964); Stanistaw Paczka (Grenoble 1968). In the first half of the 1970s, the
tobogganing section from Mikuszowice moved to LKS Klimczok Bystra. The to-
bogganists were still enjoying success. Wojciech Kubik got the 5™ place at the
Olympic Games in Sapporo (1972) whereas juniors, Pawet Goryl and Ewa Miech,
participated in the European Championships (1973). At that time, also Roman
Bieszczad, Pawet Goryl and Ewa Miech (senior category) participated in the Eu-
ropean and World Championships. The tobogganists of Klimczok Bystra won sev-
eral gold medals of the Polish Championships. They were trained by Eugeniusz
Sliwa and Jan Dobisza.’®

12 |bidem, pp. 59-61.

13 25 lat LZS, Katowice 3.1V.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe
Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967—-1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 r., pp.
19-20; Wojewddzkie Zrzeszenie Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe Katowice, Materiaty Sprawozdaw-
czo-Programowe na VIl Wojewddzki Zjazd Delegatow, Katowice — Marzec 1975, pp. 8-9.

1440 lat Ludowych Zespotéw Sportowych, Katowice, no publication date, pp. 15.

15 Wojewddzkie Zrzeszenie Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe Katowice, Materiaty Sprawozdawczo-Pro-
gramowe na VIIl Wojewddzki Zjazd Delegatow, Katowice — Marzec 1975, pp. 9.
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Apart from winter sports, the athletes of the FST PA in Katowice enjoyed
success in sports acrobatics, namely in the years 1957-1975, when the medals
of the Polish Championships (senior and junior categories) were awarded to the
acrobats of the following FST units: LZS Technik Cieszyn, LKS Ktos Olkusz, LZS
Mbnich, LZS Orzesze and LZS Pszczyna.'® Gold medals of the Polish Championships
(in various disciplines and age groups) were gained by: Matgorzata Chwaszcza,
Krystyna Nawrat, Irena Rajrz, R6za Szweter (LZS Orzesze); Zofia Bukawa, Gerda
Czyz, Irena Dadas, Roman Dybnak, Antoni Dyczek, Roman Dybczak, Roman Dy-
czek, Roman Falesza, Maria Faruga, Matgorzata Gibier,, Maria Gil, Rudolf Gra-
nieczny, Bernard Heming, Brunon Heming, Roman Heniuk, Celina Kincel, Jan Ko-
pis, Wiadystaw Kozdon, Maria Kozlik, Wtadystaw Kwidan, Maria Mach, Andrzej
Machel, Tadeusz Mrdz, Antoni Nowak, Anna Pilarz, Olgierd Poolborski, Barbara
Pustelnik, Maria Radzka, Bogdan Rys, Janina Skorupa, Jan Spratek, Otton Spra-
tek, Matgorzata Szczurek, Zofia Szczypka, Zygmunt Szmajda, Helena Wegrzynek,
Danuta Wojda, Zdzistaw Wéjcik, Andrzej Wyrobek (LZS Technik Cieszyn); Anna
Faruga, Franciszek Jasica, Zofia Kuryto, Maria Michalik, Zofia Oleksy, Anna Pu-
terko, Genowefa Tabor, Krystyna Wolna (LZS Mnich); Celina Gabrdyl, Regina Skro-
bol, Ryta Szczypka (LZS Pszczyna); Witold Majka (LKS Ktos Olkusz).” The represent-
atives of LZS Technik Cieszyn®® received the biggest number of gold medals.

The section of LZS Technik Cieszyn was established in 1953. At the turn of
the 1960s and 1970s, it counted 46 female and male members. The section of
Technik Cieszyn was also a training location for young people from the Complex
of Agricultural Schools in Cieszyn and the youth from Cieszyn commune. The
leading athletes of that period were: Wtadystaw Kozdon, Pawet Borecki, Danuta
Hajek, Roman Kantorowicz, Grazyna Ktoda, Andrzej Machel, Andrzej Walica, Ma-
ria Wéjtowicz.® The sports acrobatic section with its 18 female athletes was
hosted by LZS Ktobuck. Tadeusz Suchanski was the trainer in that section.

As far as the activity of the FST PA in Katowice was concerned, football was
enjoying great popularity. In the second half of the 20" century, that popularity
translated into 325 football sections with 12,104 players. Among them, 250 sec-
tions and 7,815 footballers were registered in the Polish Football Association
(PZPN). 19 football teams participated in class A matches, 101 teams fought in
class B matches, and 88 teams played in class C matches. The Rural League (class W)
comprised 75 teams.?’ In the following years, the sports level of FST PA teams
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improved. In 1974, as far as league matches were concerned, two FST PA teams
participated in the regional league; in class A matches we could see 32 teams,
105 teams played in class B matches whereas 109 teams played in class C
matches.?! The teams of LKS Rudziniec and LZS taka played in the local league.
It is worth emphasizing that league matches of junior players and trainees con-
stituted the backup for senior teams as, among others, they organized competi-
tion in their pre-matches. The factors that influenced the sports level of the foot-
ball sections belonging to the FST Association were the lack of properly qualified
coaches and instructors as well as infrastructure and training conditions. In the
District Council of FST in Czestochowa, the following teams participated in class
A and B matches in the season of 1971/1972: LZS Warta Mstow, LZS Lot Kono-
piska, LZS Grom Poczesna, LZS Lotnik Koscielec, LZS Btyskawica Jandw, LZS Pto-
mien Czarny Las, LZS Unia Widzéw, LZS Start Czestochdwka, LZS Przyréow, LZS
Wapnorud Rudniki.?? In the District of Tarnowskie Géry, in the first half of the
1960s, there were 19 active football sections with 1713 players. The team of FST
PA in Katowice consisting of football players from Tarnowskie Gory gained the
2" place in an inter-regional competition.?® The tournaments of the FST PA
Chairman Cup with the participation of 14 district teams, and the tournaments
of District Leaders Cup enjoyed great popularity.

As far as volleyball was concerned, in the second half of the 1960s, the FST
PA had 271 sections counting 5691 athletes, including 2372 volleyball players.
25 teams enrolled in the games of the District Volleyball Association, five of
them playing class A matches and 20 of them playing class B matches. As for the
so-called rural leagues, 149 teams competed in particular districts. In the first
half of the 1970s, within the framework of rural leagues in the area of Katowice
Province, 280 male volleyball teams and 50 female volleyball teams of the FST
PA in Katowice competed regularly in various tournaments. Five teams of the
FST Association took part in league matches (local league matches and class A
and class B games), the strongest volleyball section being LZS Rybarzowice (dis-
trict of Bielsko-Biata).?* In the district of Czestochowa sport sections were ac-
commodated by FSTs in Bteszno, Cykarzew, Konopiska, Mykandw, Olsztyn and
Ztoty Potok. The team of LZS Bteszno won the third place in 1957, in the province
FST championships. “Dziennik Ludowy” Cup games enjoyed great popularity. In
1970, 2991 teams participated in them, including 752 female ones. Volleyball
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enjoyed the biggest popularity in the districts of Bielsko-Biata, Cieszyn, Ktobuck,
Lubliniec, Rybnik and Zawiercie. The ZSR teams from Bielsko-Biata and Cieszyn?®
represented a very high-level of sport skills.

Handball was also a relatively popular sports discipline in the area of the FST
PA in Katowice. It was practised in 92 sections counting 1936 players, including
786 women. 28 teams took part in league matches. In the years 1971-1974, 46
handball sections were active, out of which four participated in class A matches
and one in class B matches. The remaining teams took part in the matches orga-
nized by District FST Associations. Handball players of LKS Czarni Sucha Goéra
(district of Tarnowskie Gory) participated in local league matches. Handball sec-
tions of FST Association units in Bobrowniki, Brynek, Kosztowy, Nakto, Ornonto-
wice, Strzemieszyce and Swibie participated in class A and class B matches and
the youth category competitions.?® Among sports games, basketball was less
popular and practised mainly in agricultural schools. In the district of Czesto-
chowa, basketball sections were run in LZS Bteszno, LZS Kamienica Polska, LZS
Lot Konopiska and LZS Ztoty Potok. They were not very successful.

The only canoeing section in the FST Association was run in LKS Przetom Ka-
nidw (district of Bielsko-Biata). Due to the lack of its own marina, the canoeing
section used the training centre of Gérnik Czechowice Sports Club. The section
was established in 1957. In the second half of the 1960s, it counted 61 members,
including 18 active contestants. A canoeing school was hosted by the section. In
the years 1968-1970, the following athletes won gold medals in the Polish Ca-
noeing Championships: Bogdan Bulorz, Matgorzata Papla, Teresa Papla, Antoni
Sieradzki, Maria Wojtuszek, Wtadystawa Wojtuszek.?” The medals of the Polish
championships in the years 1971-1974 were awarded to the following senior
contestants: Sieracki and Oborski (K2; 1,000 m), Bogdan Bularz and Antoni Bu-
larz (K2; 10,000 m); at the Polish championships the following youth represent-
atives won gold medals in various contests: Bukowski, Antoni Bularz, Bogdan
Bularz, lwanczyk, Jawin, tukasik, Majdan, Mazgaj, Oborski, Pgczek, Wtodzimierz
Polok, Raczek, Sieracki, Wojtuszek.?® The canoeists Bularz and Sieracki were in-
cluded in the preparation programme for the Olympic Games in Munich (1972).
The canoeing section from Przetom received the support of Przetom Production
Cooperative in Kaniow.
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In the years 1952-1970, cycling was practised among all in LZS Bedzin, LZS
Cieszyn, LZS Czernica (district of Rybnik) and LZS Wodzistaw, as well as in Kto-
buck, Lubliniec, Myszkéw, Wodzistaw and Zawiercie. In this period of time, the
standout cyclists were: Wiestaw Bien, Karol Ciupek, Bogustaw Fornalczyk, Jézef
Gawliczek, Kazimierz Flak, J6zef Jochem and Adam Pachotek.? In the second half
of the 1960s, the FST PA comprised 10 cycling sections counting 240 members,
including 7 sections and 179 cyclists registered in the Polish Cycling Association.

The cycling section from LZS Bedzin went through its transformation. Ini-
tially, the Folk Cycling Club Sparta Bedzin (LKK Sparta Bedzin) was established,
and next, on 5 November 1970, it was transformed into LKK Zagtebiak Bedzin.*®
Zygmunt Balinski became the Chairman of LKK Zagtebiak and the position of the
Chairman Deputy was granted to Wiestaw Jedrusik. The club functioned under
this name until 1990 when in the place of LKK Zagtebiak, LZS Ziemia Bedzirska
was established. S. Witek writes,

Over the period of more than fifty years, the club with FST roots employed many distin-
guished trainers among whom the most well-known ones were: Bogustaw Fornalczyk,
Edward Palka, Ryszard Zareba, Jozef Gawliczek, Jacek Solarz. They raised the whole array
of talented cyclists, some of them with outstanding achievements, e.g. Bogustaw Fornal-
czyk (in 1958, he won all the most important races in Poland, in 1959 he became Polish
champion, in 1960 he represented Poland in the Olympics in Rome), Jan Stefaniec (Olym-
pic team), Wiestaw Kostera, Stanistaw Szczepanski, Kazimierz Flak (Olympic team), Wie-
staw Bien,, Adam Pachotek, Zdzistaw Kuzniak, J6zef Gawliczek, Jan Szafraniec, Piotr Dwor-
nik, Henryk Krawczyk, Dariusz Gaik, Dariusz Waluszczyk, Andrzej Podhajny, Marcin Ko-
ster and Stawomir Frejowski.3!

In the years 1971-1974, the following clubs had cycling sections: LKK (Folk
Cycling Club) Zagtebiak Bedzin, LKK Ryduttowy-Czernica, LZS Ktobuck and LZS
Cieszyn. The leading cyclists were: Jozef Gawliczek, Kazimierz Flak, Zbigniew
lIski, Stanistaw Labocha and Lucjan Ottawa. The abovementioned cyclists partic-
ipated in cycling events both in Poland and abroad such as the Peace Race
(Wyscig Pokoju), the Around Poland race, the Polish championship and Around
England Race.?? The District FST Local Council in w Czestochowa had its cycling
section too. One of the first examples of success was winning the first place in
a race in Myszkow (1958). Aleksy Ciura was the winner of the race organised to
celebrate the Days of Opole, i.e. “The Blue Ribbon” race. As P. Gazda writes, “In
1961, FST cyclists became Czestochowa champions and gained the third place in
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the Silesia Team Championships.”®* The cyclists from Czestochowa were repre-
sented by Albin Hyra, Wtadystaw Pieniek and Stanistaw Zerdzinski. In 1961,
S. Zerdzinski first crossed the finish line in the Around Rybnik-Wodzistaw Land
Race. In 1965, Adam Jaworski won the FST Association race, which took place in
the Mazurian Lake District. When it comes to sports training in cycling, the PA
FST in Katowice employed the following coaches: J6zef Gawliczek, Karol tuko-
szek, Edward Pelka and Ryszard Zareba.3*

In the second half of the 1960s there were 68 athletics sections with 3135
athletes, including 1519 women. In the Polish Athletics Association (PZLA) there
were two sections registered, with 257 training athletes, including 114 women.
The sections of LZS Cieszynianka Cieszyn and LZS Liswarta Krzepice were also
training athletes. These teams took part, among all, in league competitions
(PZLA Class B, Class B of the Local Athletics Association — OZLA, the Silesian junior
league). Secondary school students constituted quite a big group of athletics
sections’ members. The state of the athletics sections in the FST PA in Katowice
was similar in the first half of the 1970s. Its athletes presented a good sports
level, enjoying success all over Poland.?® It is worth mentioning that in 1956,
Agnieszka Blaszka (LZS Orzesze) won a gold medal in the Polish Championships.
One also should mention the following distinguished athletes: Zygmunt Brzo-
zowski, Zofia Duda, Bozena Gorzelniak, Czestaw Morawski, Michat Olszar and
Barbara Wojaczek.

The activity of the PA FST in Katowice was also enriched by archery sections
that were active, among others, at LZS tobodno, LZS Ornontowice, LZS Ptawnio-
wice, LZS Strzemieszyce, LZS Wole, LZS Zawiercie. In the second half of the 1960,
there were 8 archery sections. Three of them, together with 136 registered ath-
letes, belonged to the Polish Archery Associations (PZt). Among the leading sec-
tions, one should mention Strzemieszyce and Zawiercie. Jerzy Ciotek and Wto-
dzimierz Krél were trainers of these sections. The archers of LZS Zawiercie en-
joyed the biggest success, in 1968 winning individual and youth Polish champi-
onship in the junior category, and in 1969 taking the first place in the 1°* Youth
League (national games). The girls represented by Grazyna Szczeparska, Jolanta
Szczubiatek and Barbara Wdjcik became individual and team junior vice-cham-
pions of Poland. Among the best archers one should mention Robert Fansze-
wicz, Jacek Kotton, Andrzej Komenda and Waldemar Maja. The archers of LZS
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Strzemieszyce achieved less spectacular results. Within the sports level frame-
work, the archers from Strzemieszyce had 4 first sports classes, 32 second ones,
38 third ones and 85 youth sports classes.®

In the years to come (the first half of the 1970s), there were five active sec-
tions which were registered in the Province Sports Federation, namely LZS to-
bodno, LZS Ornontowice, LZS Ptawniowice, LZS Wola, LZS Zawiercie. These
teams participated in the 3™ league championships and the 1t (junior) league
games. The best results were achieved by the archers of LZS Zawiercie, e.g. Da-
nuta Szota won the Polish champion title and took the third place in the 3™ Na-
tional Youth Spartakiad. At that time, two archery sections of the FST Associa-
tion were established in the district of Wodzistaw.?”

The discipline of shooting was practised in the units of the FST PA in Kato-
wice. This discipline was permanently introduced into the event calendar of the
FST Association in order to make it popular among rural youth. Competitions (at
particular levels) took place under the patronage of “Robotnik Rolny”. The Na-
tional Defence League co-organised the event. The representatives of the FST
PA in Katowice reached top places in team classification at central level compe-
titions. In 1974, Kazimierz Zdeb (district of Rybnik)*® won the individual first
place in the national competition. In 1971, the athletes from the FST Association
from the district of Czestochowa could celebrate their individual and team vic-
tory in the Province Shooting Contest of “Robotnik Rolny” Cup.® In the district
of Czestochowa, shooting sections existed at LZS Mykandw and LZS Ztoty Potok.

One of the first weightlifting sections in the FST PA in Katowice were open
at LZS Jankowice, LZS Leszczyny-Swierklany, LZS Siewierz, LZS Syrynia, LZS Tar-
nowiczanka, LZS Wieszowa, LZS Zawiercie and LZS Zarki (the second half of the
1950s). The representatives of LZS Leszczyny took part in the individual FST PA
championships in Katowice, which took place on 14 April 1957, in Szopienice.*
The following athletes participated in the competition: E. Fajkis, R. Fizia, H. Kle-
pek, Kopiec, H. Sitek, Stanistaw Lampert, Ochojski, Olma and K. Sobocik. Quite
fast, this discipline became popular in the rural environment. It is worth men-
tioning that during the next FST PA individual championship in March 1958, in
Jankowice, there were almost 100 weightlifters from the following districts: Ryb-
nik, Pszczyna, Tarnowskie Gory, Zawiercie, and from LZS Jankowice, Syrynia,
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Wieszowa, Zawiercie and Zarki.** The biggest number of championship titles
went to LZS Wieszowa weightlifters. In the Polish junior championships taking
place on 18-19 April 1959, a weightlifter of LZS Wieszowa, Marek Gotgb, won
a silver medal in the light heavyweight category (82.5 kg).*? At the end of the
1950s, there were weightlifting sections at LZS Przegeza and LZS Rybnik,
whereas in 1961 LZS Widdw* also ran its weightlifting section.

In the 1960s, LZS Tarnowskie Goéry (in the sources also known as LZS Tarno-
wiczanka) used to run a weightlifting section. In 1964, its weightlifter, Andrzej
Ryguta, won a gold medal at the Polish championships in the junior category.*
In the years 1964-1974, weightlifting was also trained, among all, at LZS Cieszyn,
LZS Pomowiec Rudniki, LZS Ktobuck, LZS Borondéw, LZS Szarlejka, LZS Myszkow,
LZS Zorza Wrzosowa, LZS Grabéwka, LZS Lipie, LZS Przemsza Siewierz. In 1963,
the team of LZS Przemsza Siewierz, fighting in class B team competition, won the
fifth place.*> Marian Majewski trained the weightlifters from Siewierz. In 1964,
a weightlifting section was run at LZS Straconka.*® A weightlifter of LZS Zorza
Wrzosowa, Andrzej Komorowski, won the third place at the FST Polish champi-
onships in ltawa, in 1966.4

In the second half of the 1960s, the FST PA in Katowice had 20 weightlifting
sections counting 441 athletes, four of which were registered at the Polish
Weightlifting Association (PZPC). The leading weightlifting sections were located
in Ktobuck, Lubliniec, Myszkdw and Zawiercie, with 133 registered athletes. The
most distinguished weightlifters were Zdzistaw Borgon, Antoni Betkowski, Wie-
staw Butka, Leszek Czyz, Tadeusz Dobosz and Jerzy Pepek (Zawiercie), and Miro-
staw Kuc and Jacek Majewski (Ktobuck). Their trainers were Henryk Dzieciot,
Edward Maronski, Stefan Okularczyk and Jan Zyrkow.*®

In league class A contests (in the years 1971-1974) one could watch the
teams of Pomowiec Rudniki and LZS Ktobuck, whereas LZS Boronéw and LZS
Cieszyn fought in class B, and LZS Szalejka fought in the junior FST league.* LZS
Pomowiec Rudniki with its trainer Mirostaw Maj had the strongest section. The
best weightlifters in Katowice province were Jan Huras, Jozef Jurczak and Tade-
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usz Wiatrek. In 1974, at the Polish junior championships, Jozef Jurczak won the third
place, and in the same year (1974) Wiestaw Wierzbicki (LKS Pomowiec Rudniki) won
the seventh place (featherweight) at the FST Association Polish championships in
Ostréda.® In the first half of the 1970s, the weightlifting section of LZS Borondw
took pride in its best athletes, i.e. Jan Czyz, Roman Czyz and Hubert Rurariski®!. Jan
Czyz was voted the best FST sportsperson of Lubliniec district in 1972.

At the end of the 1950s, LZS Zieloni Katowice was established. As J.T. Mi-
chura writes, “It was composed of the representatives of Folk Sports Teams from
the whole Katowice - Czestochowa area. The club was represented by athletes
from smaller places and its strong team fought in province and national compe-
titions.”>2 The team of LZS Zieloni Katowice consisted of weightlifters from Iskry
Potomia, LZS Czestochowa, LZS Gniazddw, LZS Jednos¢ Borondw, LZS Koszecin,
LZS Liswarta Krzepice, LZS Lipie, LZS Lgota, LZS Mykandéw, LZS Pomowiec Rudniki
(LZS Borowe Pole — Zawiercie), LZS Przybyszéw, LZS Rzeniszéw, LZS Redziny, LZS
Sokét Olesno, LZS Sparta Lubliniec, LZS Szarlejka, LZS Swiatowit Myszkéw, LZS
Tarnowiczanka, LZS Wieszowa, LZS Wreczyca, LZS Wrzosowa, LZS Zarki.>

In the rural environment, table tennis was a popular and widely practised
sports discipline, both at the professional level and as a leisure-time activity. The
best sections were run by e.g. LZS Roj (district of Rybnik) and LZS Ruch Pniéw
(district of Gliwice). They played in league contests at the province and regional
level. The teams from the districts of Cieszyn and Lubliniec participated in cham-
pionship contests at the district and regional level.> In the sports season of
1967/1968, the following teams of the FST PA in Katowice took part in class A
contests: Orzet Stanica, Olimpia Ptawniowice, Ruch Pniéw (Gliwice group); LZS
Rogozna, LZS Syrynia (Rybnik group); LZS Lot Konopiska, LZS Ruch Kochanowice
(Czestochowa group).>®

In the second half of the 1960s and at the beginning of the 1970s, the FST
PA in Katowice accommodated 237 table tennis sections and 3859 athletes, in-
cluding 843 women. There were 78 teams registered at the Polish Table Tennis
Association (PZTS), counting 789 table tennis players, including 164 female play-
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ers. Eleven teams participated in Class A contests, 45 teams fought in Class B,
and eleven of them in Class C. 111 teams took part in rural leagues games. The
leading table tennis players were: Jan Cyrulik, Jan Koztowski, Mieczystaw Pieta
and Stanistaw Skolik.>®

In the district of Czestochowa, the following teams took part in Class B
matches in the season of 1971/1972: LZS Grom Poczesna, LZS Przyréw, LZS Bo-
rowno, LZS Grabdéwka, LZS Sokole Gdry and LZS Konopiska. The District Association
of FST in Czestochowa took pride in the following leading table tennis players:
Barbara Fikier, Henryk Patasz, Stanistaw Markowski (LZS Grom Poczesna) and Ry-
szard Gephrard (LZS Lot Konopiska), Barbara Goleniowska (LZS Przyréw).>’

LKS Pogon Imielin had a wrestling section. It was one of the leading ones
both in the province of Katowice and in Poland. The wrestlers of this section
participated in the second league junior contests. In the years 1962-1963, Fran-
ciszek Pielorz was among the medallists of the Polish championships.>® In 1959,
the wrestlers of Pogon Imielin won the second place in the Polish Team Cham-
pionships. In the 1950s and 1960s, the wrestling section was represented by:
Edward Czamberg, Stanistaw Hermyt, Jan Jochemczyk, Antoni Kapotka, Norbert
Kasperczyk, Franciszek Koserczyk, J6zef Kubica, Wojciech Kubica, Roman Mal-
charek, Pawet Miczko, Franciszek Pielorz, Leon Siupka, Pawet Siupka, Benedykt
Sobota, Ludwik Socha, Ludwik Starczynowski, Edmund Stolarczyk, Franciszek Sy-
nowiec, Piotr Synowiec, Rudolf Walczysko, Antoni Warwas and Fryderyk Wybra-
niec. Franciszek Gorol was a gold medallist of the Polish Championships in
1969.%° Andrzej Hermyt, on the other hand, won gold medals in the years 1971-
1974 at the Polish Junior Championships and the Third National Youth Sparta-
kiad.®® The best wrestlers of Pogon Imielin were the members of the national
junior team. In the second half of he 1960s and at the beginning of the 1970s,
the section counted 63 wrestlers. Among the section’s activists one should men-
tion Rudolf Gnitek, Jozef Stechty and Franciszek Synowiec.®*

Moreover, the sports disciplines such as chess and draughts also played an
important role in sports activity. A very important role goes to chess due to the

56 25 lat LZS, Katowice 3.1V.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe
Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967-1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 r., pp.
68-69.

57 P. Gazda, op. cit., pp. 34.

58 90-lecie Ludowego Klubu Sportowego Pogon Imielin 1922-2012, no publication date, no pagi-
nation.

5940 lat Ludowych Zespotéw Sportowych, Katowice no publication date, pp. 15.

60 Wojewddzkie Zrzeszenie Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe Katowice, Materiaty Sprawozdawczo-Pro-
gramowe na VIIl Wojewddzki Zjazd Delegatéw, Katowice — Marzec 1975, pp. 13.

61 25 lat LZS, Katowice 3.1V.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe
Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967—1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 r., pp.
69-70.
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“The Golden Rook” Chess Tournament organized by the FST Association. “The
Golden Rook” Chess Tournament was initiated by the FST Association in 1958.
The development of this area of activity was to some extent linked with the
emergence of “rural meeting places” (cafés hosting cultural events) in the coun-
tryside, destined for cultural and educational activity, within which e.g. board
games contests were organised. At the very beginning, there were district com-
petitions organized, e.g. in the edition of 1958/1959 Cieszyn won the district
classification; in the editions of 1959/1960-1960/1961 it was Pszczyna, Gliwice
won in the edition of 1962/1963, whereas in the years 1966/1967-1967/1968
the first place went to Myszkéw, and in 1969/1970 to Bedzin.®? Beginning with
preliminary local rounds, via gromada (commune subdivision), district and prov-
ince qualifiers, there were central (national) finals held. The finals of “The
Golden Rook” Chess Tournament were held on 6-8 May 1966, in Warsaw. The
chess players of LZS PZGS Lubartéw won. The team of FST Nakto Slaskie repre-
senting the FST PA in Katowice took the 8™ place.®® In the competition among
the units of FST PA, the FST PA in Katowice turned out to be the best in the
following editions: 1959/1960, 1962/1963-1963/1964, 1966/1967-1969/1970.
As S. Drazdzewski writes, ”Since 1972, the inter-district and inter-province con-
tests were [...] given up.”%

Among the units of the FST PA in Katowice, “The Golden Rook” Chess Tourna-
ment enjoyed an immense popularity in the first half of the 1970s. 2 907 teams
took part in the 1972/1973 season games, and in the next one (1973/1974) there
were 3 428 of them.®® In the years 1966—1975, the following teams from Katowice
province took part in the finals of “The Golden Rook” Chess Tournament: LZS Cie-
szyn, LZS Czyzowice, LZS Drzewiarz Ktobuck, LZS Hetman Koszecin, LZS Kiobuck,
LZS Koszecin, LZS Nakto Slaskie (Table no 3).%¢ The best results in that period of
time were reached by LZS Koszecin chess players during the finals that took place
in Cieszyn, on 20-26 April 1972. The team of LZS Koszecin was represented by:
Lestaw Bidzinski, Tadeusz Bobecki (teachers), Pawet Bogawski (retiree) and Gerda
Mucha (employee of “Slask” Song and Dance Ensemble). Gerda Mucha and Tade-
usz Bobecki won all the matches in their groups. In the individual tournament,
Gerda Mucha won the 2" place, whereas Jadwiga Posytek was fourth. LZS Ktobuck
chess player also showed their expertise in the finals of 1973 in Szczecin and in
1974 in Ptock, taking the 2" place. In 1973 and 1974, the Skwarczyriski family

62 J. Moras$, Z. Tyszkiewicz, 50 lat Turnieju Szachowego o “Ztotq Wieze”, Wydawnictwo Penelopa, War-
szawa 2009, pp. 3-5; S. Drazdzewski, Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe, Warszawa 1974, pp. 106-108.

63 ). Moras, Z. Tyszkiewicz, 50 lat Turnieju Szachowego o “Ztotq Wieze”..., pp. 8-9.

64 S, Drgzdzewski, Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe, Warszawa 1974, pp. 108.

65 Wojewddzkie Zrzeszenie Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe Katowice, Materiaty Sprawozdawczo-Pro-
gramowe na VIIl Wojewddzki Zjazd Delegatow, Katowice — Marzec 1975, pp. 15.

66 ). Moras, Z. Tyszkiewicz, 50 lat Turnieju Szachowego o “Ztotq Wieze” ..., pp. 10-27.
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(Henryk — father, Wiestaw and Zdzistaw — sons, Zofia — daughter) played for the
team of LZS Kiobuck.®” In 1973, in the individual tournament (central one), the
chess player of LZS Kochanowice won the 5™ place. For some participants, “The
Golden Rook” Chess Tournament constituted a prelude to their further sports ca-
reer. In their monograph 40 years of “The Golden Rook” Chess Tournament (40 lat
Turnieju Szachowego “O Ztotq Wieze”), T. Nycz and S. Witkowski write, “The tour-
nament in Malbork (1967 — the authors) singled out a few promising talents. [...]
Many beautiful rounds were played by a future Polish championships finalist, Ka-
rol Pinkas, a learner of Tadeusz Przybyta from Wista (Cieszyn district). Further on,
he was a leading chess player and an esteemed trainer.”®®

Table 4. Places of the representatives of the FST PA in Katowice in the finals of “The Golden Rook”
Chess Tournament in the years 1966—1975

The tournament . The best FST PA team in Kato-
Year The tournament winner .
venue wice
1966 Warszawa LZS PZGS Lubartéw (Lublin) LZS Nakto Slaskie — the 8t place
1967 Malbork L5 Huragan IZagan (zielona LZS Cieszyn — the 7t place
Gora)
1968 Zagan LZS Prim Etk (Biatystok) LKS Czyzowice — the 11thplace
7 4 (Zi i - th
1969 Zgorzelec LZS Huragan IZagan (Zielona LZS Drzewiarz Ktobuck —the 4
Gora) place
1970 Ketrzyn MLKS Piast Stupsk (Koszalin) LKS Czyzowice — 14t place
1971 tancut LKS Orzet TrZCIr?SkO-ZdI’OJ LZS Koszecin — 9t place
(Szczecin)
1972 Cieszyn LZS Koszecin (Katowice) LZS Koszecin
LZS Ktobuck — the 2" place
LZS K Biata Podlaska (Lu-
1973 Szczecin > Krzna Izl?n)Od aska (Lu LZS Hetman Koszecin — the 16t
place
1974 Ptock LKS Mec.r]anllk Starge?rd Szcze- LZS Ktobuck — the 2nd place
cinski (Szczecin)
1975 Uniejow LKS Budrol Legnica (Wroctaw) LZS Ktobuck — the 12t place

Source: J. Moras, Z. Tyszkiewicz, 50 lat Turnieju Szachowego o “Ztotq Wieze”, Wydawnictwo Pe-
nelopa, Warszawa 2009, pp. 8-27.

A draught section (100-square draughts) was held in LZS Grom Poczesna.
The leading sportspeople in this discipline were: Barbara and Stanistaw Marko-
wscy, Andrzej Kosmola and Zdzistaw Porodnicki.®®

67 |bidem, pp. 20-25.
68 T. Nycz, S. Witkowski, 40 lat Turnieju Szachowego “O Ztotq Wieze”, Wydawnictwo Szachowe

,Penelopa”, Warszawa 1998, pp. 9.
69 P, Gazda, op. cit., pp. 38.
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Sports activity was realised in agricultural schools from the area of Katowice
province. The following agricultural schools in Katowice province followed suit:
CRS Cieszyn, Panstwowe Technikum Hodowlane (PTH) Bedusz, Paristwowe
Technikum Lesne (PTL) Brynek, Panstwowe Technikum Ogrodnicze (PTO) Biel-
sko-Biata, Pafstwowe Technikum Rolnicze (PTR) Miedzy$wie¢, PTR Nakfo Sla-
skie, PTR Ornontowice, PTR Pszczyna, PTR Ztoty Potok, ZPTR Cieszyn. In the sec-
ond half of the 1960s, about 3800 students attended these schools (2350 of
them were members of FST units). In 1971, there were 3909 of them, and in
1945 — 4390.7° On the premises of agricultural schools, 8 LZS units (48 sports
sections with 2707 members) were active whereas in 1974 there were 10 of
them (71 sports sections and 3716 members). PTO Bielsko-Biata, PTR Ornonto-
wice, ZPTR Cieszyn and PTR Pszczyna had the biggest number of sections (as of
1974): ZPTR Cieszyn (588), PTO Bielsko-Biata (463) and PTR Pszczyna (440).*
During the National Agricultural Schools Youth Olympics in 1973, the students
from Katowice province took the 17t place. The unit of the Agricultural Educa-
tion of the Province National Council (WRN) in Katowice comprised the Meth-
odology Centre which united physical education teachers who ran physical edu-
cation lessons in agricultural schools. There was a specially prepared annual cal-
endar of sports events for agricultural schools. The most popular sports disci-
plines in agricultural education were athletics and sports games. The students
practising sports acrobatics presented the highest level of sports skills. They at-
tended the Agricultural Schools Complex (Zespdt Szkét Rolniczych — ZSR and CRS)
in Cieszyn. Boys training handball represented PTL in Brynek, girls training hand-
ball came from PTR Ornontowice, athletics was trained in PTR in MiedzysSwiecie
and Ornontowice, volleyball was the domain of PTO in Bielsko-Biata and the
School Complex CRS in Cieszyn.”? The most distinguished trainers were Broni-
staw Dzik (PTO Bielsko-Biata), Mieczystaw Krukowski (PTL w Brynku), Witold Sto-
winski (PTR Ornontowice), Jan Guzik (PTR Nakto Slaskie), Witold Czerwiriski
(Miedzyswiecie), Jan Konderla and Zdzistaw Okarma (Cieszyn).”®

The fruitful activity of the FST PA in Katowice was crowned with numerous
awards for the units and athletes of the FST PA in Katowice. The following FST
units received “Omega” sports quality mark granted by the editors of “Wiado-

70 25 |at LZS, Katowice 3.1V.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe
Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967-1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 r., pp.
24-27; Wojewddzkie Zrzeszenie Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe Katowice, Materiaty Sprawozdaw-
czo-Programowe na VIIl Wojewddzki Zjazd Delegatéw, Katowice — Marzec 1975, pp. 18.

71 Wojewddzkie Zrzeszenie Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe Katowice, Materiaty Sprawozdawczo-Pro-
gramowe na VIIl Wojewddzki Zjazd Delegatéw, Katowice — Marzec 1975, pp. 18.

7225 lat LZS, Katowice 3.1V.1971. Sprawozdanie z dziatalnosci Wojewddzkiego Zrzeszenia Ludowe
Zespoty Sportowe w Katowicach za okres 1967-1970. Katowice, dnia 3 kwietnia 1971 r., pp. 26.

73 lbidem.
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mosci Sportowe”: in 1967 — LKS Wista Istebna; in 1970 — LKS Klimczok Bystra and
LZS Przetom Kaniéw; in 1971 — LZS Olimpia Ptawniowice and LZS Blanowice.”

The opinion poll for “20” best countryside athletes chosen on the 20%" anni-
versary of FST distinguished the following athletes: the 3" place went to a cyclist
Bogustaw Fornalczyk (LZS Bedzin, LZS Myszkéw), the 7t one to a skier J6zef Przy-
byfa (LKS Klimczok Bystra, LKS Szczyrk), the 8™ one to a tobogganist Mieczystaw
Pawetkiewicz (LZS Mikuszowice), the 9™ one to a skier Antoni taciak (LKS
Szczyrk), the 11* one to a cyclist J6zef Gawliczek (LZS Czernica), the 15% one to
a skier Antoni Wieczorek (LKS Szczyrk), the 16™ one to a tobogganist Edward
Fender (LZS Mikuszowice).” The opinion poll for “10” best countryside athletes
chosen on the 25" anniversary of FST distinguished the following athletes: the
2" place went to a cyclist Bogustaw Fornalczyk, the 3™ one to Antoni taciak, the
5% one to Jézef Gawliczek, the 9" one to Jézef Przybyta.”® The winner of the
opinion poll for “10 best countryside athletes” in 1958 was Bogustaw Fornalczyk,
in 1962 — Antoni taciak, in 1966 — Jézef Gawliczek.

The titles of “Distinguished Masters of Sport” were granted to: Bogustaw
Fornalczyk (LZS Bedzin) — the title granted in 1966, Antoni Wieczorek (LKS
Szczyrk) - the title granted in 1967, Jozef Przybyta (LKS Klimczok Bystra) — the
title granted in 1967. The medals for “Outstanding Sporting Achievements”
were granted to Jozef taciak (skiing, LKS Szczyrk, a gold medal in 1962), and to
Jozef Gawliczek (LZS Czernica, 1967). Silver medals of “Distinguished Masters of
Sport” were granted to Bogustaw Fornalczyk (1962), Jozef Gawliczek and Mie-
czystaw Pawetkiewicz (LKS Mikuszowice, 1965). Bronze medals of “Distinguished
Masters of Sport” went to Edward Fender (LKS Mikuszowice) and Mieczystaw
Pawetkiewicz (1966). The title “Master of Sport” was granted to the following
athletes: Antoni Wieczorek in 1954, Bogustaw Fornalczyk in 1958, Matgorzata
Chwaszcza (LZS Orzesze, sports acrobatics), Edward Fender, J6zef Gawliczek, An-
toni taciak (LKS Szczyrk), Krystyna Nawrat (LZS Orzesze, sports acrobatics), Mie-
czystaw Pawetkiewicz, R6za Prokop (LZS Orzesze, sports acrobatics), Jozef Przy-
byta, Stefan Przybytfa (LKS Szczyrk, skiing).”

Conclusion

The years 1952—-1975 saw an increase in the number of units and members
of the FST PA in Katowice. In particular, that phenomenon concerned the activity

74 S, Drgzdzewski, Ludowe Zespoty Sportowe, Warszawa 1974, pp. 419-423.

7> |bidem, pp. 411-412. S. Drazdzewski, mentioned the 17th place of Mieczystaw Nowak (weight-
lifting) — Katowice province. Mieczystaw Nowak was, among all, the athlete of FST Wotdéw
(Wroctaw province; he did not represent PAFST in Katowice).

76 |bidem, pp. 412.

77 lbidem, pp. 412-417.
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of FST District Councils in Bedzin, Cieszyn, Ktobuck, Rybnik, Tarnowskie Gory.
Once the number of units and members had grown, sports infrastructure devel-
oped as well, and there was a bigger number of training personnel, i.e. sports
coaches, instructors, and sports sections.

The sports activity of the FST Province Association in Katowice focused to
a great extent on the organization of mass events, among all, in the following
disciplines: athletics, football, handball, volleyball, chess, table tennis and
draughts. It is worth noticing though that the contestants of the Folk Sports
Teams Province Association in Katowice would achieve state and international
success especially in such disciplines as sports acrobatics, cycling, tobogganing,
skiing. Agricultural schools were becoming more and more important as far as
sports activity was concerned.
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